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The Delaware County Sheriff ’s

Office served a warrant on Todd

Michael Mullis, 42, of Earlville, on

a first-degree murder charge Feb.

28 in relation to the death of his

wife, Amy Lynn Mullis.

According to a submitted affi-

davit, on Nov. 10, 2018, dispatch

received a 911 call  from Todd

Mullis in reference to Amy Mullis

being unresponsive.

The affidavit stated that Todd

Mullis told law enforcement fol-

lowing his wife’s death that this

was her first day out of the house

following a surgery she had sev-

eral days prior. He said she was

helping in the barn cleaning light

bulbs when she appeared to start

having dizzy spells. Todd Mullis

said he told Amy Mullis to go rest

in the house, but he first asked her

to go to a nearby shed to grab a pet

carrier to store kittens.

Todd Mullis said sometime lat-

er, he looked outside and didn’t

see the pet carrier where he asked

Amy Mullis to put it. He told his

son to check on her. The son did

so, and Todd Mullis then heard

him start to yell.

Todd Mullis said he ran over

and observed Amy Mullis lying

in a crouched position near the

doorway with a corn rake in her

back. Todd Mullis stated he laid

her down and pulled the rack

from her back, picked her up and

carried her out of the shed. Todd

Mullis placed her in his pickup

and drove toward the hospital,

calling 911 on

the way.

Mi d way  to

the hospital,

EMS reached

To d d  Mu l l i s

a n d  p l a c e d

Amy Mullis in

an ambulance.

She was trans-

ported to Re-

gional Medical Center where she

was later pronounced dead.

The affidavit went on to say that

in the initial investigation follow-

ing the death, Todd Mullis told law

enforcement he didn’t know how

Amy Mullis sustained her fatal in-

juries that day.

Todd Mullis was asked about

the positioning of the four-tine

corn rake that was lodged in her

back and told authorities he didn’t

think all of the tines were in her

back when he removed the rake.

A Nov. 12, 2018 autopsy showed

s i x  p u n c t u re

w o u n d s  a n d

the State Medi-

cal Examiner’s

Office stated

t h e  i n j u r i e s

A m y  M u l l i s

sustained were

not consistent

w i t h  f a l l i n g

onto the corn

rake, as described by Todd Mullis.

In a Nov. 16, 2018 interview,

Todd Mullis told authorities that

in 2013 Amy Mullis had an affair

with another man. He said his

son had learned of the affair and

the two of them had grown clos-

er because of it. Todd Mullis told

authorities he was devastated and

the incident shattered his trust in

Amy Mullis, but he said he didn’t

confront her about the affair.

Even though he initially denied

it, he later admitted he did con-

front Amy Mullis about the affair.

In July 2018, authorities say Todd

Mullis was reviewing a cell phone

bill where he discovered a large

number of texts between Amy

Mullis and a man known to Todd

Mullis, documents state.

Todd Mullis told authorities he

confronted his wife and the man

in the same timeframe but they

both denied being in a relation-

ship. Todd Mullis also contacted

the man’s wife.

Todd Mullis told authorities

after these conversations, he did

not believe the two were in a re-

lationship.

However, during the course

of the investigation, authorities

learned Amy was having a “ro-

mantic relationship” with another

man beginning around May 2018

— a relationship that continued

up until the week of Amy’s death,

documents state.

Earlville man arrested for murder

TODD MULLIS

Amy Mullis’ fatal injuries not consistent

with falling on corn rake, ruled homicide
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Pearl Green, 1, plays with the eggs she found at the GNB Bank Easter Egg Hunt at Tirrill Park in Manchester April 20.
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When talk turns to the Manches-
ter Farmers Market, it’s a sure sign 
that spring is just around the corner.

The farmers market returns to 
its location behind Bushel & a Peck, 
along River St., Saturday, May 25. 
Now in its second year at that loca-
tion, the market once again prom-
ises visitors a variety of produce and 
food, along with fresh flowers, crafts 
and music.

Manchester Area Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director Jes-
sica Pape said officials saw an in-
crease in vendors and visitors to the 
new location last year.

“It’s really utilizing a space that 
hadn’t been used well in the past. 
We had almost triple the number 
from our normal vendors every 
single week. They liked that it was 
accessible for getting their vehicles 
backed up and unloaded. There is 
electricity already there. And with 
the walking trail, visitors still had 
solid ground to walk on. We think 
it’s a great location.”

More vendors mean more op-
tions for visitors to the market.

“We saw new craft people out 
here last year,” Pape explained. “We 
had more people out here selling 
food and sandwiches. So not only 
could people come and buy pro-
duce, they could also come and get 
breakfast. We plan to have that again 
this year.”

The May 25 kick-off to the mar-
ket will be free for vendors that day. 
Pape said it’s a chance for vendors 
to see the set-up and decide if they 
want to commit to the market. “We 
think it’s a neat way to give them a 
chance to see the market and decide 
if they want to come back. It’s also a 

Farmers 
Market is 
a sure sign 
of spring

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
Visitors to this season’s 
farmers market can expect 
to find delicious produce 
like this.
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When brothers and co-owners of 
Franklin Street Brewing Company, 
Chad and Kyle Sands, opened five years 
ago, they expected to sell beer. But after 
five years in the former Masonic Lodge 
building in Manchester, the brothers 
believe they are ahead of what they en-
visioned when they set out to bring craft 
beer to Delaware County.

“It’s been a lot of fun and a lot of 
work,” Kyle Sands said. “But I think we 
are definitely further along than what 
we imagined.”

Part of that progress is due to the 
quality of the beers brewed at the brew-
ery, while another area of growth is the 
distribution of their beers across Iowa 
and the Midwest.

“We are distributing more beer to 
other places than we thought back at 
the beginning,” Kyle Sands said.

Over the past five years, the brothers 
have seen customers come in and be 
converted from Busch Light to one of 
the beers on tap.

“It’s a cool story,” said Chad Sands. 
“So many people come in and say they 

don’t like dark beer. We brew a very 
light beer in Sully’s Light, which is sort 
of a gateway beer for those who don’t 
like craft beer. Next thing you know, it’s 
six months later and they are drinking 
beers that are barrel-aged or double 
dry-hopped. That’s pretty wild.”

Among the converts to craft beer is 
Kevin Ostrander. What makes his con-
version unconventional is that he is one 

of two brewers at the brewery.
“I wasn’t much of a beer drinker at 

all,” Ostrander admitted. “My wife Tina 
was a beer tender here. So I had some of 
the Nice Shoes beer. It was such an easy 
drinking beer.”

After starting as a beer tender, Os-
trander moved to the back room when 
an opening to brew beer came about. 
He and Matt Knutson began as brewers 

close to a year ago.
“My knowledge of beer grew expo-

nentially from being a beer tender,” 
Ostrander said. “You have to know the 
beer you are selling in order to sell it. 
People ask questions about the beers 
and you have to know the answers. I 
had always expressed interest in the 
brewing side of it. I like the science be-
hind it. So when there was an opening 
to brew, I took it.”

He admitted it’s a road less-traveled. 
“I took the unconventional route. Some 
people begin brewing at home and 
move up. I started in a big brew system.”

For his brewing partner, Knutson, 
it started with drinking beers at the 
brewery. “I came in with my parents,” 
Knutson said. “Eventually I beer tended 
on weekends. One thing led to another. 
I showed interest in brewing and came 
in on my off days to help out.”

Both Knutson and Ostrander 
learned to brew from the brothers.

“At first, Chad and I were doing all 
the brewing,” Kyle Sands said. “I’m not 
sure how we thought we would be able 
to do that long-term.”

Brewery celebrates fi fth anniversary

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
Franklin Street Brewing Company will celebrate its fifth 
anniversary this weekend. From left are, brewer Matt Knutson, 
co-owners Kyle and Chad Sands and brewer Kevin Ostrander.

The Bunny’s bounty
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While the Manchester City Coun-
cil is likely aware of the underlying 
issues, one Delaware County Su-
pervisor still presented the facts and 
figures regarding a potential new jail 
with the hopes of combating public 
misconception of the project.

Jeff Madlom told the council he 
was trying to get to every council in 

the county before voters head to the 
polls May 7.

“We just feel strongly that this is 
the time that this needs to be built,” 
Madlom said. “We’re working really 
hard to try and convince people they 
won’t be paying any more to have 
this done through the debt service 
levy.”

One of Madlom’s talking points 
to the taxpayer is they are going to 
be paying around the same amount 
whether or not the project moves 
forward because Delaware County’s 
jail is dangerously close to being shut 
down due to its disrepair.

“If we closed it today, we estimate 
it would cost $270,000 this year to 

transport prisoners (to other coun-
ties),” he said. “You’re going to be at 
$5.9 million in about the same time it 
would take to (pay the new jail off).”

As for paying other counties to 
house prisoners, Madlom says it 

doesn’t make any sense for these 
tax dollars to be leaving Delaware 
County.

The County currently has two 
bonds on its debt service — one for 
the new emergency community tow-
ers (which will be paid off this year) 
and the other for Lake Delhi, which 
Madlom said they are already slight-
ly ahead of schedule paying off. He 
said if the jail bond is also put on the 
debt service levy, there will be nearly 
no impact.

“Over a 12-year period, our debt 
service levy will not go up — after 
five years, it will go down slightly,” 
Madlom said. “As tax payers, it’s not 
going to cost you one cent in the debt 

service levy — we’re trying to stress 
that a lot.”

As for the state of the current jail, 
Madlom said things are becoming 
dire.

The “house” portion of the jail, 
built in the 1880s, is in such a state 
of decay that the insurance company 
will not insure it anymore, Madlom 
said, and as a result it has to be torn 
down whether or not voters approve 
a new jail.

Madlom said as anyone who has 
attempted to renovate an old build-
ing knows, the cost of repairing 
would likely end up eclipsing the 

Council hears Supervisor’s plea for new jail
Madlom stresses 
minimal impact on 
taxpayers

“As tax payers, it’s not going 

to cost you one cent in the 

debt service levy — we’re 

trying to stress that a lot.”

JEFF MADLOM
DELAWARE COUNTY SUPERVISOR
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