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BY LUKE MAIERS

luke.maiers@wcinet.com

Although it is only September, 
volunteers are getting ready for 
Operation Christmas Child. One 
gift can mean so much to some-
one during the Christmas season, 
and this program allows for United 
States residents to make a child’s 
day on the other side of the world.

The goal of Operation Christmas 
Child is to make sure that children 
in tough situations who may not 
get any gifts come the Christmas 
season, get that gift. The Manches-
ter United Methodist Church held 
a small gathering Sept. 12 with a 
special guest speaker who was a 
recipient of one of these gifts.

Dania Yadago was the speaker. 
She grew up in the Middle East, 
and her family encountered many 
difficult situations as she grew up. 
They were firm believers in the 
word of God. However, the coun-
try that her family lived in did not 
carry the same viewpoints. This led 
to the family receiving threats nu-
merous times.

Yadago’s family also lived in 
poverty. She spoke of the struggles 
the family had as they did not have 
many possessions, until one day 
when gifts were delivered to her 
village. The children’s names were 
called one-by-one, and finally her 
name was called.

“It was something I have nev-
er experienced in my childhood,” 
Yadago said. “It was truly an an-
swer to my prayers as a child.”

Her brother and herself received 
their first gifts ever. They were 
shoebox gifts.

“I just remember how colorful 
and brand new everything was,” 
she said.

This moment helped her build a 
stronger bond with her faith. Her 

Operation 
Christmas 
Child is back 
for another 
year of 
donations
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Lambert Elementary fourth-grade students give the new climbing wall their best shot in Abby McTaggart’s physical education class. 
Installed this summer at a cost of $5,000, the wall was made possible through a pair of grants from local organizations. The Foundation 
For the Future of Delaware County provided $4,000 for the wall, while GNB Bank provided $1,000.

Lambert students tackle the wall
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BY ERIK HOGSTROM

Telegraph Herald

A jury of 12 members and two 
alternates was seated Monday in 
the murder trial of Todd M. Mullis 
in Dubuque.

Mullis, 43, of Earlville, is accused 
of killing his wife, Amy L. Mullis, 39. 
Authorities said he fatally stabbed 
her with a corn rake on their farm 
on Nov. 10, staging the incident to 
look like an accident and then ask-
ing his son to check on his mother.

Iowa District Court Judge Thom-

as Bitter previously granted a mo-
tion to move the proceedings from 
Delaware County to Dubuque be-
cause of pretrial publicity.

The seven men and seven wom-
en of the juror panel will return to 
court at 9 a.m. today, with the open-
ing statements expected to follow 
soon after.

“Opening statement is  each 
party’s opportunity to stand up 
in front of you and describe what 
they think the evidence is going to 
show,” Bitter told jurors Monday as 
he previewed what the coming days 

would bring. “It’s not their time to 
argue the merits of their case.”

The state is represented by Del-
aware County’s county attorney, 
John Bernau, and Iowa Assistant 
Attorney General Maureen Hughes.

Mullis is represented by attor-
neys Gerald Feuerhelm and Robert 
Sabers.

Thirty-six prospective jurors 
were pulled from a pool  of  80 
people who packed the Dubuque 
County Courthouse’s north court-
room Monday morning. All of the 
courtroom’s seats were filled, and 
people stood against three of four 
walls.

The slow, deliberate process 
of jury selection began at 10 a.m., 
with individual interviews in the 
judge’s chambers with prospec-

tive panelists 
w h o  a d m i t-
ted to having 
heard of the 
case against 
Mullis.

N o n e  o f 
the prospec-
t i v e  j u r o r s 
w e re  s t r u c k 
f o r  c a u s e . 
Instead,  the 
process  concluded at  about 
3:30 p.m. with prosecutors and 
defense attorneys making 11 
mandatory strikes each to reduce 
the number of jurors to 14.

Hughes and Feuerhelm took 
about an hour each to winnow 

Mullis murder trial set to begin
Jurors will hear opening statements 
Tuesday in the case of an Earlville man 
accused of killing wife with corn rake 

TODD MULLIS
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