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Park officials welcomed Iowa Governor Kim Reyn-
olds to the South Entrance of Backbone State Park 
July 24 to recognize the 100th anniversary of the 
park. Reynolds issued a proclamation celebrating 
the milestone before she helped unveil the new state 
park sign.

Celebrating 100 years  
of Backbone State Park

Mike Carr shares 
memories of 
Backbone State 
Park.

Roger Helmrichs, left, of the Backbone State 
Park Friends Group, and Todd Coffeit of the Iowa 
department of Natural Resources, share items that will 
go in a time capsule that will be buried in Backbone 
State Park and opened 100 years from now.

Gov. Kim Reynolds addresses the crowd in from of the 
beach house at Backbone State Park, July 24.

Mike Putz • Staff Photos
First family of Backbone State Park: during July 24 ceremonies commemorating the 100th anniversary of Backbone 
State Park, Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds met with the Mike and Sylvia Carr family of Manchester. Mike Carr’s 
grandfather, E.M. Carr, donated the original land which became Backbone State Park. Posing in front of the new 
sign at the south entrance of the park are from left, Carolyn (Carr) Shives, Alexa Carr, Steve Carr, Elizabeth (Carr) 
Wild, Sylvia Carr, John Carr, Mike Carr, Kayla lyon, Iowa dept. of Natural Resources director and Gov. Kim Reynolds. BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

West Delaware officials 
have approved a Return to 
Learn plan that has students 
in their respective buildings 
when classes begin Aug. 24.

While officials expect the 
majority of students to at-
tend in person, a virtual op-
tion is available to students 
who don’t attend in person.

The district’s plans also 
call for social distancing 
whenever possible,  the 
wearing of masks when 
social distancing isn’t pos-
sible and limiting visitors 
and volunteers inside dis-
trict buildings.

West Delaware Superin-
tendent Dr. Kristen Rickey, 
said a team of over 30 teach-
ers, directors and admin-
istrators have worked for 
weeks developing the plan.

Rickey said the group 
has been trying to keep up-
to-date with guidance from 
the Center for Disease Con-
trol (CDC), the Iowa Dept. 
of Public Health, Delaware 
County Public Health, the 
Iowa Dept. of Education and 
the Governor’s office.

She said safety is para-
mount in the district’s deci-
sion to offer on-site learning. 
“It’s our biggest concern 

West Delaware 
students will begin 
the year on site
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A local pub that’s under-
gone major renovations in 
the last few years said it’s not 
done with improvements 
just yet.

Ed Wulfekuhle, the pro-
prietor at River Bend Pub, 
said currently they are using 
a combination of wire spools 
and classic snow fence to 
section off the outdoor seat-
ing area, which he said not 
only looks pretty tacky but 
also makes it difficult to sit 
and enjoy one of Manches-

ter’s prime people-watching 
locations.

Wulfekuhle said they were 
seeking a solution that would 
be both permanent and 
see-through and eventually 
they landed on cementing 
in heavy six-by-six posts 
that will match the existing 
deck and use four-foot-tall, 
high-tensile stainless steel 
wire.

“It’s not working and it 
just looks trashy,” Wulfekuh-
le said of the current set-up. 
“We want to try to make this 
fence nice and try to just do 
this once.”

The fence will also be 
“spring-loaded,” so if some-
one accidentally falls or is 
bumped into the fence, there 
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This summer, children and 

teens in Delaware County and 

the surrounding area are invit-

ed to receive free breakfast and 

lunch at Lambert Elementary, 

with the U.S. Department of Ag-

riculture’s Summer Food Service 

Program.

According to Dr. Kristen Rick-

ey, superintendent for the West 

Delaware School District, the 

USDA reached out to the district 

three years ago to offer the pro-

gram. The Summer Food Service 

Program is a federally-funded, 

state-administered program that 

reimburses the district for all 

costs associated with the sum-

mer meals.

In 2018, the Summer Food 

Service Program (SFSP) pro-

vided more than 1.5 million 

nutritious meals and snacks to 

children during the summer 

when school was not in session, 

according to the USDA website.

While the meals will be served 

at a West Delaware school, Rick-

ey points out that anyone under 

the age of 18 is invited to eat with 

the program, regardless of fami-

dis ict or any

USDA 
offers 
free 
summer 

meals 
for kids

BY MIKE PUTZ
along with members of the Iowa 

Wood Industry Association (IWIA) 

legislators who helped 

KFP log salesman Kirby Kendrick 

said IWIA officials have been work-

ing for three years to get the over-

eight restrictions lifted. Speaking 

where he

such a disadvantage when selling 

our materials.”

Kendrick said the bill signing was 

the culmination of three years of 

work by the IWIA at the statehouse.

ankful we have legislators 

Reynolds signs bill at KFP
Mike Putz • Staff Photo

Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds addresses the crowd before signing SF 629. With Reynolds from left, State Representative Lee Hein, 

Lieutenant Governor Adam Gregg, State Representative Shannon Lundgren and State Senator Dan Zumbach.
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River Bend 

Pub to add 

new fence
Council gets 
update on 
county lawsuit
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