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MANCHESTER’S FALL
OPEN HOUSES

Thursday, Sept. 20th thru Saturday, Sept. 22nd

Sparkling Night

Wine  Delight
Thursday, Septembe 22nd

SHOP 

LOCAL!

Th ursday, 
Sept. 20th

5-8 pm
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See 
Fall Specials 

inside 
Today’s Issue!

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Democratic candidate for governor 
Fred Hubbell spoke of his vision for 
Iowa in a brief campaign stop at Fire-
side Pub and Steakhouse in Manches-
ter Sept. 17.

He said reversing the privatization 
of Medicaid would be a top priority for 
him and his running mate, State Sena-
tor Rita Hart, if they are elected in No-
vember. “This privatization has been 
an absolute failure for people all across 
Iowa,” he said. “I just came from a 
meeting in Cedar Rapids with a bunch 
of providers who have nothing good to 
say about it. It’s hurting both providers 
and patients.”

Hubbell said mental health funding 
must increase across the state. “We 

need more funding into mental health. 
Right now, we are talking about men-
tal health but we aren’t doing anything 
now. We need more beds and more 
doctors all across the state if we are go-
ing to really address the issue.”

Hubbell said increased funding for 
education is important if Iowa is to 
move forward. “We need to fully fund 
our public schools. That’s our future. If 
we aren’t willing to invest in education 
and job training for everybody, then 
what is going to happen to our work-
force for the future? We can’t keep cut-
ting education and think we are going 
to have a great workforce.”

Hubbell told the crowd that person-
al income for Iowans must increase 
and that collective bargaining for state 
workers must be restored.

Following his comments to the audi-

ence, he spoke about concerns he has 
with agriculture in the state, criticizing 
Gov. Kim Reynold’s response to tariff 
talk in Washington, D.C. “We need a 
governor who will stand up for farmers 
regardless of who is in the White House. 
It shouldn’t matter what your political 
party is. If the people in Washington are 
doing something harmful for Iowans, 
the governor needs to stand up. The 
governor is elected to represent Iowans 
and not a political party. Unfortunately, 
this governor is doing exactly what the 
party wants her to do.”

Hubbell said the talk of tariffs on 
farm commodities was no surprise 
during the presidential campaign of 
2016. “The current president cam-
paigned on tariffs. We knew they 

Hubbell highlights vision in Manchester stop
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Democratic candidate for governor, Fred Hubbell, speaks to 
a crowd during a campaign stop Sept. 17 at Fireside Pub and 
Steakhouse in Manchester.
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With Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds 
on hand, West Delaware High School 
launched a registered apprenticeship 
in welding program during a ceremony 
in the high school library Sept. 13.

Using an employer-driven, “learn 
while you earn” model, the apprentice-
ship will offer students the opportunity 
to learn a skilled trade and give local 
employers the opportunity to recruit 
local, skilled laborers to positions in 
area factories.

The program will give high school 
students 450 hours of formal training 
while in high school and close to 2,000 
hours of additional experience at one 
of the companies partnering with the 
school. According to West Delaware 
welding instructor Seth Harms, the 
program is a great opportunity for his 
students. “This gives the students a 
chance to earn close to $30,000 over 
two years while in high school. When 
the program is complete, they will re-
ceive not only a high school diploma 
but also a career pathways certificate 
from Northeast Iowa Community Col-
lege (NICC). It gives our students the 
unique opportunity to have them learn 
skills that are in high demand not just in 
Delaware County, but all over. Not only 
am I excited to see what our students 
can learn from this program, but also 
what I can learn from them.”

The registered apprenticeship will 

begin with six students, with plans to 
expand to 20 students within two years.

Reynolds said she believes the pro-
gram is just the beginning for West 
Delaware as well as other Iowa schools, 
telling the audience, “I’ve been talking 
about what you do here at West Dela-
ware for a long time. The great work 
you do here is an example for other 
school districts to follow. I’m confident 
West Delaware’s leadership will inspire 
more employers and administrators 
to launch similar partnerships across 

Iowa.”
The governor spoke of the impact 

of registered apprenticeship pro-
grams across the state. “The idea of 
high school students doing registered 
apprenticeships is catching on in 
Iowa because it creates tremendous 
opportunities for everyone involved. 
For students, it means developing a 
career-ready skill while earning a pay-
check and earning college credit. From 
the school’s end, it provides assurance 
the student is on a career path with the 

earn-and-learn model. For employ-
ers, the apprenticeship is a tool to have 
a strong pipeline of skilled workers in 
areas like advanced manufacturing, 
healthcare, IT, value-added agriculture 
and many more.”

In attendance for the ceremony 
were representatives of Henderson 
Products, XL Specialized Trailers 
and Paladin Attachments. The three 
companies will work in cooperation 

Welding apprenticeship to offer 
unique opportunity for students
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Iowa Lt. Gov. Adam Gregg, left, and Gov. Kim Reynolds listen to West Delaware welding instructor 
Seth Harms discuss the school’s welding program.
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When Zoe Walz was getting ready to go to the 
Edgewood-Colesburg football game Sept. 14, 
she watched a few YouTube videos of soldiers 
returning home and surprising their families. 
“It was weird, but I guess I wanted to see people 
coming home to their families,” the Ed-Co sixth 
grader explained.

Little did she know that she and her family 
would be in a video themselves later that night 
when Staff Sgt. Johnny Walz returned to sur-
prise his family at the end of the Ed-Co/North 
Linn football game. Staff Sgt. Walz had been de-
ployed at various locations in the Middle East 
for the past year.

The surprise reunion took place at the end 
of a check presentation Zoe Walz made to Re-
trieving Freedom, a non-profit organization in 
Waverly, dedicated to training service dogs to 
help people. Among those helped by the ser-
vice dogs are military veterans suffering from 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Zoe 
Walz joined a campaign during her father’s de-
ployment called R.E.D Friday Project, a national 
campaign that stands for Remember Every De-
ployment. Zoe Walz chose the R.E.D. project for 
her 4-H project and as a way to support her fa-
ther as well as other families affected by military 
deployments. At the end of the game Friday, she 

presented representatives of Retrieving Free-
dom with a check for $10,000 from proceeds of 
her shirt campaign. The campaign raised over 
$12,000 with the additional money going to her 
father and his unit stationed overseas. With her 
on the field for the presentation was her mother, 
Alicia Walz, her sisters Miley and Hallie Walz, 
and her brother, Wyatt Walz. While Alicia Walz 

knew her husband was nearby, the children 
were unaware their dad was about to appear.

Staff Sgt. Walz, stationed in Ft. Hood, Tex-
as, telephoned his wife, Alicia Walz, the day 
before the game to alert her that he would be 
coming home. He left Texas Friday afternoon 
and landed in Cedar Rapids at 7:30 p.m., where 
his father-in-law, JD Degenford picked him up. 

“We stopped at the fire station in Edgewood so 
I could change into my uniform,” Johnny Walz 
said. “Then I hid behind the visitor’s bleachers 
until the check presentation.”

He continued, “You always see on YouTube 
when a soldier surprises his loved ones, but you 
never think you will have the opportunity to do 
it. Everything worked out perfectly.”

Alicia Walz said the R.E.D. project helped 
the family during her husband’s year overseas. 
“It helped us focus on the greater good of what 
Johnny was doing and what our role was at 
home as a family to support him and the peo-
ple he was with. It also helped keep awareness 
in the community that there are families right 
here that are affected by deployment. Not just 
ours, but several other kids that are also going 
through the same thing. It’s nice to keep this in 
front of people that this is a reality, that there 
are people sacrificing their life for the rest of us.”

For Staff Sgt. Walz, who will begin work at the 
1034th Battalion in Dubuque as a training NCO, 
the care packages that arrived from home were 
welcomed. “What started out as a little fund-
raising project for 4-H blew up into something 
big. To receive care packages on top of it with 
some of the funds, it’s something from home. 
There’s stuff we could buy over there, but it’s a 
different feeling when you get a package from 
home and can disperse it among the people in 
the unit.”

Surprise reunion highlights check presentation
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Staff Sgt. Johnny Walz is welcomed home by his family in Edgewood Sept. 14.
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The Edgewood-Colesburg 
School Board approved a mem-
bership with Delaware County 
Economic Development at their 
regular meeting Monday night. 
The district will pay $200 for a 
year of membership.

The membership will allow 
educators to come to the district 
for career counseling, school-
to-work programs, job fairs, 
and other activities in order to 
prepare students for the future. 
Members of the public who are 
familiar with the program stated 
that the school board will certain-
ly benefit from the membership. 
Other school districts in the area 
also take advantage of the mem-
bership. All board members ap-
proved this item.

In other news:
• Coach Alex Hanna gave a 

Ed-Co 
prepares 
students 
for life 
after 
graduation
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