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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

As Dr. R. Ried Boom retires 
after 35 years of practicing med-
icine in Manchester, he sees a 

medical 
commu-
nity strong 
on collab-
oration 
and doing 
what’s best 
f o r  p a -
tients. It’s 
what Boom 
refers to as 
the “secret 
sauce.”

Working in the wound clinic 
and as Regional Medical Center’s 
medical director, he’s seen first 
hand the importance of working 
together.

“That’s the secret sauce,” he ex-
plained. “Regional Medical Cen-
ter and Manchester have thrived 
because it’s been lucky enough to 
have a well-trained cadre of pro-
viders who have always seen col-
laboration as a high value. It’s no 
exaggeration to say that for as long 
as I have been here that when de-
cisions get made it’s about what is 
best for patients.”

Boom grew up in Wheatland, 
IA where his grandfather was the 
town’s doctor. Boom said he hung 
around his grandfather’s office a 
lot.

“I sort of grew up on his coat-
tails really. He was the classic 
small-town country doctor. That 
was my concept of medicine be-
cause that was my exposure.”

Boom graduated from the 
University of Iowa, specializing 
in primary care. During his resi-
dency in La Crosse, Wis., he was 
required to complete a rotation 
at a rural facility. That led him to 
Waukon.

“I worked hard for them and 
they recruited me to come to 
Waukon. My wife and I were there 
for three years and it was a good 

experience.”
He and his wife Gail moved 

to Manchester after that, where 
Boom settled into his practice. 
“I really didn’t have any hugely 
personal ambitious goal other 
than to do a good job with what 
I was doing and to like what I was 
doing. My wife grew up in a mili-
tary family and moved every two 
years. So she was more than ready 
to set down roots. We came here 
with that idea in mind.”

He’s seen changes in medi-
cine and changes at RMC during 
his career. “The changes at RMC 
have helped stabilize the hospi-
tal. We’ve only had three hospital 
administrators in 35 years. In ad-
dition, the hospital has continued 
to invest in the physical plant and 
that’s essential.”

He said making providers part 
of the hospital system has creat-
ed collaboration. “That made the 
shared decision making stron-
ger. It put providers at the table 
they weren’t at before when dis-
cussions were happening about 
things. I think there was a benefit 
to having providers in those dis-
cussions.”

He also acknowledged the 
relationship between RMC and 
the specialists who come there. 
“The collaboration between the 
specialist community who have 
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delaware County residents were treated to a stunning winter sunset, dec. 21.

Stunning sunset

BY ERIK HOGSTROM

Telegraph Herald

The mother and stepfather 
of an Earlville woman killed 
by her husband in 2018 have 
filed a wrongful death lawsuit 
against him.

Randy and Peggy Munson 
ask to be “reasonably” com-
pensated for their damages as 
a result of the murder of their 
daughter Amy L. Mullis by 
Todd M. Mullis, according to 
the suit filed in Iowa District 
Court for Delaware County.

The lawsuit also asks for 
compensation for Amy Mullis’ 
estate and the children of her 
and Todd Mullis.

The lawsuit contends Todd 
Mullis “breached his duty of 
care to (the) plaintiffs by stab-
bing Amy Lynn Mullis to death 
on November 10, 2018,” and 

that Todd Mullis’ actions “are 
the direct and proximate cause 
of the damages sustained by 
(the) plaintiffs.”

Todd Mullis, now 44, was 
convicted by a jury in Septem-
ber 2019 of killing Amy, 39, at 
the couple’s farm the previous 

year.
Authorities said Todd Mullis 

used a corn rake to fatally stab 
his wife, with whom he had 
been experiencing marital 
conflict, then attempted to 
frame her death as a farm ac-
cident. The trial was moved to 
Dubuque due to pretrial pub-
licity.

Mullis proclaimed his in-
nocence before he was given 
a mandatory life sentence for 
the conviction of first-degree 
murder in September of this 
year.

The lawsuit lists damages 
that include “the additional 
amounts Amy Lynn Mullis 
would reasonably have been 
expected to have accumulat-
ed as a result of her own effort 
had she lived out the term of 

Wrongful death lawsuit filed by family 
of woman murdered in Delaware County

Jessica Reilly • Telegraph Herald
Todd Mullis, 43, is taken into custody after a guilty verdict 
following his first-degree murder trial at the dubuque 
County Courthouse in dubuque on Sept. 23, 2019.
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