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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Exide Technologies is celebrating 
the 45th anniversary of its Manches-
ter plant, fondly recalling the past but 
geared toward the future.

What started as Prestolite when 
battery production began in August 
1974 has grown to become one of the 
largest and most successful dry-charge, 
heavy-duty battery plants in the United 
States.

General Battery acquired Prestolite 
in 1985 before Exide Corporation ac-
quired General Battery in 1987.

The plant employs 324 total workers 
in three shifts. The plant is an import-
ant part of the area economy, with 133 
workers living in Manchester and an-
other 193 living in Delaware County.

A company celebration two weeks 
ago recognized the workforce, cele-
brating workforce milestones among 
the employees.

Human Resources Manager Marty 
Langel said the average length of ser-
vice at the Manchester plant is 17 years. 
“That’s a rarity that you don’t find very 
often,” he said. “One of the groups we 
specifically recognized was a group of 
12 people who all had 40 years of service 
here. That’s really incredible when you 
think about it.”

Langel believes the philosophy 
of Exide Technologies plays a role in 
worker loyalty. “From the corporate 
offices on down, we believe in family,” 
Langel said. “We try to make people feel 
comfortable. It can be tough to do in our 
type of work environment because it 
can get hot and can be physical work. 
But we make every effort to make our 

Still in 
‘charge’

Court documents confirm that two 
former officials of a Manchester hospital 
recently were arrested for receiving pay-
ments for personal trips they passed off 
as company business.

Former Regional Medical Center CEO 
Lonnie D. Butikofer, 61, of Manchester, 
and the hospital’s former system fund 
and development director, Michael D. 
Briggs, 53, also of Manchester, are each 
charged in Iowa District Court of Dela-

ware County with 
first-degree theft.

T h e  a r r e s t s 
came four months 
after a special 
state investigation 
found more than 
$255,000 in “im-
proper disburse-
ments” were made 
in relation to trips 

taken by the duo.
The state auditor’s office launched the 

investigation at the behest of hospital of-
ficials “as a result of concerns regarding 
certain travel reimbursements” for Bu-
tikofer and Briggs. The latter was fired 
from his position on Feb. 23, 2017, and 
Butikofer, who had served as the non-
profit organization’s CEO since 1993, 
resigned four days later.

Iowa Auditor Rob Sand stated in 

the report that 
his office “identi-
fied $256,675.52 
o f  i m p r o p e r 
disbursements 
and $28,004.79 
of unsupported 
disbursements” 
in examining the 
activities of Bu-
tikofer and Briggs 

since the start of 2009. Briggs was hired 
in March 2009.

The series of events that led to both 
men’s departures from the hospital ap-
peared to start in February 2017. The re-
port stated that the hospital’s information 
technology staff “identified materials in 
certain emails which caused concern re-
garding certain behaviors and resulted in 
the identification of potential personnel 

Two former RMC offi cials arrested on theft charges
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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

The owner of a Manchester can 
redemption center has been arrested 
after authorities say he withheld over 
$10,000 in payments to customers.

Gregory Ralph Rogers, 39, of Man-
chester, was arrested on a warrant for 
theft first degree on June 20, according 
to court records.

Brad Comer, a Manchester police 
officer who was working part-time at 

Can Do Too as a driver, alerted author-
ities to what he suspected was illegal 
activity.

According to an affidavit from Del-
aware County Sheriff ’s Office Inves-
tigator Travis Hemesath, Comer was 
responsible for can pick-up for the 
larger accounts with which Can Do 
Too did business.

Comer explained that after the ship-
ment of cans was brought to the facility, 
a contract or slip of paper is signed by 
the customer before the cans are pro-

cessed. The cans 
are then count-
ed and a dollar 
amount is tran-
scribed on the slip 
before that num-
ber is manually 
entered into the 
computer system.

On numerous 
occasions, Com-
er said customers 
were telling him they were not receiv-
ing the correct payment, or in some 
instances, payment at all.

“I observed that customers weren’t 
getting paid in a timely manner. As of 

mid-March, there were accounts that 
had not been paid that were brought 
in during November and December,” 
Comer wrote.

Comer said he had witnessed less-
er amounts being entered into the 
accounts, and based on what he had 
observed, the owner of the business 
had been going into the accounts and 
changing the amount owed.

Comer said the original submis-
sion slips containing can count, 
weight and payment owed were still at 
the establishment. These documents 
were later seized when a warrant was 

Can Do Too owner arrested for theft
Authorities say Rogers skimmed 
payments in excess of $10,000
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Delaware County talks energy
Delaware County Energy District board president Larry Gritton, left, talks about energy technology with Michael and Emily La Rosa, of 
Manchester, during a community event hosted by Wulfekuhle Electric in Delhi June 22. 
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