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Friends of the Castle Theatre in 
Manchester have named the theatre 
auditorium in honor of Al Remling, 
who served as the first president 
of the community-owned theatre. 
Remling died in May 2021.

The naming of the auditorium 
took place recently at the annual 
meeting of the Friends of the Cas-
tle Theatre.

“We know how important Mr. 
Remling was to the continued op-
eration of the Castle Theatre as a 
community-owned theatre and the 
board of directors thought it was 
important to recognize that,” said 
Zach Schmidt, president of the 
Friends of the Castle Theatre.

Remling was elected president by 
the board at its first meeting after 
the incorporation of the theatre as a 
non-profit in September 2009, serv-
ing six years in the role.

Jack Klaus and Duane Tiemens 
created the incorporation after 
Bob Fridley, president of Fridley 
Theatres, called Klaus to say he 
would be closing the theatre unless 
someone was willing to put togeth-
er a non-profit group to whom he 
could sell it.

“Duane and I, along with a group 
of volunteers, spent a lot of time 
looking at other non-profit the-
atres and working out how we could 
make it work if people with expe-
rience like the Fridleys couldn’t,” 
Klaus explained. “Once we worked 
our way through that, we knew we 
needed to find a charismatic leader 
who would be able to get people to 
work together and be willing to put 
forth the effort to guide the theatre 
through those early years. I don’t 
quite know how or who got Al in-
volved, but suddenly he was part of 

our group and it was apparent he 
had the skills we needed.”

Fridley eventually sold the the-
atre to the group for one dollar.

Soon volunteers stepped up to 
deep clean every part of the theatre, 
do some remodeling and make de-
cisions about saving the marquee. 
Some learned how to run the pro-
jector and many donated money. 
The group also received support 
from the Knights of Pythias, who 
owned the building.

“Al’s  favorite saying was ‘we 
turned the lights on in downtown 
Manchester.’  The whole  thing 
came together under Al’s and the 
committee’s leadership,” Klaus 
said.

Klaus believes Remling was re-
sponsible for a new surround sound 
system in the theatre.

“He thought that should be our 

next project, but we didn’t have 
any spare money. Suddenly Al an-
nounced that an anonymous donor 
had contributed the $14,000 need-

ed for the sound system. Al would 
never tell us who the donor was, but 
in my mind, I have always suspect-
ed it was Al himself.”

Castle names auditorium after former theatre president

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
Zach Schmidt, president of the Friends of the Castle Theatre, stands 
next to the sign naming the auditorium in honor of Al Remling.
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Riley Zietlow, 6, enjoys time with friends Yeti (left) and Jakobe following the Maquoketa Velley 
homecoming parade, Sept. 24. Additional photos of Maquoketa Valley’s homecoming are on page 5A.
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While it isn’t a cause for im-
mediate concern, the Manches-
ter City Council is preparing for 
the inevitable repair of the West 
Marion Street Bridge and the 
six-to-seven figure cost that will 
come along with it.

The council approved a re-
quest by Fehr Graham to sub-
mit a letter to the Iowa DOT 
requesting funding through the 
City Bridge Program, which will 
be sent on a city letterhead and 
signed by a city official in the 
coming days.

Ryan Wicks, branch manag-
er and project engineer at Fehr 
Graham, said they did complete 
an inspection of the West Mar-
ion Bridge last June and found 
that there are signs of degrada-
tion on the joints and the bridge 
ends which will likely need to be 
addressed in the next few years.

“The bridge is not structurally 
deficient, but it does need atten-
tion,” Wicks said.

Given that it could take a few 

years before Manchester would 
be considered for funding, the 
council determined it  was a 
prudent move to get in line ear-
ly, especially given the potential 
for a massive infrastructure bill 
being passed at the federal level.

With the state’s rating system, 
bridges in most dire need of re-
pair tend to score the highest, 
but traffic counts and other fac-
tors are weighed in.

One thing the West Marion 
Street Bridge has going for it 
is the fact that it serves as the 
primary detour for Highway 13 
during flooding events.

Fehr Graham’s current esti-
mate for the anticipated repair 
work ranges between $750,000 
to $1,200,000 and if  the city 
can’t obtain outside funding, it 
will eventually have to pay for 
the project through local funds.

The council also tentatively 
approved a change of address 
request from Dennis and Kathy 
Meisgeier, who bought a vacant 
lot on Bailey Drive situated 
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