
A DIVISION OF

7 18 9 9 2 1 1 0 0 1 1

ManchesterPress

ManchesterPress
MANCHESTERPRESS.COM      •     YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1871     •     WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2021     •     2 SECTIONS  •   $ 1.25

OBSTETRICS UNIT OPENS AT RMC
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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Edgewood-Colesburg officials are expected 
to discuss whether or not to lift the mandatory 
mask mandate for students and staff in the dis-
trict at their April school board meeting.

According to Board President Dan Vente-
icher, the discussion is in response to requests 
from parents to eliminate the mandate and to, 
instead, make it optional.

“We usually wait to get a lot of our guid-
ance from the CDC (Center for Disease Con-
trol) or the IDPH (Iowa Department of Public 
Health),” Venteicher said. “But a couple of us 
board members, I wouldn’t say we have been 
alarmed, but we have been surprised with how 
many parents would like to see this move from 
a mandate to a choice.”

Venteicher said complaints from parents 
include students’ glasses fogging up while 
wearing a mask to students having secondary 
problems as a result of the masks.

“Discussion has stemmed from schools like 
North Butler dropping their mandate. But also, 
as a board, we had an entrance plan at the be-
ginning of the pandemic how this was all going 
to work, but we’ve never had an exit plan. So 
we are just trying to lay some eyes on it and see 
what our exit strategy could look like.”

Board member Matt Elliot posed the ques-
tion on his Facebook page about making masks 
voluntary instead of mandatory. Late last week 
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“At the end of the day, we aren’t under 

the impression we will make everyone 

happy. But our main focus here is to do 

what’s best for students.”

DAN VENTEICHER

BY DANIEL CHARLAND

daniel.charland@wcinet.com

West Delaware High School is 
performing the musical Into the 
Woods Thursday, April 8 and Satur-
day, April 10 at 7:30 p.m. both nights. 
This fairy tale musical follows the 
story of a baker and his wife who 
have been cursed with childlessness 
by the witch next door. To reverse the 
curse, they set out on a quest that en-
tangles them with famous fairytale 
characters like Cinderella, Little Red 
Riding Hood, Rapunzel, and others.

While the high school typically 
has a musical in the fall and a play 
in the spring, changes to the sched-
ule were made this year due to the 
impact of COVID-19 on the school 
year.

“It’s definitely been different this 
year from any year in the past,” said 
Anna Werner, a senior who plays 
the role the Baker’s Wife. “I’ve done 
musicals all my years here, this is my 

fourth, and it’s always in the fall, so 
the spring is a whole new ball game. 
Usually, we work around volleyball, 
football, and cross country, but this 
year we have to work around golf, 
track and soccer, and those practic-
es tend to coincide with each oth-

er. Other than that, it’s been pretty 
much the same. We’re always in a 
crunched schedule, it seems like, 
but we somehow always seem to 
pull it together at the very end.”

According to Werner, it was un-
known whether or not there would 

be a musical at all this year until it 
was decided to be safe in February.

“Our school wasn’t allowing 
us to bring in outside visitors, so it 
didn’t make sense to do a musical. 
That was when Delaware County’s 
positivity rate was super high in the 
fall and we were in hybrid classes to 
limit as much contact as possible. 
Usually, we have a play in the spring, 
the time slot we’re in right now, but 
the play moved itself to June and we 
were able to just slip into this time.”

Another significant change for 
the school musical is the degree that 
students have had to take responsi-
bility for the show’s development, 
according to Regan Recker, one of 
the student directors.

“This year has been a really new 
experience,” said Recker. “We’ve had 
a lot of students helping each other. 
Typically in the past, we would have 
our head directors teach the show, 

West Delaware prepares for Into the Woods

Daniel Charland • Staff Photo
From left, Anna Werner, Sheeley McMahon and Ian Rogers 
star as the Baker’s Wife, the Witch, and the Baker in West 
Delaware’s production of Into the Woods.
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While a visit from the Easter Bunny looks a little different this year, it doesn’t look like anyone in this photo is complaining. 
The Easter Bunny passes a bucket of gifts to Gage Schmidt, while his sister, Chloe Schmidt, center, and neighbor Aurora Milroy, 
right, look on. Helping the Easter Bunny is GNB Bank Kids Club celebrity Ginny Bee. GNB Bank and Mix 94.7 KMCH teamed up 
to surprise 12 random winners throughout the county with a surprise visit from the bunny and bee. The visit took place April 1 
in the driveway of Gage and Chloe’s parents, Zach and KeriAnne Schmidt.

Driveway surprise
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