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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@w
cinet.com

The Delaware County Sheriff ’s

Office served a warrant on Todd

Michael Mullis, 42, of Earlville, on

a first-degree murder charge Feb.

28 in relation to the death of his

wife, Amy Lynn Mullis.

According to a submitted affi-

davit, on Nov. 10, 2018, dispatch

received a 911 call  from Todd

Mullis in reference to Amy Mullis

being unresponsive.

The affidavit stated that Todd

Mullis told law enforcement fol-

lowing his wife’s death that this

was her first day out of the house

following a surgery she had sev-

eral days prior. He said she was

helping in the barn cleaning light

bulbs when she appeared to start

having dizzy spells. Todd Mullis

said he told Amy Mullis to go rest

in the house, but he first asked her

to go to a nearby shed to grab a pet

carrier to store kittens.

Todd Mullis said sometime lat-

er, he looked outside and didn’t

see the pet carrier where he asked

Amy Mullis to put it. He told his

son to check on her. The son did

so, and Todd Mullis then heard

him start to yell.

Todd Mullis said he ran over

and observed Amy Mullis lying

in a crouched position near the

doorway with a corn rake in her

back. Todd Mullis stated he laid

her down and pulled the rack

from her back, picked her up and

carried her out of the shed. Todd

Mullis placed her in his pickup

and drove toward the hospital,

calling 911 on

the way.

Mi d way  to

the hospital,

EMS reached

To d d  Mu l l i s

a n d  p l a c e d

Amy Mullis in

an ambulance.

She was trans-

ported to Re-

gional Medical Center where she

was later pronounced dead.

The affidavit went on to say that

in the initial investigation follow-

ing the death, Todd Mullis told law

enforcement he didn’t know how

Amy Mullis sustained her fatal in-

juries that day.

Todd Mullis was asked about

the positioning of the four-tine

corn rake that was lodged in her

back and told authorities he didn’t

think all of the tines were in her

back when he removed the rake.

A Nov. 12, 2018 autopsy showed

s i x  p u n c t u re

w o u n d s  a n d

the State Medi-

cal Examiner’s

Office stated

t h e  i n j u r i e s

A m y  M u l l i s

sustained were

not consistent

w i t h  f a l l i n g

onto the corn

rake, as described by Todd Mullis.

In a Nov. 16, 2018 interview,

Todd Mullis told authorities that

in 2013 Amy Mullis had an affair

with another man. He said his

son had learned of the affair and

the two of them had grown clos-

er because of it. Todd Mullis told

authorities he was devastated and

the incident shattered his trust in

Amy Mullis, but he said he didn’t

confront her about the affair.

Even though he initially denied

it, he later admitted he did con-

front Amy Mullis about the affair.

In July 2018, authorities say Todd

Mullis was reviewing a cell phone

bill where he discovered a large

number of texts between Amy

Mullis and a man known to Todd

Mullis, documents state.

Todd Mullis told authorities he

confronted his wife and the man

in the same timeframe but they

both denied being in a relation-

ship. Todd Mullis also contacted

the man’s wife.

Todd Mullis told authorities

after these conversations, he did

not believe the two were in a re-

lationship.

However, during the course

of the investigation, authorities

learned Amy was having a “ro-

mantic relationship” with another

man beginning around May 2018

— a relationship that continued

up until the week of Amy’s death,

documents state.

Earlville man arrested for murder

TODD MULLIS

Amy Mullis’ fatal injuries not consistent

with falling on corn rake, ruled homicide
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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Calling it a “new chapter in the his-
tory of the camp,” Camp Courageous 
CEO Charlie Becker opened the new 
home of the Manchester Garage Sale 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony April 
15.

T h e  n e w  l o c a t i o n  i s  t h e 
21,000-square-foot building previ-
ously owned by Norby’s Farm Fleet 
on the east end of Manchester. The 
building became available when 
Norby’s moved to its new location on 
Manchester’s west end.

Connie Norby and her husband, 

Loren Norby, donated the previous 
location of the garage sale to the 
camp in the mid-90s. Connie Norby 
contacted Becker last fall about again 
donating the Norby building to the 
camp.

“What’s neat about this new chap-
ter,” Becker said, “is it’s a chapter 
in which two similar organizations 
have once again come together to 
help Camp Courageous; the city of 
Manchester and the Norby family.”

Becker said the Manchester Ga-
rage Sale is one of the largest fund-
raisers for the camp, a year-round 
facility located near Monticello that 
serves people with special needs. 

Becker said when word got out that 
the garage sale was moving to the 
Norby’s building, volunteers con-
tacted him to help with the transition.

“As soon as people heard, they 
wanted to volunteer to help get it 
ready. We have new LED lights in the 
building as well as a new roof. Peo-
ple poured their hearts out to make 
this possible. That tells you about the 
kind of community Manchester is. 
We don’t think we could do this any-
place else.”

Becker said the new facility makes 
things easier for everyone. “The 
beauty of this is it’s a win-win situa-
tion. This is a hub for people to see 

what the needs are for the camp and 
to bring those things here for us to 
pick up. It’s also good for people who 
need to get rid of things. It’s good for 
the shoppers and good for the camp.”

Garage sale hours are Monday 
through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and Saturday 8:30 a.m. to noon. Peo-
ple wishing to donate items to the 
garage sale should bring them to the 
store during store hours.

Becker couldn’t help but smile as 
he saw people bustling through the 
store. “It’s beautiful. The parking lot 
is completely full and we have lines 
of people. I couldn’t be any happier.”

A new chapter for Camp Courageous

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
Connie Norby, center, cuts the ribbon during a ceremony at the Camp Courageous Garage Sale in Manchester. Norby and her family 
donated the building to the camp. Helping with the ribbon cutting are representatives of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce 
Ambassadors and Camp Courageous volunteers. From left are Camp Courageous CEO, Charlie Becker, Sarah Maurer, Laurie Wiskus, 
Norby, Mary Kay Starks, Caryssa O’Connell, Larry Cramer and Barb Topping.

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

When Delaware County Sheriff John 
LeClere went into work one day last 
week, the inmate count in the Delaware 
County Jail stood at 22. With only room 
for 12 inmates, that meant the other 
10 were housed in other county jails at 
substantial cost to Delaware County.

County officials are hoping to put an 
end to that problem, as well as others 
associated with the existing facility. A 
special election for a new sheriff’s of-
fice and jail is scheduled in Delaware 
County Tuesday, May 7.

The proposed facility is 18,622 
square feet and would be located in 
Manchester’s industrial park. The proj-
ect is expected to cost $5.9 million.

“The first issue we have is capaci-
ty,” LeClere explained. “We spend a 
considerable amount of time traveling 

around. Luckily, we can get Clayton 
County to take our excess inmates up 
there. But it’s timely to haul somebody 
up to Elkader, then pay Clayton County 
to house them.”

Round trip costs to transport an 
inmate to Clayton County are $210, 
which includes the $40-per-day Clay-

ton County charges Delaware County 
to house an inmate. Round trip costs to 
Buchanan County run $276, including 
$50-per- day to house the inmate.

Two previous bond issues to remod-
el the existing facility failed, with the last 
election in 2015.

The new jail will have room for pris-

oners, as well as for work-release pris-
oners. It will also include office space, 
as well as space for meetings between 
inmates and attorneys, and space for a 
magistrate.

LeClere said the new jail would 
give his department what they need. 
“Another issue is the different classi-

fications of inmates. The new jail we 
are proposing has eight different areas 
for housing different classifications of 
inmates. It’s a very versatile structure. 
It has six large housing units that can 
house multiple inmates, plus two spe-
cial status cells that can house one in-
mate. It gives us the flexibility we need.”

LeClere explained that the new 
facility is designed for expandability. 
“The initial project would have 38 beds 
on the main floor. We would have the 
ability for an additional 20 beds with-
out altering the size of the building if 
we needed.”

Supervisor Jeff Madlom said the 
county is at a critical point with the 
existing jail. “The state jail inspec-
tor has said we are very near the 
bottom of facilities in the state. He’s 
been willing to work with us because 

Delaware County seeks new jail, again

Contributed photo
Delaware County residents will go to the polls Tuesday, May 7 to vote on a new sheriff’s office and 
jail. The 18,622 square feet facility will be built in the Manchester Industrial Park.

BY CATRINA BRUNS
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With summer right around the corner, children 
and adults alike will soon flock to area pools, lakes 
and rivers to cool off with a swim. For those who are 
not able to swim, lessons provide basic skills needed 
to stay safe in the water.

Krista Briggs, a Manchester native, will be hosting 
adaptive swim lessons for those who may need ad-
ditional equipment and adaptations to participate. 
Briggs is currently finishing her Doctor of Occupa-
tional Therapy degree through St. Ambrose Univer-
sity.

For her doctoral research, Briggs has focused on 
the benefits of inclusive recreation. She has ample 
experience working with children and adults with 
disabilities. Briggs has volunteered with an Adaptive 
Water Ski program in the Quad Cities and has taught 

swimming lessons to youth who need communica-
tive, behavioral or physical modifications.

“Inclusion of all members of the community goes 
beyond simply allowing people to sign up,” says 
Briggs, “it includes providing equipment and adap-
tations necessary to participate to their fullest extent.”

Skills taught in the adaptive program will remain 
similar to the skills checklists used by the American 
Red Cross. This includes skills such as front float, back 
float, and submerging under water for beginning 
swimmers, and front crawl, back crawl, and treading 
water for more advanced swimmers. All skill levels 
will also learn basic aquatic center safety.

Classes will provide students with adaptive equip-
ment and one-on-one aides as needed. Briggs hopes 
to be able to develop a plan that can be shared with 
other rural aquatic centers.

“Sports and recreation was and still is a huge part 
of my life,” said Briggs. “I wanted to put my research 

and experiences gained from school to use in my own 
community. I have a passion for recreation and for in-
clusion that I want to share with others.” Briggs hopes 
the adaptive swimming program will be the begin-
ning of a movement toward inclusive recreational 
opportunities.

The Adaptive Learn-to-Swim program will be held 
at the Manchester Family Aquatic Center during the 
regular session one time frame, Monday-Thursday 
June 3-13. Dolphin level, which will focus on adult 
stroke development and refinement, will meet from 
9:10-9:40 a.m. Youth stroke readiness and develop-
ment will be part of the Goldfish level, from 10:10-
10:40 a.m. Finally, Tadpole level will focus on youth 
water exploration and primary skills from 11:10-11:40.

For questions, contact Doug Foley, Parks & 
Recreation Director, at dfoley@manchester-ia.
org, or Krista Briggs at krbriggs@outlook.com.

Manchester to offer adaptive swim lessons
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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

After a bit of controversy and 
heading back to the drawing board 
several times, the Manchester City 
Council has officially passed a new 
ordinance which aims to provide 
housing quality standards within 
city limits.

“This is something that has been 
discussed for over a year,” Mayor 
Milt Kramer said. “It’s been before 
a lot of different groups and public 
meetings.”

Despite several previous at-ca-
pacity meetings on the matter, the 
third and final public reading of the 
code passed with little fanfare and 
no objections.

“We’ve looked at this thing every 
which way,” Council member Dean 
Sherman said during the council’s 
brief discussion. “We’ve taken an 
awful lot of considerations brought 
to us by landlords and implanted a 
good deal of those to provide some 
protections.”

As the new ordinance becomes 
official upon its publishing in the 
Manchester Press April 17, Vick 
said city staff will begin to send out 
mailers to all landlords currently 
known to City Hall with information 
regarding their next steps. If you are 
a landlord who did not receive any-
thing in the mail, Vick said to con-
tact City Hall.

One of the core reasons for pass-
ing the new ordinances was to give 
tenants some form of recourse if 
there was an issue with a rent-
al property. For instance, the 

Council 
passes 
long-
awaited 
rental 
code
Following 
meetings 
and revisions, 
new code will 
allow council 
to remedy 
inadequate 
rentals
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