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Anthony and Becky Bardgett escort their son, Caleb, to his first day of classes at Lambert Elementary.

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

A Manchester man who was iden-
tified by multiple people throughout 
the course of an investigation into a 
large-scale vandalism case has been 
arrested. 

Malachi Carlos Montes, 26, made 
an appearance in court Aug. 26 for the 
charge of crimi-
nal mischief first 
degree, in rela-
tion to damage 
done to nearly 
30 gravestones 
at a Manchester 
cemetery.

According 
to court docu-
ments, author-
ities received a 
report of van-
dalism at Oakland Cemetery Aug. 16 
and found 25 headstones moved or 
tipped over, and four that were bro-
ken.

Authorities say Montes was ob-
served leaving a residence in the area 
in which the vandalism took place in 
the early hours of Aug. 16.

When interviewed by investi-
gators, Montes confessed that he 
pushed over a rock in the cemetery 
which was a specific headstone in the 
vandalism, documents state. Montes 
stated that he was extremely intoxi-
cated and under the influence of pre-
scription medications at the time of 
the incident.

An estimate from Manchester 
Monument Works places the cost for 
repairing and replacing the damaged 
headstones at $23,800.

The Court has appointed Montes a 
public defender and bail has been set 
as a $15,000 cash appearance bond. A 
preliminary hearing is scheduled for 
Sept. 3 at 9:30 a.m.

Montes is also facing several other 
charges stemming from earlier inci-
dents, documents state.

On Aug. 9, authorities say Montes 
called a woman and asked for a ride to 
his residence. The woman said Montes 
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After a petition presented to the 
Manchester City Council at its last 
meeting dashed any hopes of using 
a reverse referendum to fund a new 
$2.6 million city shop on the east side 
of town, the council has decided to 
put the project on hold.

The petition that garnered more 
than 200 signatures from Manches-
ter voters effectively forces the coun-
cil to get approval from the public 
should it wish to secure funding for 
the project.

At Monday’s meeting, city staff 
told the council they had three op-
tions: drop the project, prepare pa-
perwork to have the issue placed on 
the Nov. 5 ballot or modify the plan/

loan amount and possibly hold a 
special election in either March or 
September 2020.

Drawing from lessons learned 
from the Delaware County Supervi-
sor’s fight to secure funding for a new 
jail facility, the Council has opted not 
to place the issue on the Nov. 5 ballot 
and instead wait until next year, giv-
ing themselves time to educate the 
public about the issues surrounding 
the city shop.

Councilmember Mary Ann Poy-
nor said, especially considering that 
the bond referendum would take a 
supermajority of 60% to pass, she 
believes the council needs to take its 
time to make a case.

“I feel like we need to do a lot of 
explaining, a lot of showing peo-
ple what we have and why we need 

something different,” Poynor said. “I 
don’t want to drop the project and I 
don’t think we can drop the project 
— we have to have something.”

Councilmember Tanya Bradley 
agreed, saying given the rapidly ap-
proaching Nov. 5 date, she thinks the 
council doesn’t have enough time to 
get facts and figures into the public 
sphere and that is a recipe for failure.

“I do not foresee it passing be-
cause there isn’t enough information 
out there,” Bradley said.

As an illustration to that point, 
Mayor Milt Kramer said he had spo-
ken with several people who signed 
the petition that had never been to 
the current city shop or even know 
where it is located.

Even though the current city shop 
is in rough shape, Councilmember 
Dean Sherman said he felt a lot of 
the petition signers didn’t like the 
project price tag for a new building 

or how it would impact the city’s 
debt, adding the council could 
pare the scope of the project down 
while more of Manchester’s debt is 
being paid off.

City Manager Tim Vick said the 
city shop has been discussed for 
several years, but he said the city 
now needs to focus on showing 
the public exactly why something 
needs to be done to the shop and 
what factors were considered in 
building new in a new location 
vs tearing down and starting over 
where the shop currently sits.

“We need to be able to show 
our work to the public, hold some 
public meetings and talk about 
this — because again, it’s educa-
tion for the public as for why we 
are doing what we are doing,” Vick 
said. “That’s what the county did 
and that is why they were success-
ful.”

New city shop sidelined for now
Council won’t put issue on Nov. 5 ballot


