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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Cats might have nine lives, but 
they’ve got nothing on a 10-year-old 
Labrador mix named Addie.

Addie became the first official 
adoption last week for Hero’s Haven 
Animal Rescue, an Earlville-based 
organization that takes in stray an-
imals.

It began two months ago when 
board members Kathy White and 
Lois Richardson, along with Amber 
White, a volunteer with the organi-
zation and Kathy’s daughter, were 
delivering a dog to a foster home in 
Elkader when they found Addie.

“We got the arrival time in Elkad-
er wrong and were an hour early,” 
explained Richardson. “While we 
were trying to figure out what we 
were going to do for the next hour, 
here comes this dog up onto the 
highway.”

That dog was Addie and as Rich-
ardson explained, she was in rough 
shape. “She looked like she was half 
dead. We loaded her up and took 
her back with us.”

Amber White was in the back seat 
of the vehicle and Addie bonded 
with her immediately. “She climbed 
into the back seat and wanted her 
belly rubbed,” Amber White said.

The group named their  new 
friend Addie and posted photos 
of her, trying to track down her 
owners. They also took Addie to a 
veterinarian and discovered the se-

riousness of her condition. “She had 
broken bones throughout her body 

that had fused together,” Richardson 
said. “She had a mass in her bladder 

that was removed. It was thought to 
be a kidney stone but was so big 
they don’t know what it is.”

In addition to all of that, the three 
discovered that Addie is deaf.

Hero’s Haven is always in search 
of foster families for their animals 
and looked to Amber White to again 
help out. “Amber has been a major 
volunteer with us since the very first 
day,” her mother explained. “She’s 
handled animals, made dog and cat 
treats and has fostered several ani-
mals for us.”

This time, however, something 
was different. “She couldn’t give up 
Addie,” Kathy White acknowledged. 
“She said Addie was hers.”

“When someone fosters a dog 
and doesn’t get it adopted outside 
of their home, we call that a fos-
ter fail,” Richardson said, smiling. 
“That’s a good thing. We like foster 
fails.”

And by the wagging of her tail, so 
does Addie.

“This is a special adoption,” said 
Richardson. “This was meant to be 
our first adoption.”

Information about fostering an-
imals or donating to Hero’s Haven 
Animal Rescue may be found on the 
group’s Facebook Page or by con-
tacting members at HerosHavenIo-
wa@gmail.com. Those wishing to 
make a monetary donation may do 
so through PayPal, or by dropping 
off donations at Community Savings 
Bank locations or at Manchester 
Animal Medical Center.

Hero’s Haven celebrates fi rst pet adoption

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
Amber White gives a belly rub to her newly adopted dog, Addie.

BY THOMAS BARTON 

Telegraph Herald

A jury recently found an Edge-
wood nursing home negligent in its 
care of a former resident who died 
in early 2016.

Jurors returned a $700,000 ver-
dict in favor of the family of Verna 
Kelley, 90, following a nine-day 
civil trial.

Kelley’s children filed a wrong-
ful-death lawsuit against Edge-
wood Convalescent Home last 
year, alleging that nursing home 
staff failed “to keep Verna Kelley 
from falling” and fracturing her 
femur, and that her injuries led to 
her death on Jan. 29, 2016.

The lawsuit also claimed depen-
dent-adult abuse and listed sever-
al claims of negligence, including 
failing to provide appropriate care, 
staffing and monitoring of Kelley to 
avoid injury and “failure to assure 

Jury fi nds 
local 
nursing 
home 
negligent
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BY JOHN KRUSE

Telegraph Herald

A judge has ordered that seven 
bears, five primates, two mountain 
lions and all other “exotic” animals 
be removed immediately from a 
Manchester roadside zoo after find-
ing their living conditions to be “de-
plorable.”

Iowa District Court Judge Monica 
Wittig filed her ruling late Sunday 
in relation to the lawsuit regarding 
Cricket Hollow Animal Park.

“The zoo is a public nuisance as 

defined in the Iowa Code and pursu-
ant to common law in that it is injuri-
ous to the health of the animals and 
potentially to the invitees due to the 
poor care and living conditions of the 
animals,” she wrote. “Furthermore, 
the zoo is unreasonably offensive to 
the senses in the inhumane manner 
of living of the animals. The viewing 
of the animals presents no comfort to 
the visitor. It is not representative of 
the ideal of a zoo. It has no education 
or conservation aspects in its current 
and historic condition.”

Four plaintiffs, with assistance 

from the California-based Animal 
Legal Defense Fund, sued zoo own-
ers Pam and Tom Sellner, seeking to 
remove the Sellners’ animals and 
shut down the operation. A six-day 
civil trial on the matter was held last 
month in Iowa District Court of Del-
aware County in Manchester.

Messages left at Cricket Hollow 
Animal Park on Monday seeking 
comment were not returned.

The zoo, located west of Manches-
ter, has been under fire for years for 
alleged violations of multiple animal 
welfare laws. Some animals already 

have been removed through the legal 
efforts of ALDF, and the Sellners have 
been cited multiple times by federal 

inspectors.

Animal Park ordered to transfer animals
Judge rules that primates, bears, mountain lions and other 
‘exotic’ animals must be removed immediately

Dave Kettering • Telegraph Herald Photo
Cricket Hollow Animal Park, located west of Manchester, houses an 
estimated 300 animals.
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