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Craig Purcell • Staff Photo

Jordan Johnson, left, holds a hesitant Macy Johnson, while Santa and Mrs. Claus try to reassure her at F&M bank 
during the Manchester Chamber of Commerce’s annual Window Walk & Static Christmas Parade, dec. 5. Additional 
photos are on page 3A.
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BY BEN JACOBSON 

Telegraph Herald

A judge has tossed a plea deal for a 

Delaware County man accused of in-

oluntary manslaughter, potentially set-

Plea deal in 

cannon case 

rejected

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

With business and industry leaders 

Delaware students 

sented with their certificates from 

the National Department of Labor. 

Harms said the certification will allow 

the welders to find work anywhere. “I 

hope they all stay in Delaware Coun-

ty and help us grow. But if they have 

opportunities to go elsewhere, the 

certification will follow them where 

ever they go.”
 the program and 

Welding apprentices recognized

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

To some, a 40-year military career 

in the United States Navy might not 

seem like the background needed 

for someone looking to become an 

advocate for rural America. But re-

tired Vice Adm. Michael Franken 

believes his military experience fits 

perfectly when it comes to being a 

voice for rural issues.

Franken is seeking the Democrat-

ic nomination for Senate and hopes 

to challenge Republican Senator 

Joni Ernst in the 2020 general elec-

tion. Besides Franken, Democrats 

Theresa Greenfield, Eddie Mauro, 

Kimberly Clark and Independent 

Suzanne Herzog are also seeking the 

nomination.

Franken is from Lebanon, a small 

community in far northwest Iowa. 

He visited the Manchester Press of-

fice before an appearance with Dela-

ware County Democrats Nov. 4.

“If you were going to craft a ca-

pability set from an experience 

perspective, you generally want to 

have the experiences for whatever 

reason they occurred, that I had,” he 

explained.

With degrees in engineering and 

physics, Franken’s military service 

took him around the world. He has 

served on formative operational 

assignments in guided-missile de-

stroyers and served as the U.S. Africa 

Command’s deputy for military op-

erations. There he was responsible 

to the commander for promoting 

the national security interests of the 

United States by strengthening the 

security capabilities of African na-

tions. He presented the worldwide 

orders book to Secretary Donald 

Rumsfeld from 

200 3 to 200 5, 

a n d  w a s  t h e 

first military of-

ficer to serve as 

a legislative fel-

low for the late 

Sen. Edward M. 

Kennedy.

F r a n k e n  i s 

the most senior 

military person 

to run for a con-

gressional seat in the history of the 

United States.

He has heard from Iowa farmers 

who are struggling as a result of the 

trade war with China.

“I spent a lot of time overseas 

and ran the China account in two 

different jobs. China isn’t going to 

heel on this. They are in a position 

of strength and have other countries 

willing to sell commodities to them. 

They can endure this longer than the 

United States can. It’s going to be 

hard to get them back and it doesn’t 

happen overnight.”

Franken said to counter the tariff 

war with China, the United States 

must find new partners. “When 

you do trade policies, you find 

like-minded nations and agree on 

the principles you will proceed 

with.”
Franken wrote 27 bilateral and 

multi-lateral agreements while in 

the Navy, and said those experienc-

es have prepared him to negotiate 

trade agreements. “You approach 

these things from a posit ion of 

strength and unity. You corral your 

alliances and you know what’s im-

portant and know where your deci-

sion flexibility is.”

He said who is involved in negoti-

ations is also important. “You’ve got 

to get into the room with the experts 

who do this for a living. You don’t get 

in there with family members, you 

don’t do things with tweets or with 

hair-brained dis-proven heretics. 

This administration did that and 

now they don’t know where they 

are going.”

Franken was critical of Senator 

Ernst, accusing her of being dere-

lict in her duties as senator when 

it comes to investigating President 

Trump over Ukraine.

“Regardless of the malfeasance 

expected or thought to have oc-

curred, you must at least do a pre-

liminary investigation. You’ve got 

to find the facts. Senator Ernst has 

said she’s seen the transcript over 

Ukraine and a quid pro quo of the 

Franken wants to be face of rural America

MICHAEL 

FRANKEN
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BY CRAIG PURCELL

craig.purcell@wcinet.com

One glance of any length at 
the major television networks 
and it becomes glaringly ap-
parent that Americans have 
some important decisions to 
make when deciding the po-
litical direction of the country, 
and who best should lead it.

The Iowa caucus is Monday, 
Feb. 3, and Democratic presi-
dential candidate Cory Book-
er made a stop in Manchester, 
Dec. 6, to share his visions with 
those who’ve already decided 
he’s the candidate they’ll back, 
as well as others who are still 
considering their options.

Booker spoke to a packed 
lower level at the Riverbend 
Pub and Grill to let those 

gathered know not only what 
he is about as a Democratic 
candidate, but what he thinks 

America’s greatest needs are 
as a nation. Booker’s meet and 
greet was sponsored by the 

Delaware County Democrats.
Booker’s gave a 27-minute 

presentation before opening 
the program up for a Q&A.

He first explained why he is 
running for president, saying, 
“I have been running around 
this state since this campaign 
began, talking to people very 
purposefully about why I’m 
running and where I think we 
are as a country.”

He mentioned his climate 
change policy, his plan to 
solve gun violence, how he’d 
tackle climate change and the 
price of prescription drugs, 
and also touched on stopping 
families at American borders, 
opioid addiction and under-
paid school teachers who are 
unable to pay off their student 
loans.

Booker said the solutions 
are not Democratic or Repub-
lican, but American. “What 
got me into this race has to do 
more with the connections 
that hold us together, what 
our values are as a nation.” 
Because of that belief, he said 
he thinks the best Democratic 
candidate will be the one who 
stresses what they can do, not 
simply that they are the best 
candidate to beat President 
Donald Trump.

“I think we make a big mis-
take in the Democratic party 
if we define ourselves by what 
we’re against, and not what 
we’re for. The call of our party 
cannot simply be to beat Re-
publicans, it must be broader 
than that to unite Americans 
— all Americans,” Booker said.

According to Booker, it’s 
good to be upset with what’s 
currently going on in America, 
but the anger should be pro-
ductive. “We should be angry 
with what’s going on, but the 
reality is that anger should get 
us to be activists, not to hate 
each other.”

His was a message of unity 
since true strength to make 
change comes in numbers. 
“You know what this election 
is about?” Booker asked. “It’s 
that we are lacking the kind 
of leadership that inspires 
the moral imagination of this 
country, that brings us to-
gether across those lines that 
divide us, to affirm those ties 
that bind us.”

Booker shares political message with Manchester

Craig Purcell • Staff Photo
democratic presidential candidate Cory booker 
addresses a crowd during a meet and greet sponsored 
by the delaware County democrats at Riverbend Pub 
and Grill in Manchester, dec. 6.
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BY BENNET GOLDSTEIN

Telegraph Herald

Teams of rescue work-
ers dispatched to a zoo near 
Manchester Monday found 
that about 75% of the animals 
they were to transport off the 
property were missing.

They included five bears, 
two mountain lions, a camel 
and a wolf.

In light of the disappear-
ances, the owners of Cricket 
Hollow Animal Park — Pam 
and Tom Sellner — could 
face civil charges for failing 
to comply with a court or-
der issued in November for 
the removal of the creatures, 
according to officials with 
the California-based Animal 
Legal Defense Fund. That 
group was tasked by a judge 
with overseeing the removal 

of all “exotic” animals from 
the zoo.

“The animals are no lon-
ger in their possession, and 
they were not supposed to 
sell them or give them away,” 
said Elizabeth Putsche, asso-
ciate director of communica-
tions at Animal Legal Defense 
Fund, told the Telegraph Her-
ald. “Our priority is tracking 
the animals down and get-
ting them to a safe location 
for medical assistance.”

When asked for comment 
by the Telegraph Herald to-
day, Pam Sellner ordered a 
reporter off the property.

Following a six-day civil 
trial last month in the Iowa 
District Court of Delaware 
County, Judge Monica Wit-
tig ordered “exotic” animals 

Group: Animals 
removed from 
zoo in violation 
of court order

 ZOO  ~turn to page 2A


