
www.VictoryFordOnline.com

Call Toll Free 888-201-8418

“The dealership you’ll send your friends to.”

Just Off Hwy. 20, 1 mile East of Rt. 
136  DYERSVILLE, IOWA

STOP OUT TODAY AND SEE WHY MORE AND MORE PEOPLE ARE DOING BUSINESS WITH VICTORY FORD!
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2019 FORD
 EDGE SEL 

Save
$8,321

Leather, remote start, 
SYNC 3. 

Don’t 
miss 
this 
deal!
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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Manchester residents are invited 
to take part in two visioning sessions 
this week as the city begins the pro-
cess of achieving economic and pop-
ulation growth.

Teaming up with McClure, a Mid-
west-based engineering, surveying 
and planning firm, the city will hold 
sessions at the fire station Thursday, 
May 2, beginning at 5:30 p.m. and 
Friday, May 3, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The meetings will address local 
challenges and build a practical 
action plan through Creative Place-
making, a people-centered approach 
to building strong, vibrant commu-
nities.

Creative Placemaking is broadly 
defined as the intentional effort to 
shape a space, from a neighborhood 
to an entire city or region, around 
arts and culture. Placemaking has 
seen successful efforts in large cities 
across America, bringing together 
diverse crowds to witness cultural 
events and art installations, rejuve-
nating local business economies and 
animating areas.

McClure Placemaking strongly 
believes that the next spaces to be re-
invigorated are the ones losing pop-
ulation the fastest — rural America. 
The company feels Manchester’s ea-
gerness to find innovative solutions 
sets it apart from rural communities 
across the nation facing similar chal-
lenges.

“McClure Placemaking believes 
that Manchester already has all the 
right pieces in place for success, 
including unique amenities and 
attractions and a strong local lead-
ership ready to take action,” said 
Libby Crimmings, vice principal for 
community placemaker at McClure. 
“The key is leveraging these assets to 
develop a plan with long term, sus-
tainable economic impact while 
making the community a better 
place to live, work and play.”

The McClure team will lead the 
sessions for community members to 
identify unique local assets and how 
they could be capitalized, provide 
insight on local challenges and give 
feedback into the types of projects 
and amenities desired in town.

The process is expected to take 
six months and is broken down into 
three phases: community vision-
ing, and a capacity assessment and 

Community 
invited to 
envisioning 
sessions

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

A potential developer recently ap-
proached the city of Manchester about 
possibly acquiring the house located 
at 500 North Franklin St., which is lo-
cally known as “the old funeral home,” 
and re-purposing it into a youth center.

After a lengthy three-year grind in 
the court system, the council acquired 
ownership of the house for $4,000 in 
late 2018. Following the purchase, 
council members were left scratching 
their heads as to what to do with the 
new dilemma it presented — what can 
be done with a structure in such an ad-
vanced state of disrepair?

Taking on the mountain of renova-
tions was not an endeavor the coun-
cil wanted to commit itself to, but at 
the same time, tearing down such a 

visible historical building would also 
not sit well with residents. As for selling 
it, the council feared if the house was 
purchased by someone without sig-
nificant financial backing, the house 
could be thrown to the wayside again, 
which likely would have caused the 
city to go back to court and bring the 
situation full circle.

But recently, a potential solution 
presented itself to the council.

“In conversations with Mr. (Craig) 
Hutton, he is in the process of explor-
ing the development of a non-profit 
organization to run and operate the 
center,” the council agenda stated. “As 
a part of this process, he has reviewed 
the property with an architect and a 
number of contractors to develop a 
cost estimate to bring the property up 
to code and into compliance.”

In order to develop a more concise 

estimate of what needs to be done to 
the property, the council has agreed 
to let Hutton and crew perform some 
exploratory work on the house before 
any sort of a purchase agreement 
could be drafted. While the council 
green-lit allowing Hutton to tear back 
some of the flooring, walls and ceiling, 
city staff and City Attorney Jim Peters 
are still in the process of devising a 
contract which would absolve the city 
of liability.

In addition, the council also tenta-
tively agreed to provide Hutton with a 
dumpster at the city’s cost.

Councilman Dean Sherman 
said when the council decided to go 
through the process of acquiring the 
building through the court system, 
their intention was to keep the build-
ing from falling into further disrepair.

“I’m all for working with people to 
see if this project is feasible,” Sherman 
said. “The cost of a dumpster is not 
much when weighed against possibly 
saving the building.”

Councilmember Mary Ann Poynor 
agreed that letting Hutton and his crew 
in to begin light gut work was absolute-
ly the right move, stating the council 
“would be fools not to.”

But the exact scope of work to getting 
the building back to being safe for oc-

cupancy is currently unknown. What 
is known, however, is that the build-
ing was without heat for several years, 
which was likely not ideal for the water 
pipes during Iowa winters.

Developer eyes old Manchester funeral home
Previously abandoned building may 
morph into youth center
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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

I o w a n s  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n 
known to have a quiet  digni-
ty about them, but Sen. Chuck 
Grassley said he’d l ike to see 
them act with a little more brava-
do when it comes to their success.

“Iowans don’t brag enough,” 
Grassley said while visiting XL 
Specialty Trailers in Manchester 
April 23.

Following his extensive tour 
of the factory floor with manage-
ment personnel, Grassley was 
amazed to hear XL Trailers was 
near the top of its industry. He 
said the only way to make that 
more common knowledge is to be 
more vocal about its accomplish-
ments.

“Here you are, second in the in-
dustry and trying to be first some-
day, and you don’t brag about it. I 
don’t know you exist until I come 
here,” he said. “I think that’s true 
of Iowa in general — we have to 
sell ourselves more to the rest of 
the world.”

With 230 employees running 
two shifts, XL Trailers is able to 
manufacture 95% of the materials 
used in the construc-
tion of its trailers.

“ It ’s  n i c e  t o  k n ow 
they’re top in their in-
dustry,” Grassley told 
the Manchester Press. 
“They make so many 
different products and 
can sell you a trailer for 
almost anything you 
want to haul.”

X L Trai lers  makes 
a trailer that hauls many of the 
enormous components vital to 
wind energy operations, some-
thing near and dear to Grassley’s 
heart.

Grassley said he’s the father 
of the wind energy tax credit and 
when he fought for that in 1992, he 
didn’t have the slightest idea that 
Iowa would be getting 40% of elec-
tricity from wind.

“It’s quite marvelous to hear 
this kind of stuff is going on in 
Iowa,” he said.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  t o u r ,  a n 

open-ended forum was held in the 
break room, where all employees 
were encouraged to ask the Sena-
tor whatever they wanted.

Grassley said he tries to get to 
each of Iowa’s 99 counties, visiting 
both town-hall sessions and tour-
ing businesses.

H e  s a i d 
t h i s  w a y , 
constituents 
that may not 
b e  a b l e  t o 
leave work to 
attend other 
f o r u m s  c a n 
have an op-
portunity to 
m a k e  t h e i r 
v o i c e  a n d 

concerns heard.
Being the trailer industry is 

heavily reliant on steel and alu-
minum, the question of what the 
current situation surrounding 
several tariffs was brought up rel-
atively quickly.

“I’ve had conversations with 
the President on it, and he isn’t in-
clined to take them off, but this is 
what I tried to explain to him — he 
put the tariffs on because Mexico 
and Canada weren’t negotiating. 
So they’ve negotiated and he’s 
gotten what he considers a good 

agreement and what I consider 
a good agreement, particular-
ly in the automobile industry,” 
Grassley said. “So I said don’t 
you think these tariffs should 
come off? They negotiated in 
good faith and he said ‘no.’”

Grassley said the Trump ad-
ministration wants to continue 
to use tariffs to leverage quotas 
and stop the Chinese from ship-
ping metal products to Canada 
and Mexico, which in turn de-
liver them to the U.S.

“If they don’t come off, there 
won’t be any USMCA,” Grassley 
said. “I guess it’s just a ‘wait un-
til he wakes up (situation).’”

As for tariffs related to China, 
Grassley said there has been 
some progress made.

He said they’ve been nego-
tiating intellectual property, 
stealing trade secrets and cur-
rency manipulation with the 
Chinese government.

“I think they’re coming close 
to getting an agreement now,” 
he said, adding things could 
come to a resolution as early as 
June.

But, Grassley said, most im-
portant to any deal with China 

Grassley tours Manchester

Dylan Kurt • Staff Photo
XL Specialty Trailer’s Josh Doyle, right, gives a short presentation to Sen. Chuck Grassley during Grassley’s tour of the factory April 
23.

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
The structure at 500 North Franklin Street will undergo some 
exploratory work to determine the scope of renovation work 
that needs to be done.
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“It’s quite marvelous to 
hear this kind of stuff is 

going on in Iowa.” 

  SEN. CHUCK GRASSLEY 
ON XL SPECIALTY TRAILERS’ SUCCESS

Senator talks tariffs, the boarder with 
constituents at XL Specialty Trailers


