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Fun at Lake Delhi

See photos on page 3A

Call Toll Free 
877-300-6514

STOP OUT TODAY AND SEE WHY MORE AND MORE PEOPLE ARE DOING BUSINESS WITH VICTORY FORD!
Visit our virtual showroom at www.VictoryFordOnline.comHours:

Mon. & Thurs.:
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Tues. Wed. & Fri.:
8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.Just Off Hwy. 20, 1 mile East of Rt. 
136  DYERSVILLE, IOWA

Like
us on

“The dealership you’ll send your friends to.”
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BUYERS BONUS:
Use This Personalized Voucher For Your Guaranteed 

Trade-In Allowance Of $1,500 or More!
No Matter What Condition Your Vehicle Is In. 

PUSH IT...PULL IT...OR DRAG IT IN!

NO DOWN PAYMENT! CREDIT PROBLEMS? NO PROBLEM!! Payments starting as low as 93** per Month!

PUSH, PULL OR DRAG IT IN!
076-924
14W07

July 2018
TRADE-IN ASSISTANCE BONUS

This voucher shall guarantee the bearer to
receive $1,500 trade-in value toward 
purchase of a used car or truck over $4,000. 
This voucher is not a check.

$1,50000
Pay to the order of:
    THE SUM OF 

ONE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS
          Acct. No. 92117780

MINIMUM
TRADE-IN

GUARANTEE

Non Negotiable, Non Transferable, One Coupon Per Vehicle Purchase, Void After Above Date.  No Other Offer Applies.  
Purchase and Delivery Must Take Place These Days Only.  $1,500 Guaranteed Over $4,000.

Just Off Hwy. 20, 
1 mile East of Rt. 136  
DYERSVILLE, IOWA

$1,500.00

Refreshments 

& Sandwiches 

Saturday,

August 4th!
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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

President Donald Trump’s round-
table discussion on Workforce 
Development at Northeast Iowa 
Community College (NICC) July 26 
brought Cabinet secretaries, an Iowa 
congressman, an Iowa governor, 
business leaders and students to-
gether to share ideas on how to offer 
education and training to students 
for workforce jobs that already exist.

Besides President Trump, the 
panel included Iowa Governor 
Kim Reynolds, First District Con-
gressman Rod Blum, Department 
of Labor Secretary Alex Acosta, De-
partment of Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross, Ivanka Trump, Advisor 
to the President, Dr. Liang Chee Wee, 
President of NICC, Beth Townsend, 
Director of Iowa Workforce Develop-
ment, Georgia Van Gundy, Executive 
Director of the Iowa Business Coun-
cil, Randy Edeker, CEO of Hy-Vee, 
Matt Giese, Project Manager, Giese 
Manufacturing, Wendy Knight, Vice 
President of Institutional Effec-
tiveness and Advancement, NICC, 
Joe O’Dell, NICC student and Matt 
Droeske, Service Tech with Service-
One.

Among the audience of 200 were 
Delaware County Economic De-

velopment Director Donna Boss 
and Manchester Mayor Milt Kram-
er. Kramer also serves on the NICC 
Foundation Board.

The President addressed several 
items in the hour-long event. Before 
the panel discussion, he toured parts 
of NICC with Wee. He told the audi-
ence how impressed he was with 
what he saw. “At NICC, you are pre-
paring students for jobs of the future. 
These are jobs that are sought after. 
We’re making tremendous progress 
on workforce development.”

Ivanka Trump announced the 

Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act has passed both houses of 
Congress and that the President will 
sign the bill. “This bill will impact 11 
million students across the nation,” 
she explained. “These are students 
who are looking to fill the job market. 
It’s an enormous piece of legislation 
that will impact education across the 
nation.”

Reynolds recognized business 
leaders in the audience who are 
helping with workforce develop-
ment. “There are so many here today 
that are great partners with our high 

schools and community colleges. 
They are helping retrain and retool 
students for great careers that will 
keep them right here in Iowa.”

Wee explained that 85 percent 
of the students at NICC come from 
Northeast Iowa. “Our focus is on ca-
reer readiness and also college read-
iness. These students come to get 
skilled. These are students who live, 
work and play in Northeast Iowa.”

Congressman Blum said finding 
workers is a top priority of business-
es in his district. “Our economy is 
growing, but it’s created a problem. 

People can’t find workers.” Blum 
said welfare reform and immigration 
reform could help solve that prob-
lem. “If you are between the ages of 
18-65 and are mentally and physical-
ly able to work, with no kids in the 
home, you ought to be working. We 
also need more legal immigration 
reform. We need more temporary 
worker visas. We need workers here.”

Blum said the American Dream 
is open for everyone. “There exists 
a myth in this country that you can 

Trump’s Peosta visit resonates in Manchester

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
President Donald Trump tosses a hat that reads “Make Our Farmers Great Again” into the crowd at the conclusion of the roundtable 
discussion at NICC at Peosta July 26. With the President, from left, are First District Congressman Rod Blum, Georgia Van Gundy, 
Executive Director of the Iowa Business Council, Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds and Ivanka Trump, Advisor to the President.

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

While a move from a city par-
ish to a rural cluster of parishes 
might intimidate some people, 
the Rev. Gabriel Anderson wants 
members of the Blessed Trinity 
Cluster to know something: he’s 
excited to be here.

Anderson has replaced the Rev. 
Joseph Schneider after Schnei-
der’s retirement in July. He comes 
to Blessed Trinity from Dubuque, where he served 
St. Columbkille’s and St. Joseph the Worker parishes 
for the past 12 years.

Ordained in the Archdiocese of Dubuque 29 years 
ago, the Chicago native attended Marquette Uni-
versity in Milwaukee. “My dad said if I could leave 
Chicago I’d be better for it,” he joked. “I grew up in 
a family of five boys and five girls, with a traditional 
Italian mom and a father who grew up on a Michigan 
farm.”

Blessed Trinity Cluster is made up of 1,500 fam-
ilies with parishes in Manchester, Delhi, Ryan and 
Masonville. “Here in this cluster, Manchester is 
the center,” Anderson explained. “Some clusters 
are much more spread out.” Also in that center, is 
St. Mary’s Catholic School, which Anderson sees as 
an important step in faith formation. “The purpose 
of the pastor is to be completely supportive of the 
Catholic school system,” he said. “That includes the 

board of education, the parents and kids, and the 
teachers.” Besides weekly Mass, Anderson said he 
is here to help students with tough questions. “They 
might ask ‘why there is suffering if God loves us’? or 
‘why are people treated unjustly by others?’” Ander-
son said the answer to those questions provide im-
portant links to Christ. “Christ was treated unjustly 
and what did he do? He forgave. So there is power to 
turn evil into good. Things like that are just spiritual 
pearls of wisdom.”

Anderson also believes it’s important for him to 
be present in the lives of Catholic youth and young 
adults. “We live in a secular culture that will address 
all kinds of things but not God or his love for us. It’s 
why Jesus is so essential for us to love and to be lov-
ing to others.” With that in mind, Anderson gets out 
and about and goes to the people. “I’ve been to a lot 
of things around town, been to the county fair. The 
Holy Father tells us to get out from behind our desks 
and go where the people are. So I try to be there to 
help answer questions people may have.”

Anderson says Manchester and Delaware County 
are beautiful. “There are so many beautiful parks. 
I really enjoy the outdoors. I think it’s one of God’s 
special gifts.

He knows there are good people here. “It’s a great 
area with a lot of good families. We need to strength-
en those families. We need to make a concerted ef-
fort not to be secular and to be God-centered. My 
priesthood has been an abundance of blessings. 
I find there are lots of spiritual gifts to share with 
people.”

Blessed Trinity Cluster 
welcomes the Rev. Anderson

THE REV. 

GABRIEL 

ANDERSON

The DNR Derelict  Build-
ing Grant Program will award 
grants to 12 small, rural Iowa 
communities to help decon-
struct or renovate abandoned 
structures, remove asbestos 
and limit construction and 
demolition materials going to 
the landfill.

The City of Earlville will re-
ceive $28,360 to remove as-
bestos and deconstr uct  an 
abandoned commercial build-
ing. The site will be prepared 
for a new Regional Transit Au-
thority hub to be added to ser-
vice surrounding communities.

The City of Ryan will receive 
$42,132.50 to remove asbestos 
and complete deconstruction 
activities on an abandoned 
meat locker. The site will be 
converted into a pocket park 
that will serve as the entrance 
into the downtown district.

The DNR Derelict Building 
Grant Program was instituted 
by statute to help rural com-
munities with populations of 
5,000 or less. DBGP funding is 

awarded annually on a competi-
tive basis with cash matches re-
quired. Applications for the next 
funding round will be due Febru-
ary 28, 2019.

Since the first round of fund-
ing in 2011, the program has di-
verted more than 48,000 tons 
of construction and demolition 
materials from state landfills, re-
moved more than 1,000 tons of 
asbestos-containing materials 
and saved participating com-
munities more than $1.6 million 
in landfill disposal costs. Sever-
al towns have added additional 
commercial business, expanded 
fire and emergency management 
resources, and improved public 
health and budgetary concerns by 
removing or renovating old aban-
doned buildings.

The 12 projects will receive a 
grand total of $399,989 as reim-
bursement grants. The other areas 
receiving grants include: Albion, 
Brooklyn, Clarksville, Ida Grove, 
Middleton, Ruthven, Sutherland, 
Toledo, Davis County and Jones 
County.

Earlville, Ryan will 
receive DNR Derelict 
Building grants
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Event attended 
by Manchester 
offi cials, farmers, 
business leaders
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An estate gift  of  $1.8 million to the 
Maquoketa Valley Dollars for Scholars 
program has brought the program’s total 
endowed funds to $3.2 million dollars, 
according to Dollars for Scholars repre-
sentatives who reported to the Maquo-
keta Valley School Board at the July 30 
meeting.

Keith Kramer and Steve Dircks told 

board members the organization recently 
received the $1.8 million from the estate 
of Delaware resident Arvin Cooper, who 
died in August 2017.

Started in 1998, with the first scholar-
ships awarded in 2001, the Maquoketa 
Valley Dollars for Scholars program has 
steadily grown, awarding $771,000 in its 
first 18 years.

Kramer told the board the program 
currently has over 90 separate endow-
ments.  “The school board has always 

been so supportive of the program. These 
endowed funds are set up for life. Who 
knows where this will be in another 20 
years?” Dircks added, “This is a program 
that has had a real impact on kids and the 
school system. Everybody has come to-
gether to support this program.”

The board thanked Kramer and Dircks 
for their work on behalf of the program. 
B o a r d  m e m b e r  D o n n a  Ku n d e  s a i d , 
“You’ve done a marvelous job with this.”

The board also:

• Approved a milk bid from Prairie Farms 
(Swiss Valley) for $29,513 and a bread bid 
from Bimbo Bakeries for $8,018.

• Approved the 2018-19 student hand-
book.

• Approved the board policy on Title I 
parent participation after waiving the final 
reading of the policy.

• Set school registration for Tuesday, 
Aug. 7 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the middle 
school in Delhi.

Maquoketa Valley School Board hears scholarship update


