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A new dollar General store opened last week in Earlville. The store is open daily from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

New store opens in Earlville

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

An idea from a Manchester 
boutique hoping to help victims 
of sexual assault has become real-
ity, sending victims a strong mes-
sage that people care for them.

Darcy Schiess, owner of MiaJo 
Boutique, collected 25 purses, 
putting clothing and other items 
in each purse, before turning 
them over to Brandi Lewin, Re-
gional Sexual Assault Response 
Team Coordinator with the Riv-
erview Center.

The purses are stylish and con-
tain a pair of leggings, a top, some 
feminine products, along with 
some face mask and perfume.

Schiess said she got the idea 
from another boutique owner. 
“There is an owner from South 
Dakota I talk with. We like to share 
ideas about how we can help our 
communities. She had done a 
drive like this for her communi-
ty and I wondered if there was a 
need for that here.”

After reaching out to Jessica 
Pape at the Manchester Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Schiess 
was put in contact with Lewin.

“We serve survivors of sexual 
assault in 14 counties through-
out Northeast Iowa,” Lewin ex-
plained. “We work with some of 
the most vulnerable individuals 
and they are dealing with possi-

bly the worst experience of their 
life. So anytime we can put a smile 
on someone’s face or make them 
feel like they are receiving some-
thing special, we certainly want to 
do that.”

Schiess pitched the idea for 
the purses on Facebook to her 
shopping group. Purses could 
be used, but she asked that they 

looked like they were new. “I can’t 
tell you how many people went 
out and bought purses to bring in 
here and donate,” she said. “My 
customers are amazing. They saw 
a need and wanted to fill it imme-
diately. It was awesome.”

Schiess’s Facebook request re-
sulted in 25 purses.

“Darcy is very active in the 
community and has a loyal cus-
tomer following,” Lewin acknowl-
edged. “So it didn’t surprise me 
that she would do something like 
this or that her customers would 
respond. But they brought in far 
more bags than I anticipated.”

Lewin said the purses may be 
brought to hospitals for assault 
victims to have and take home 
with them. Lewin said that often, 
the clothing worn by a victim at 
the time of an assault is kept for 
evidence. “The Riverview Center 
tries to stock our hospitals with 
sweatpants and t-shirts, those 
types of things. These bags are a 

Boutique’s purse program 
supports victims of assault
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Purses collected at MiaJo Boutique will go to support 
victims of sexual assault.
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BY CRAIG PURCELL

craig.purcell@wcinet.com

Upon discovery of the existence of substantial com-
munity spread of COVID-19 (coronavirus) in the state, 
Gov. Kim Reynolds is recommending that Iowa schools 
close for four weeks.

“Based on new information from the Iowa Depart-
ment of Public Health, now is the time to move to the 
next level of response,” Reynolds stated. “I am now rec-
ommending that all Iowa schools close for a period of 
four weeks to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19.”

The Senate and House have agreed to waive the re-
quirement for Iowa schools to reschedule days canceled 
following Reynolds’ recommendation, in response to 
the COVID-19 outbreak.

Any classes previously scheduled from March 16, 
2020 to April 12, 2020 will not be required to be resched-
uled. Legislation will advance today to implement this 
agreement.

“This decision will provide Iowa school districts with 
the certainty that they need to make decisions local-
ly and move ahead this school year,” said Speaker Pat 
Grassley (R-New Hartford).

“In this time of uncertainty, the legislature is working 
to deliver some certainty for Iowans,” said Senate Ma-
jority Leader Jack Whitver, R-Ankeny. “One of the most 
common questions our members receive is about re-
scheduling canceled school days. Now, Iowa schools 
and families can have some certainty regarding these 
four weeks of the school calendar.”

In a release following Reynolds’ statement, clarifica-
tions were provided by Iowa’s high school Unified Ac-
tivities partners, spring activities of the Iowa Girls High 
School Athletic Union, the Iowa High School Athletic As-
sociation, the Iowa High School Music Association and 
the Iowa High School Speech Association will be pro-
hibited through the state-recommended school closure.

This prohibits any in-person contact between coach-
es/administrators and students/student-athletes for the 
duration of this period.

Leaders of institutions and organizers of events 
should begin to act on their contingency plans related 
to large gatherings, including church services. Iowans 
should not hold or attend large gatherings of more than 
10 people, and consider making adjustments for smaller 
gatherings with high-risk groups.

Health departments urge the following actions:

Changes 
being made 
to counter 
coronavirus 
outbreak
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