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Computers enhance learning at West Delaware

BY MARY POTTER KENYON

mary.potterkenyon@wcinet.com

One-to-one learning is not

an unfamiliar term in educa-

tion, particularly considering

how many parents have sat at

a kitchen table in the evening,

helping a son or daughter on

homework.

For the West Delaware

School District, like many Iowa

schools, one-to-one means in-

tegrating technology into the

classroom by providing a laptop

for every student.

“We started planning this

during the 2013-14 school year,”

said Joe Hegland, technolo-

gy coordinator for the school

district. “Students are growing

up in a society that has a lot of

technology in it. Our curriculum

is also becoming online-based.

As we update curriculum re-

sources, we’re looking to opt for

online resources.”

Technological changes in the

school learning environment 

in the past 15 years have been

substantial. According to the

National Center for Education

Statistics, 97 percent of public

school classrooms had an In-

ternet connection by 2008. That

same year, schools in Iowa were

beginning to implement one-

to-one initiatives, investing in

learning through the purchase

of individual laptops, netbooks,

or tablet computers for each

student.
While the idea isn’t new, this

is West Delaware’s first year im-

plementing the program. Ac-

cording to Hegland, the district

purchased 270 Acer Chrome-

books for a pilot program last

year, with an additional 605

added this year to serve every

student in sixth through 12th

grade.
“We’ve been working to in-

crease access to technology in

order to provide 21st century

learning opportunities to our 

students, enhance collaborative

opportunities and increase ac-

cess to learning resources,” said

Dr. Kristen Rickey, West Dela-

ware superintendent. “We’re

very excited about the changes

Mary Potter Kenyon • Staff Photo

West Delaware sophomore, Mariah Seeley, and her father, Rick, look over a school assignment on one of the 

Chromebooks the school district provides for students.
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get report card
BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

ings:
• Lambert Elementary –

Acceptable

• West Delaware Middle

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Two county school districts’ re-
quests for an increase in the Phys-
ical Plant and Equipment Levy 
(PPEL) in their districts reaped 
different results.

Voters in the Edgewood-Coles-
burg School District passed their 
levy with 72.2 percent of voters 
approving, while the Maquoketa 
Valley vote failed with 49.48 per-
cent, coming up five votes short 
of passage.

The Edgewood-Colesburg levy, 
which asked voters to increase 
their .33 cent PPEL to an amount 
not to exceed $1.34 per $1,000 of 
assessed valuation is expected to 
generate $230,000 per year.

Results in the district showed 
296 yes votes and 114 no votes. 
Votes at the Colesburg polling 
place showed 169 total votes, with 
105 yes and 64 no. In Edgewood, 
there were 181 yes votes and 50 
no votes. There were 10 absentee 
votes, all yes.

Edgewood-Colesburg School 
Board President Bob Schilling was 
happy with the election results. 
“The number of votes was great 

to see, especially with the bad 
weather. The high percentage 
shows people are really behind 
what we are doing.”

Schilling said the money will 
address a wide range of district 
needs. “We have over $700,000 
in heating and cooling issues in 
the Edgewood facility that need 
to be addressed. We also want 
to add automatic locks, camer-
as and buzz-in systems in both 
centers for security.” Schilling 
said security upgrades are ex-
pected to run $250,000.

The district also has plans to 
upgrade parking at both cen-
ters, recondition basketball 
courts, and add upgrades to 
bleachers at the football field 
and to the elementary play-
ground.

Superintendent Rob Busch 
said the increased PPEL will 
allow the district to move for-
ward. “This is great news for the 
district. This will help keep the 
buildings up to date. Just like 
it is with any homeowner or 
school district, there are things 
that need to be fixed.”

Pass and fail for area 
school levy votes

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com 

Speaking to a filled board room at 
the Farm Bureau office in Manches-
ter, a pair of local state Republican 
representatives met with constitu-
ents to discuss ongoing efforts in Des 
Moines and give a general overview 
of the legislative process.

Rep. Lee Hein, House District 96, 
and Sen. Dan Zumbach, District 48, 
both spent an hour-and-a-half ex-
plaining what their respective com-
mittees were drafting at the moment 
as well as answering questions, which 
ranged from property taxes to the 
Bottle Bill.

In his opening statement, Zum-
bach said to take any wild sound-
ing media stories about bil ls 

floating around 
D e s  M o i n e s 
with a big grain 
of salt. He said 
w h i l e  t h e y 
may make for 
good fodder, 
the chances of 
them passing 
are almost zero.

“Everyone 
brings bills from their districts that 
are important to their constituency 
and we have 150 legislators down 
there. They all bring two or three 
bills, so do the simple math,” he said. 
“Quite often the media likes stories 
that are a little on the fringes, so if 
you’re hearing that there’s a bill in-
troduced that’s going to do X and it 
sounds pretty crazy, that’s probably 

because it is. But those types of bills 
usually don’t make it through the 
system, so be patient with the news 
right now.”

One such instance of a story the 
media has taken hold of is a propos-
al to change Iowa’s judicial selection 
process, Zumbach said.

“Whatever you’ve heard is not true, 
because (a proposed change) has 
not been written yet,” he said. “What 
you’ve heard about are conversations 
that are going on, but if you’ve heard 
that it’s going to be a certain way, I 
can tell you that nothing is in ink.”

He said some legislators feel the 
way judges are picked might be 
skewed and that voters are not getting 
as much of a say in the process as they 
should. To remedy this, Zumbach 
said some are proposing the process 

be done more 
through elected 
representatives 
rather than law-
yers.

“(We want) 
to make sure 
(judges) repre-
sent you, that 
the judge that 
may be sitting 
in front of you 
or your peers someday is one of your 
peers that represents you, and I think 
that’s important,” he said.

As for everything else, he said at 
this point in the session, the propos-
als coming from the Governor’s of-
fice, the Senate and the House have 
yet to blend together.

Hein, a former chair of the ag com-

mittee, spoke of his new role as Chair 
of the Ways and Means Committee.

Hein said he is currently heavily 
engrossed in tax policy, adding there 
is a lot more to taxes than he ever 
dreamed of.

But with the guidance of several 
tax experts, Hein said they are mov-
ing forward with some reform pro-
posals.

“I would like to come up with 
some sort of legislation this session 
that deals with property tax reform,” 
Hein said. “While we may not make 
any huge changes and you may not 
see a lot of difference in your property 
tax, we’re going to try to slow some of 
the (tax) growth in some areas. I don’t 
know exactly what it will look like yet, 

Hein, Zumbach discuss progress in Des Moines

LEE HEIN DAN 

ZUMBACH
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Snow storm again pounds area
Mike Putz • Staff Photo

The camera flash captures snow flakes in the air as city workers use a blower to load plowed snow into a dump truck for removal 
during the early morning Feb. 12. A storm dropped several inches of snow on the Manchester area Feb. 11, canceling classes at area 
schools and making travel difficult.

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

A potential property purchase 
that is contingent upon an ap-
proved rezoning request is still 
up in the air after the City of Man-
chester’s Planning and Zoning 
Commission said it wants to hold 
further discussion of the issue.

The request to rezone 1228 
North 2nd Street from R1-70 Sin-
gle Family Low Density to R2 Two 
Family Low Density has been ta-
bled after neighbors expressed a 
host of concerns during a public 
hearing.

The property, owned by Jim 
Schaul, has an interested buyer, 
but even with the stalled request, 
the potential purchase is now 
questionable after a dispute over 
the price has surfaced.

City Manager Tim Vick said 
should the property be rezoned, 
the new buyer would be able to 
build a new duplex.

At least one of the neighbor-
ing property owners spoke with 
the interested buyer and told city 
staff they would be in favor of the 
rezone should he purchase it. But 
if it remained in the same hands, 
some neighbors said they would 
continue to have concerns over 
how the property is managed.

According to the meeting 
agenda, reservations are name-
ly due to the condition of the 
existing structure and the lack 
of maintenance being done by 
Schaul.

The dwelling on the property 
hasn’t been lived in or occupied 
for at least three years, Mayor 
Milt Kramer told the council, and 
it is apparently not in very good 
shape.

Vermin are allegedly a prob-
lem at the vacant dwelling, and 
Vick said the property could 
be a candidate for nuisance 

Council 
tables 
rezone 
request 
after 
hearing
Neighbors raise 
concerns over 
condition of the 
property

BY CATRINA BRUNS

catrina.bruns@wcinet.com

Winter weather, especially in 
the Midwest, is a “constantly mov-
ing target,” according to Dr. Kristen 
Rickey.

The West Delaware School Board 
tried to shoot this age-old target in 
order to deal with this year’s make-
up days and create a 2019-20 school 
calendar during their regularly 
scheduled Feb. 11 board meeting.

Rickey attended an administra-
tive meeting in order to prepare 
a draft of next year’s calendar; in 
order to determine the number of 
snow days that are built into the cal-
endar, the team normally averages 
the number of snow days needed in 
past years.

“This year is an anomaly,” said 
Rickey during a discussion at the 
board meeting. “Normally we have 
a lot less.” Because of the unpre-
dictable weather the district has 
faced, Rickey and the other board 
members are considering ways to 
complete the required 1,080 hours 
of class time for students.

When this challenge was first ad-
dressed, Dr. Rickey considered hold-
ing an “electronic school day”, where 
students would stay home and com-
plete work on their school-issued 

computers. According to state law, 
however, this would not count as a 
school day. Currently, the state re-
quires buses to run in order to count 
hours toward the 1,080 hour goal. 
With the unpredictable conditions 
of gravel roads during inclement 
weather, Rickey says not canceling 
school at this time is too great a risk.

“What we can do,” said Rickey, 
“is address the hours that we have 
already lost while students are at 
school.” The superintendent posed 
a few possible solutions: instead of 
adding new days, one recommenda-
tion was to use some of the available 
teacher work days as student days. 
She also suggested holding school 
on a Saturday as an option, which 
was met by a few looks of shock.

“I think it would be pretty chal-
lenging, but it is an option,” said 
Rickey. Her final suggestion also 
sparked an idea from Bruce Mitchell 
to better prepare for next year. Rick-
ey suggested that the district could 
use a built-in vacation day before the 
Easter break.

Mitchell said that, when he was 
in school, the district would use 
the Thursday before Easter and the 
Monday after as designated snow 
make-up days. He recommended 

Board confronts the cold
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