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Two candidates seeking the Democratic 
nomination for president made their pitches 
to supporters at stops in Manchester last week.

Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren spoke 
to supporters at West Delaware High School, 
Jan. 4, less than 48 hours after former Vice 
President Joe Biden addressed a crowd at the 
Community Room at the Delaware County Fair-
grounds, Jan. 2.

Warren told her audience the federal gov-
ernment works fine for the wealthy and giant 
corporations but forgets about working families.

“Why is the middle class being hollowed out,” 
she asked. “Why is it people who work every bit 
as hard as my mom and dad did two genera-
tions ago now find the path so much rockier and 
steeper? The answer is about the decisions that 
get made in Washington and who the govern-
ment works for.”

She called out drug companies, oil compa-
nies and those who invest in prisons and private 
detention centers at the southern U.S. border. 
“We have a federal government that works great 
for them, just not for people trying to get a pre-
scription filled, people whose lives are torn apart 
by those prisons and for those of us who see cli-
mate change bearing down on us.”

She told the audience it’s about money. 
“Money flows everywhere through Washing-
ton. It’s about campaign contributions, lobby-
ists, lawyers and PR firms. Whatever issue you 
brought here today, if there is a decision to be 
made about it in Washington, I guarantee it has 
been influenced by money. When you see a gov-

ernment that works great for those with money 
and not so great for everyone else, that is cor-
ruption pure and simple and we need to call it 
out for what it is.”

Warren described an anti-corruption plan to 
combat what she sees happening. Her plan calls 
for ending lobbying as it currently exists, ending 
the relationship between Wall Street and Wash-
ington and requiring those running for federal 
office to put their tax returns online.

“If we can disrupt the influence of money, if 
we can knock them back on their heels a bit, if 
we can hold government accountable, then all 
types of change are possible. We can make gov-
ernment work for everyone.”

Warren called for enforcing anti-trust laws to 
make it easier for new businesses to get start-
ed. “Big corporations have so much power over 
their employees, their customers and even the 
cities they are located. In Washington, they are 
getting the rules tilted in their favor.”

She said enforcement of the anti-trust laws 
could return more local control and provide 
more opportunities for businesses, including 
agriculture, saying “This relates to big ag too. 
Yes, big ag, I’m coming for you.”

She said the federal government should be 
investing in local farms and offer partnerships 
to help fight climate change. “We would partner 
up if farmers wanted to, if they are using sustain-
able methods if they can provide food for local 
markets. The government could guarantee their 
model is profitable. Not the model for giant ag, 
but one that is sustainable for family farms.”

She told the crowd that while the economy 
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Judy McMahon knows who she is 
supporting in the Iowa caucuses. The 
Manchester resident is supporting 
former Vice President Joe Biden.

“I’m for Joe all the way,” she said af-
ter attending Biden’s campaign stop 

at the Delaware County Fairgrounds, 
Jan. 2. “We need him to help get our 
country back.”

McMahon got Biden’s attention 
with a comment during his visit. She 
suggested to Biden that anyone want-
ing to run for office should live for two 
years on $300 a week. “That way they 
would have more compassion for 

people and they might find out what’s 
going on in America,” she said.

Edgewood resident Art Johnson at-
tended Massachusetts Senator Eliza-
beth Warren’s appearance at West 
Delaware High School Jan. 4. Johnson 
said he’s concerned about a divided 
America.

“We can’t exist as a country if we re-

main so divided. And we are divided 
on some things that just don’t make 
any sense. Some of those things we 
could come to an agreement on, but 
we just don’t want to talk with each 
other.”

Johnson said he’s still undecid-
ed about who he will support in the 
upcoming caucuses. “I was very 

impressed with Senator Warren. She 
is really passionate about things and 
has some really good ideas. Some 
I disagree with but overall, she had 
some very good ideas about structur-
al change. I’m still undecided, but I 
came to a whole lot closer to making 

Warren, Biden 
stump in 
Manchester
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Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren addresses the crowd during her campaign 
stop at West delaware High School, Jan. 4.

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
Former Vice President Joe Biden answers a question during his stop at the delaware 
County Fairgrounds, Jan. 2.
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