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A recent anniversary ceremony celebrating 100 
years of Backbone State Park remembered the do-
nation of land by Manchester resident E.M. Carr that 
became Iowa’s first state park. Among the speakers 
at the celebration was Manchester resident Mike 
Carr, the grandson of the park’s benefactor.

The July 24 event included comments by Iowa 
Governor Kim Reynolds as well as other local and 
state dignitaries.

Carr never knew his grandfather, who died seven 
years before he was born.

“My grandfather was an active gentleman in a lot 
of respects,” Carr said. “He had three different en-
deavors. He was a lawyer, working at the same lo-
cation our law offices are today. He was interested 
in railroads and he was owner and publisher of a 
newspaper.”

E.M. Carr’s interest in railroads led his work on 
the project that connected the M and O Railroad, 
running from Manchester to Oneida, to join a south-
ern alliance with the Illinois Central. In addition, he 
ran the Manchester Democrat Radio newspaper.

“He made a good living and had a fairly lucrative 

Grandfather’s Backbone gift  
a source of pride for Carr
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Mike Carr delivers remarks during the 100th anniversary celebration of Backbone State Park.

“It’s location 
and uniqueness 

are a draw. 
It’s also got so 
many varieties 
of things you 

can do.”
MIKE CARR
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This week will mark the 
70th anniversary of Regional 
Medical Center in Manches-
ter. The hospital first opened 
its doors Monday, Aug. 7, 
1950. And except the 1960s, 
the hospital has expanded 
each decade to continue to 
provide quality health care to 
area residents.

Improvements over 70 
years of operation include:

• 1957 — The Jane McCar-
ren Wing is added

• 1977 — A new hospital 
complex was built

• 1986 — Home health care 
services are implemented

• 1992 — Outpatient and 
Specialty Clinic opened

• 1994 — Hospice services 
are implemented

• 1997 — The dialysis center 
opened

• 2002 — The Sheppard 
Conference Room is added.

• 2007 — The dedication of 
the Bob Holtz Wellness Center

• 2009 — The Edith Merten 
Special Care Unit opened

• 2009 — Regional Family 
Health is formed

• 2011 — Bob Holtz Trauma 
Room is dedicated

• 2015 — The River Ridge 
Pavilion opened

• 2020 — The Region-
al Family Health clinic in 

RMC celebrates 
70th anniversary
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The River Ridge Pavilion at 
RMC opened in 2015.

Contributed Photo
A 1957 photo of what is 
now Regional Medical 
Center.

“That personal touch has 
been very important. The 
care that is being done 

here and how people treat 
patients is so far superior 
and above what you see 

in other facilities.”
CHARLIE BUTTON
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A letter sent to the Delaware Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors July 31 by 
members of the American Federation 
of State, County & Municipal Employ-
ees (AFSCME) Local 1835, Delaware 
County Sheriff’s Dept. cited no-confi-
dence in Sheriff John LeClere by all 13 
department deputies. The letter was 
signed by Danny Homan, AFSCME 
Council 61 President.

The letter stated that “AFSCME 
Council 61 believes that this no-con-
fidence resolution reflects the severe 
breakdown of Labor Relations with-
in the Delaware County Sheriff’s De-
partment. It is to the point that the 
Sheriff will not even talk to the des-
ignated representative of the Local.”

The resolution charges that Le-
Clere:

Failed to provide required annual 
physical training required by Iowa 
Code,

Compromised employees’ abilities 
to practice deescalate by not offering 
the training,

Compromised the safety of his in-
vestigators, deputies and jailers.

Failed in consistent application of 
rules.

Displayed an ongoing lack of re-
spect toward employees.

Broke confidentiality of personal 
issues.

The resolutions also cited a “lack 
of leadership, inability to effective-

ly communicate, failure to respond 
to employees’ concerns, fiscal de-
cision-making and lack of overall 
concern for the well-being of our 
members.”

It also cited, what it called “Le-
Clere’s lack of inability to consistent-
ly provide the same equipment to all 
employees” and that LeClere “failed 
the Sheriff’s Office of Delaware Coun-
ty without dedicating to enhanc-
ing the quality of life in our county 
through the rendering of professional 

governmental services to the employ-
ees, courts, and the community.”

Reached by phone last week, Ho-
man said, that while he hadn’t heard 
from either the supervisors or Le-
Clere, his goal is to rebuild a working 
relationship with all parties.

“I’m hoping the board would be 
willing to sit down and work with 
us to see how we can re-establish a 
working relationship between the 
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Deputies have ‘no confidence’ in LeClere

 DEPUTIES ~turn to page 5A


