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Check out our Sports Section in this week’s Manchester Press for highlights from the
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mike.putz@wcinet.com

Area school districts are again faced with deter-
mining plans to make up days missed by a winter 
season that just won’t quit.

For West Delaware Community Schools, the plan 
is for Friday, May 31 to be the last student attendance 
day. The district still has 17 hours available to be used 
for weather delays or cancellations.

In a letter sent to parents Feb. 20, Superintendent 
Dr. Kristen Rickey explained how the school will ad-
just the calendar to make up for lost days.

In the letter, Rickey said the district will add 20 min-
utes to the end of each student day beginning Mon-
day, March 4. That change means student dismissal 
at the high school will be 3:15 p.m., and 3:25 p.m. at 
Lambert Elementary and West Delaware Middle 
School.

Early dismissal days will now be 1:35 p.m. at the 
high school and 1:45 p.m. at Lambert Elementary 
and West Delaware Middle School.

In addition, Monday, April 22, which was sched-

uled as a vacation day, will now be a student atten-
dance day.

Beginning Wednesday, May 1, there will be no ear-
ly dismissals on Wednesdays, with students attending 
school for the full day.

Rickey said the district is waiting until May 1 to 
suspend early dismissals because of the importance 
of professional development. “Those Wednesdays 
are critical times for teachers. They need that time to 
plan interventions, changing instruction based on 
how students are doing on assessments and progress 
monitoring. In May, teachers will stay beyond their 
contract time to get that planning in.”

Rickey said district staff uses every minute of their 
professional development time. “I think sometimes 
there is a community perception that when the kids 
are out, the teachers are out. That is not true. We use 
every single minute of that time to do planning, adjust 
instruction and work collaboratively.”

Rickey thanked the community for their patience 
and understanding. “The community has been very 
supportive and understanding that we need to put 
student safety first. I absolutely have heard no com-

plaints about the weather cancellations. I really 
appreciate the community support and their flex-
ibility in trying to make this work for everyone.”

Maquoketa Valley officials have also sent a letter 
to parents with their plan to make up missed days. 
As of Feb. 20, the last day of school for students is 
Thursday, May 30.

Maquoketa Valley will not have an early dis-
missal Wednesday, Feb. 27 and will now have a 
full day of school.

Other changes include:
• Monday, March 18 will now be a full day of 

school instead of spring break.
•Thursday, April 11 will be a full day of school 

instead of an early dismissal.
• Monday, April 22 will be a full day of school 

and not an Easter break day.
• Wednesday, May 1 will be a full day of school 

instead of an early dismissal.
• Tuesday, May 28 through Thursday, May 30 

will be make up days, with students attending full 

Multiple area schools adjust 
calendar due to weather...again
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Coming off the heels of several 
concerns regarding travel reimburse-
ments by the former CEO 
and another employee at 
Regional Medical Center 
in Manchester, a special 
investigation by the State 
has resulted in the identi-
fication of $256,675 in im-
proper disbursements and 
$28,004 of unsupported 
disbursement.

According to a newly 
released report from Rob 
Sand, Iowa’s state auditor, 
there were multiple financial impro-
prieties submitted on behalf of both 
the former CEO Lon Butikofer and 
the former Fund System and Devel-
opment Director Mike Briggs.

Sand reported Butikofer and Briggs 
were reimbursed for mileage and meal 

costs for trips which Butikofer him-
self “identified as improper or events 
which representatives of professional 
organizations reported did not occur 
on the dates claimed,” documents 

state. 
“In addition, the Cen-

ter’s credit card was used 
for travel costs associated 
with these events. Travel 
costs were also improperly 
paid by the Center for trips 
which were personal in na-
ture and were not related 
to Center operations,” the 
report reads.

A copy of the report has 
been filed with the Iowa Di-

vision of Criminal Investigation, the 
Delaware County Attorney’s Office 
and the Attorney General Office, doc-
uments state.

The investigation focused on finan-
cial transactions which took place be-
tween Jan. 1, 2009 and March 15, 2017.

Documents state Butikofer was 
hired as an assistant administrator 
at RMC in 1986 and was promoted 
to CEO in 1993. Briggs was hired in 
March 2009 and was further promoted 
in October 2014.

In February 2017, RMC’s IT depart-

ment flagged materials in emails that 
raised concern over certain behaviors. 
As a result of the flagged emails, the 
chief financial officer began review-
ing travel reimbursements to Butikofer 
which were unusual in nature — in-
cluding one instance where Butikofer 

listed a travel expense for a meeting he 
did not attend.

A subsequent meeting between 
the CFO and Butikofer resulted in 
Butikofer admitting there had been 
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A special state investigation focused on the travel expenses of the former CEO of Regional Medical 
Center in Manchester.

LON 

BUTIKOFER

$256,000 of ‘improper disbursements’
Audit report fi nds host of irregularities 
connected to former CEO, other staffer
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A more detailed look at what a po-
tential new city shop could look like is 
beginning to take shape as the Man-
chester City Council approved a $4,600 
contract with Demmer Architecture to 
complete a schematic design.

The contract with Demmer will pro-
vide the council with enough cost esti-
mate information it can begin putting 
together a bond proposal, documents 
state.

The city has spent the last several 
years discussing and researching a 
potential new shop, and after unveiling 
the initial design options to the public, 
the issue went back to the committee 
level for more discussion.

Manchester resident Jeff Ogden 
said he wanted to speak to the council 
about the architectural agreement, but 
said he was unable to get placed on the 
agenda. He said he didn’t see the agen-
da until Friday evening and wasn’t able 
to get in touch with anyone at City Hall 
in the meantime.

Councilmember Dean Sherman 
motioned to have the issue taken off 
the consent agenda and placed with 
the action items for further discus-
sion, but his motion died for a lack of a 
second. Councilmembers Dan Stelken 
and Ron Struble were not present.

Councilmember Mary Ann Poynor 
said she didn’t second the motion be-
cause the proposal has been discussed 
before and Ogden spoke on it then. 
She said she felt this issue is just going 
around in circles.

Councilmember Tanya Bradley 
said she didn’t second the motion be-
cause the proposal was just for more 
information, nothing was being final-
ized and funding hasn’t been identi-
fied yet. Bradley said there will be more 
discussions on the issue in the future, 
but for now it’s best to move forward.

Sherman said he wanted the issue 
moved because he had been con-
tacted by Ogden and said he un-
derstood Ogden’s request given the 
tough timeline.

But without a second on the mo-
tion, the issue stayed in the consent 

Mike Putz • Staff Photo

Manchester resident John Errthum shovels snow off his sidewalk at his home in Manchester. Like many area residents, Errthum 
admitted he’s had all of winter he cares for this year.

New week, same old chore

Council 
approves 
architect 
agreement 
for city shop
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