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16 NEW RENTALS

SEE STORY PAGE 3A

LARSEN QUALIFIES FOR STATE

SEE STORY PAGE 1B

BY CATRINA BRUNS

catrina.bruns@wcinet.com

This summer, children and

teens in Delaware County and

the surrounding area are invit-

ed to receive free breakfast and

lunch at Lambert Elementary,

with the U.S. Department of Ag-

riculture’s Summer Food Service

Program.

According to Dr. Kristen Rick-

ey, superintendent for the West

Delaware School District, the

USDA reached out to the district

three years ago to offer the pro-

gram. The Summer Food Service

Program is a federally-funded,

state-administered program that

reimburses the district for all

costs associated with the sum-

mer meals.

In 2018, the Summer Food

Service Program (SFSP) pro-

vided more than 1.5 million

nutritious meals and snacks to

children during the summer

when school was not in session,

according to the USDA website.

While the meals will be served

at a West Delaware school, Rick-

ey points out that anyone under

the age of 18 is invited to eat with

the program, regardless of fami-

dis ict or any
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BY MIKE PUTZ
along with members of the Iowa

Wood Industry Association (IWIA)

legislators who helped

KFP log salesman Kirby Kendrick

said IWIA officials have been work-

ing for three years to get the over-

eight restrictions lifted. Speaking

where he

such a disadvantage when selling

our materials.”

Kendrick said the bill signing was

the culmination of three years of

work by the IWIA at the statehouse.

ankful we have legislators

Reynolds signs bill at KFP
Mike Putz • Staff Photo

Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds addresses the crowd before signing SF 629. With Reynolds from left, State Representative Lee Hein,

Lieutenant Governor Adam Gregg, State Representative Shannon Lundgren and State Senator Dan Zumbach.

Read Online Now 24/7 at
www.manchesterpress.com
Subscribe and get both print and online at one low price!

563-927-2020
109 E Delaware St., ManchesterPress

Manchester

Pick Up Your New Subscription today!
A DIVISION OF

7 18 9 9 2 1 1 0 0 1 1

ManchesterPress

ManchesterPress
MANCHESTERPRESS.COM      •     YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1871     •     WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2019     •     2 SECTIONS  •   $ 1.25

HUSKYS WIN TITLE

PAGE 3A

HAWKS ARE ALL-STATE
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C I T Y  O F  M A N C H E S T E R

Mike Putz • Staff Photo

Martika Daniels breathes fire during her stunt performance at the Manchester Public Library’s Pop Culture and Creativity 
Festival Aug. 10.

Fire breather thrills library crowd

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

A pair of upcoming public hearings will 
most likely result in ATV/UTV users in Dela-
ware County being able to drive on one Class 
B road in the county.

The Delaware County Board of Supervisors 
has scheduled the hearings for Tuesday, Sept. 
3 and Monday, Sept. 9 for public comments 
on an amendment to County Ordinance 39, 
which regulates the operation of all-terrain 
and off-road vehicles in the county.

Supervisors are expected to approve oper-
ation on the Class B road located in Fountain 
Springs Park.

At a July meeting, supervisors approved a 
request from the Road-to-Trails Club to ride 
on the Fountain Springs road, primarily be-
cause the road is gravel instead of dirt. The 
request from the club had received approval 

Supervisors 
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ATV/UTV 
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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

During the latest installment of the city shop 
saga, a petition submitted to the city clerk will 
require the Manchester City Council to put the 
$2.6 million bond issue to the public for approv-
al.

The petition, which garnered a little over 200 
signatures, was in response to the council’s de-
sire to use a reverse referendum to secure fund-
ing for a new city shop on the east side of town.

With a reverse referendum, Iowa law states 
that if 10% of the total number of citizens who 
voted in the last city election formed a petition to 
oppose the proposal, then a vote could be forced 
or the council could go back to the drawing 
board. With the last election drawing 331 votes, 

34 signatures were required to force a vote on 
the project.

The Manchester City Council will now decide 
at its Aug. 26 meeting whether to put the bond 
issue on the Nov. 5 ballot or to scrap the current 
project.

City Manager Tim Vick said should the coun-
cil elect to put the issue on the Nov. 5 ballot, the 
proposal would need a super-majority of 60% or 
more to pass.

While City Clerk Erin Learn said she didn’t 
have exact figures, she told the council the po-
tential additional print costs to add the question 
to the Nov. 5 general election ballot would be sig-
nificantly less expensive than a special election.

The council supported taking out a $2.6 mil-
lion bond through a reverse referendum and 
also recently placed the city shop project into 

its Urban Renewal Plan, making it eligible for 
tax increment financing (TIF).

Vick told the Manchester Press since the city 
doesn’t have that kind of money in its reserves, 
it would have to borrow for the project, adding 
that if the bond passed it would not impact the 
city’s levy rate.

“We’re offsetting bonds that were previously 
passed that have fallen off, so we would not be 
changing the levy rate with this bond,” Vick said.

Kurt Meiner, who helped collect signatures 
for the petition, said it was not difficult to find 
people who wanted to see the issue put up to a 
vote.

“We got six times the number (of signatures) 
needed — I got 34 in just two hours,” Kurt Meiner 
told the council.

Jeff Ogden, who has been a vocal opponent of 
building a new shop on the east side, again said 
the project could be done for less.

“I understand we need some kind of shop. I 
do not believe in talking to every place else that 
you need a $3 million shop,” Ogden said. “The 
West Delaware bus barn — when they built that 
it was only $1 million. That would be more than 
sufficient for our city shop.”

Ogden also again took issue with the council’s 
desire to move the shop to the east side of town 
instead of leaving it in its current location.

The council and city staff have previously 
stated in part that the desire to move the shop is 
to improve accessibility during flooding events.

“When there is a high-water event and West 
Main Street is closed, all that traffic is diverted 
down West Marion Street,” Vick said. “It’s hard 
to get in and out of that area and to get the sand-
baggers in and out. If there’s a train, you’re kind 
of euchred.”

Citizen petition halts reverse referendum
Council will need to go to ballot to bond for city shop
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