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FFA PREPARES FOR FUTURE
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HAWKS WIN STATE DUALS AGAIN
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The West delaware Hawks hoist their Class 2A State Tournament championship trophy following the traditional 
tournament. See story on page 3b.

Hawks win

BY DON ZIESER

don.zieser@wcinet.com

Voters in the West Delaware Commu-
nity School District will go to the polls 
March 2 to cast their ballots on a $20 
million bond referendum to improve 
district facilities.

If approved, general obligation bonds 
will provide funds to remodel, replace 
and improve the high school, middle 
school and Lambert Elementary build-
ings. Based on the average assessed 
home value in Manchester of $135,000, 
the median tax increase per household 
would be $53.84 per year, or $4.49 per 
month.

With the total estimated cost of the 
project slightly more than $38 million, 

West Delaware can make $18 million 
in facility improvements using reserve 
funds, with no impact to taxpayers. 
While the $18 million will address criti-
cal needs, the additional $20 million will 
allow the district to better meet future 
needs.

Proposed improvements include 

replacing air handling equipment for 
improved ventilation and air quality, 
providing air conditioning in all build-
ings, upgrading electrical service and 
distribution, replacing and upgrading 
plumbing and piping and improving 
energy efficiency by upgrading LED 
lighting, gas, electric and water systems.

The district also plans to secure en-
trances to prevent unauthorized entry, 
upgrade security cameras and improve 
bus pick up and drop off areas at the 
middle school and Lambert Elementary.

“This project is really going to benefit 
not only the school, but the entire com-
munity. As everyone knows, a strong 
school system is often the foundation of 

West Delaware bond referendum vote is March 2

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
From left, Therese and Robert beswick discuss the 
West delaware referendum plan with SitelogIQ 
representative Sharon Haeg during an open house at 
West delaware High School, Feb. 16.

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

Riverbend Pub’s plans to 
modify its existing deck were 
modified after a neighboring 
business raised concerns 
about how the covered out-
door seating area would ob-
struct its view of Manchester’s 
waterfront.

At its previous meeting, 
the Manchester City Council 
considered a project propos-
al from Riverbend that would 
have allowed it to enclose its 
current deck, essentially cre-
ating a four-seasons room, 
while also extending the deck 
further to the west to expand 
its popular outdoor seating 
options.

While the council had 
some concerns given the 
project is being constructed 
on land leased from the city, 
it also wanted to hear from 
other businesses in the area 
before rubber-stamping any-

thing.
Kyle Sands, a proprietor 

at the Franklin Street Brew-
ing Company, said no one 
had spoken to him about the 
proposal, but upon hearing 
the plan, he had a handful of 
concerns.

Sands said when Franklin 
Street was originally search-
ing for a location, they did 
consider the building River-
bend Pub is currently in but 
ultimately decided against 
it because they were told ex-
pansion wasn’t an option. 
Sands said that was a factor in 
why they choose their current 
building.

And while Sands said they 
weren’t supportive of the 
current deck being built in 
the first place, they definitely 
didn’t want the structure be-
ing expanded upward by way 
of enclosed seating.

“My biggest concern for 
our customers is the loss of 
the view,” Sands said.

Councilman Dean Sher-
man said Franklin Street’s 
objection held some weight 
for him.

“This project is really going to benefit 
not only the school, but the entire 
community. As everyone knows, 

a strong school system is often the 
foundation of a community.”
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