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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

Hosted beneath the new 
pavilion at Manchester’s Riv-
erfront Park, displays from sev-
eral agencies turned the banks 
of the Maquoketa River into a 
temporary outdoor science fair 
Sept. 17.

The “What’s in Your Water?” 
event was sponsored by the 
Maquoketa River Watershed 
Management Authority and 
The Manchester Source Water 
Protection Team and featured 
interactive booths to help the 
public better understand the 
efforts behind protecting water 
sources through environmen-
tal management.

With the ultimate goal of 
educating both children and 
adults what is happening 
within the area’s watershed, 
each station provided up-
close-and-personal visuals to 
demonstrate the science be-
hind what is occurring on both 

large and small scales in the 
world of water.

Brian Dougherty, an ag-
ricultural engineer with the 
Iowa State University extension 
office, showed a crowd of peo-
ple gathered around his station 
how different types of soil hold 
together when saturated.

Using two soil samples 
he said were taken from less 
than 200 feet apart, Dougherty 
showed the stark difference be-
tween well-cared-for soil and 
soil that has been over-worked 
and not properly attended.

In another experiment, 
Dougherty filled three ordinary 
sink strainers with soil and 
then soaked them with water 
before flopping the specimens 
onto paper plates.

The two samples on the left, 
which were the products of a 
well-maintained field, both 
held together in a clump and 
the water that ran off it was 
still translucent. But on the 
right, the less-cared-for sam-

ple looked more granular and 
deteriorated across the plate in 
a puddle of muddy water.

With more nutrients and 
organic matter in the soil, the 
chances of heavy erosion de-
crease, as was evidenced by 
Dougherty’s experiments. He 
said using manure can be an 
effective way to reintroduce 
organic matter to the soil, but 
only if it is managed properly.

“If we want to fix water qual-
ity issues, this is how we do it,” 
Dougherty said.

Just across the lawn, Wayne 
Brunsman, of Delaware Coun-
ty Soil and Water Conservation 
District and Manchester Nat-
ural Resource Conservation 
Service, was holding what one 
child thought was a large toy 
squid.

But, the long-stranded ob-
ject Brunsman was showcas-
ing was actually a latex casting 
of earthworm tunnels.

A free education in water quality
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Brian Dougherty shows the stark difference between well-cared for and overworked 
soil when it comes to water quality and erosion. WATER ~turn to page 2A
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Veterans carry the United States flag during the West Delaware Homecoming parade 
Sept. 27.

October is Pork Month - we are saluting 
our area pork producers by giving away  

FREE Pork with every test drive! 
1 Free Package of Brats 

- Limit 1 per household.
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Car buying made easy!

Over 180 New Fords in stock or arriving daily!
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Visit our virtual showroom at 
www.VictoryFordOnline.com 

Call Toll Free 888-201-8418
HOURS  Mon. & Thurs.: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 

Tues. Wed. & Fri.: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sat. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Just Off Hwy. 20, 1 mile East of Rt. 

136  DYERSVILLE, IOWA

“Car Buying Made Easy!”

Family of Dealerships

Proud member of the

Shop Online @ www.VictoryFordOnline.com

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

A half dozen people met 
state auditor Rob Sand in the 
Manchester Public Library 
Sept. 30 and heard what the 
auditor’s office is doing to 
implement taxpayer savings 
across the state.

Sand, a Democrat who 
was elected last year, ex-
plained a plan for efficien-
cies in county and local 
governments and also dis-
cussed two settlements in-
volving wrongdoing by state 
officials.

He said since taking over 
in January, his office oper-
ates in a bipartisan manner. 
“In senior leadership roles 
in the office, I have a Dem-
ocrat, a Republican and an 
Independent. Being nonpar-

tisan you then put the public 
ahead of your party. You care 
that everyone is being served 
and that you are doing the right 
thing. I’m committed to doing 
that and I’m putting my mon-
ey where my mouth is on that 
issue.”

He discussed his office’s 
Public Innovations and Effi-
ciencies (PIE) plan for county 
and local governments. The 
initiative is a checklist of good 
government practices of how to 
save taxpayer money. “It’s not 
rocket science. I think pretty 
much everybody is supportive 
of the idea of saving money,” 
said Sand.

The checklist will be sent to 
county and city governments 
this year so baseline data can 
be measured. Sand said next 
year counties and cities mak-
ing progress will be recognized.

“Every year we can have 
a PIE contest and recognize 
those public officials who are 
doing the most and I think 
that’s exciting. A lot of people 
work hard in county and city 
government and it’s usually a 
thankless job. This is a way for 
us to tell folks how well they are 
doing.”

He said small savings can 
add up. “We’re not talking mas-
sive amounts, but at the county 
and local levels, if you can save 
a little bit here and a little bit 
there, you can do things you 
were worried about not hav-
ing the money to do. That can 
make a difference.”

Sand said counties and cit-
ies can learn from each oth-
er’s successes. “We will ask 
for PIE recipes. If Manchester 

State auditor hosts 
town hall meeting
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Homecoming underway in Manchester


