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Workers from Nagle Signs, Inc. hang a new burger King sign in Manchester last week.

Sign work

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

An expansion at XL Specialized 
Trailers will bring 65 new jobs to the 
community thanks to partnerships 
with the state of Iowa, the City of 
Manchester and Delaware County 
Economic Development (DCED).

The recently announced plans call 
for a 55,000 square foot addition to the 
existing facility at a cost of between 
$5-$6 million. The expansion will be 
a four-phased project and is expected 
to be completed by the end of 2021.

XL Specialized Trailers President 

and CEO Stuart Sleper said the expan-
sion comes after a strong performance 
for the company in 2019.

“We had a record year in 2019 
across the board, for shipments and 
also for earnings,” Sleper said. “We 
entered 2020 with high hopes, then of 
course coronavirus hit and affected us 
like many other businesses in the area. 
It threw us off our plan a little bit, but 
we did quite well in 2020. We know 
that we are positioned such that when 
the economy rebounds and comes 
back, we will really be in a strong place 
for 2021, so we thought we would go 
ahead with our expansion plans.”

Sleper said the addition is expected 
to increase production capacity by 30 
percent.

According to Sleper, the company 
hopes to begin construction yet this 
year.

“We have some zoning things to 
work through with the city and with 
the state of Iowa,” he said. “The state 
has really been an excellent advocate 
and partner for us. They are working 
on some incentives for us. We plan to 
get started right after those approvals 
happen.”

As part of the expansion plans, the 
Manchester City Council will hold 
a public hearing Dec. 14 to discuss 
a potential 10-year, 80% tax rebate 
agreement.

“The way it is set up is that XL Spe-
cialized Trailers will pay the property 
taxes and we rebate a portion back,” 

City Manager Tim Vick explained. “So 
if their valuation isn’t there, they may 
not get the full tax benefit. If their valu-
ation meets the track they are project-
ing, they will get the entire tax benefit.”

Vick said the city is looking at an es-
timated increase in taxable valuation 
of $2.2 million, with a rebate not to ex-
ceed $570,500 over the 10-year period.

Vick said the expansion is good 
news for the city. “It’s always positive 
news when we see companies in our 
communities doing well and expand-
ing and growing.”

XL Specialized Trailers plans expansion
“Not only are we bringing jobs  
to the area, but we will be able  

to do some more things  
for the community.”
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With a certified enrollment of 1399 stu-
dents for the 2020-21 school year, the West 
Delaware School District has seen a drop of 
enrollment of 15 students from a year ago.

Superintendent Dr. Kristen Rickey report-
ed the enrollment numbers to the school 
board during a meeting, Nov. 9.

The decline continues a downward enroll-
ment trend from 2013, when the district had 
an enrollment of 1545.

Rickey told the board the enrollment drop 
follows trends seen at most rural districts in 
Iowa. “We have had declining enrollments 
like most rural districts. This is what we an-
ticipated. It’s a bit more of a decline this year 
than we anticipated. We thought the biggest 
hit would be after our seniors graduated.”

Rickey reported class sizes in five grades: 
eighth — 121; ninth — 131; 10th — 120; 11 — 
114; and 12 — 129

This year the district has a -76 difference in 
open enrollment students, up from -62 stu-
dents a year ago.

Rickey told the board those numbers aren’t 
always what they appear to be. “If you have a 
family that open enrolls into West Delaware 
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563-922-2731
306 Franklin St. Delhi, IA

Hours:
Monday: 4-9 PM

Tuesday - Thursday: 11 AM- 9 PM
Friday & Saturday: 11 AM-10 PM

Sunday: 10 AM - 9 PM

DINE OUT Our handmade, homemade 
pizzas, Broasted chicken 
buckets, seafood. Pastas, 
salads, Steaks cut daily

DINE-IN or CARRY-OUT  AVAILABLE
DAILY HAPPY HOUR from 3-6 PM

Check out Our Facebook Page For Our Full Menu! Gift Cards Available!
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WEEKLY  SPECIALS!
All-You-Can-Eat Wings - Every Monday


