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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

Following an abundance of inquiries 
to city staff, the Manchester City Council 
has announced it will endorse holding 
trick-or-treat on Oct. 31 from 5-7 p.m.

The issue of whether or not to move 
forward with trick-or-treat is one that is 
currently being mulled by most munic-
ipalities, and City Clerk Erin Learn said 
within her network of fellow clerks, it’s 
about a 50/50 yes/no split.

Mayor Milt Kramer suggested Man-
chester follow the guidelines recently set 
by the City of Delhi, which the council 

found reasonable
“Please turn on your outside light if 

you welcome trick-or-treaters, or leave 
it off if you do not,” a release from the City 
of Delhi states. “Please use your own dis-
cretion in determining you and/or your 
children’s safety in participation.”

While he was in favor of city-wide 
trick-or-treating, Councilman Dean 
Sherman announced that Sherman’s 
Pumpkin Farm will be canceling its 
trunk-or-treat because of the festivities’ 
historically large draw.

The council also approved a 
non-binding letter of intent with a 
developer who is planning to build a 

27,000-square-foot retail facility near 
Pizza Ranch.

Typically the council would wait un-
til it had something in writing from its 
bonding attorney before considering 
such a deal, but given the dwindling 
number of construction days left in the 
calendar year and the fact that it will take 
around 90 days to draft official paper-
work, city staff and the developer deter-
mined a letter of intent would suffice for 
the time being.

City Manager Tim Vick said the letter 
signals the council is willing to provide 
Brian Ridge, of BR Development, LLC., a 
12-year, 80% tax rebate as part of a future 

development deal.
Vick said after studying Ridge’s back-

ground, he feels comfortable with the 
council’s offering.

“There really is not a lot of exposure 
for the city,” Vick said of the deal, adding 
that other than attorney fees to compile 
the agreement, there isn’t any upfront 
cost for the council to approve the deal.

Vick explained with this type of de-
velopment deal, BR Development will 
still pay taxes, but a portion of those tax-
es will be refunded at a later date. Vick 
added this also will not be taking away 
any money from area schools.

Vick said developers would like to get 

started “yesterday,” but they still have 
engineering, permits and approval 
from the DNR as the property is in the 
flood plain, but not the floodway, as far 
as maps indicate.

While BR Development has not yet 
announced what retail business will 
occupy the space, they are hoping to be 
open by next spring.

Donna Boss, executive director of 
Delaware County Economic Develop-
ment, said they are anticipating the new 
business will have 40 employees, who 
will be a mix of full and part-time, and 
that the benefit packages will be gener-
ous.

Council supports trick-or-treat
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King Christian Nunley and Queen Laney demmer were named West delaware’s homecoming royalty.

Hawks announce royalty

BY LUKE MAIERS

luke.maiers@wcinet.com

The West Delaware Community 
School District has had a few positive 
COVID-19 tests, but the first month 
of the school year has still gone rela-
tively smoothly. How adminstrators 
and staff have adapted during these 
changing time was the focus of dis-
cussion at the regular board meeting, 
Sept. 14.

“It is impressive when you think 
about all of the changes that have 
taken place and what we ask of our 
teachers,” board member Carl John-
son said. “I’m glad everyone has been 
so patient, and it has not stressed us 
out too much.”

With some students learning from 
their homes, teachers have had to pre-
pare lessons for both in-person and 
online classes.

“The teachers are really needing to 
create two different lesson plans that 
address the standard so that none of 
the students are behind,” Dr. Kristen 
Rickey, superintendent, said. “The ac-
tivities have to be different and based 
on different interactions because of 
the remote learners. It is really hard 
on our teachers.”

The board also addressed the sec-
ond semester. Information will be 
sent to families in December about 
registration. Commitment to second 
semester online or in-person classes 
will be expected by late December.

“We want this to be a semester-long 
decision,” Rickey said, “but at the kin-
dergarten through eighth-grade level, 
it makes sense to us that if the family 
says ‘this is not what I am able to do’ 
there are no credits issued for K-8, we 
are happy to take those folks back.”

However, if a family decides that 
they want their student to return to 
in-person classes, they will not be able 
to reverse that decision. High school 
cases will be decided on a case by case 
situation.

Board members looked ahead to 
the possibility of what snow days will 
look like. An issue they see is getting 
internet access to those who need 
it. With the majority of students in 
schools, they may not have the nec-
essary access to online tools.

“It will either not be electronic or 
there will be multiple options,” Rick-
ey said. “One of the options will be 
electronic, but the other is paper and 
pencil because we won’t be able to get 
hot spots to families.”

WD adapts  
to ever-changing 
situation

In Today’s

PressManchester

Enter Our Weekly

FOOTBALL 
CONTEST

109 E. Delaware St., Manchester • 927-2020

Enter 
Weekly

for 
Cash 
Prizes!

ad
no

=
17

64
52


