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BY KAYLI REESE

Telegraph Herald

A former Manchester hospital 
official was sentenced Sept. 7 to 
two years of informal probation 
for helping a colleague who stole 
thousands of dollars from their 
workplace.

Michael D. Briggs, 55, a former 
Regional Medical Center system 
fund and development director, 
was sentenced in Iowa District 
Court of Delaware County after 
previously pleading guilty to a 
charge of accessory after the fact.

Briggs and Lonnie D. Bu-
tikofer, 63, the hospital’s former 
CEO, both initially were charged 
with first-degree theft for their 

r o l e s  i n 
the crime. 
Butikofer 
pleaded 
guilty to the 
charge in 
2019 and 
was sen-
tenced to 
two to five 
y e a r s  o f 

probation.
Court documents state that, 

between March 2009 and Febru-
ary 2017, Briggs knew Butikofer 
was stealing money from the 
hospital and aided Butikofer 
“with the intent to prevent his 

Judge sentences 
ex-hospital offi cial 
to probation
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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

With apologies to New York 
Yankee Lou Gehrig, he’s got 
nothing on Dr. John Tyrrell. 
Gehrig played in 2,130 con-
secutive games, a streak that 
ran for 14 years.

Tyrrell recently retired from 
the board of Manchester En-
terprises, a board he helped 
start in 1954 and served on for 
67 years.

Tyrrell said Manchester 
Enterprises began, following 
a conference in Des Moines.

“The Iowa governor at the 
time put out an invitation 
to people across the state to 
come to Des Moines and talk 
about industry,” Tyrrell said. 
“It was with the idea of taking 
a fine agricultural state and 
adding industry as an added 
bonus.”

Today, Manchester Enter-
prises is a not-for-profit com-
munity organization with the 
goal of attracting and main-

taining industry in Manches-
ter.

Tyrrell said he was part of a 
group of Manchester leaders 
who purchased the old airport, 
which sat where the industrial 
park now sits in the southwest 
part of Manchester.

“Our idea was to hold on 
to it until we got a full enter-

prises board established. Af-
ter that happened, the board 
purchased the land from us 
and that was where we put our 
first industry.”

That first industry was Hen-
derson Products, whose own-
er was looking to relocate from 
Cedar Rapids.

“Ollie Henderson was a 

great guy,” Tyrrell said. “He 
had a plant in Cedar Rap-
ids but was landlocked and 
couldn’t expand. We arranged 
for a place in Manchester for 
his plant.”

Soon after that, Manchester 
Enterprises offered $50 shares 

After 67 years, Tyrrell retires 
from Enterprises board

Contributed Photo
At the annual meeting of the Manchester Enterprises board, members recognized Dr. John Tyrrell for his many 
years of service to the board and community. The current board includes: front from left, Shelly Schrader, Tyrrell, 
Tirzah Wedewer and Don Loecke; back row, Craig Ingamells, Dr. Tim Collier, Jerry Bitterman, Matt Carpenter, 
John Crock and Steve Buesing.

Contributed Photo
Past Manchester Enterprises board members with Dr. John Tyrrell: front from left, 
Roger Worm, Tyrrell, Max Andrews and Leo Monaghan; back row, Mark Guetzko, 
Del Steenhard, Joe Wiewel, Duane Tiemens and Ken Burns.

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

A sport that has exploded 
in popularity over the past few 
years will now have a new fa-
cility thanks in part to a recent 
push by enthusiasts to replace 
a pair of Manchester’s aging 
tennis courts with pickleball 
courts.

To facilitate the project, the 
Manchester City Council has 
unanimously approved a game 
plan that will remove the two 
existing tennis courts at Tirrill 
Park and replace them with 
two new pickleball courts along 
with a new tennis court.

The council sought bids for 
two different options, one with 
concrete and the other with as-
phalt, but only one contractor 

made an offer on the project.
The asphalt bid came in 

49% over the preliminary es-
timate with a bid of $101,895, 
due in part to the asphalt being 
$10,000 more expensive than 
presumed, while the concrete 
bid was 1% under the prelimi-
nary estimate at $115,241.

While the concrete price ac-
tually came in much lower than 
expected, the biggest difference 
between the estimate and bid 
was found in the fencing.

“Fencing material is just 
hard to find right now,” City 
Manager Tim Vick explained.

Within the scope of the 
project, the tennis courts will 
be surrounded by a 10-foot 
fence, the pickleball courts by 
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