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Wrestlers compete in Des Moines
West Delaware Club wrestling. 2B

Young Hawks get an education this yearBY DOUG HUMMEL
Sports Writer • dhummel@wcinet.com

It’s a problem that many wres-
tling programs wish they had.
Thirty-five wrestlers showing up
for practice every day, working
hard transforming themselves into
gladiators so when they get tapped
on the shoulder they go rushing
onto the mat ready to battle.

That’s how it was every day of
the season for Jeff Voss, head wres-
tling coach for the West Delaware
wrestling team.  This year’s group
of wrestlers were led by seniors Coy
Roussell, Owen Ward, Rikki Mil-
lion, Brett Rausch, Max Ridenour
and Cooper Weeks.

Roussell enjoyed the most suc-
cessful season by a Hawk wres-
tler as he qualified for state at 170
pounds and brought home the
sixth-place medal after a memo-
rable trip to Wells Fargo Arena in
Des Moines, the place where every
wrestler wants their season to end.

“Our job is to prepare kids to get
to the state tournament so they can
be state champions or state medal-
ists.  Our schedule is of the quality
that helps us do that because we
compete against some of the best
talent in the state,” said Voss.

“For our young guys, and we
have a lot of them, the more they
can go up against more talent-

ed wrestlers, the better they will
become today and in the future.
Wrestling is so much about expe-
rience.  We can only do so much

preparation in a practice room, but
you can’t replace or recreate the
type of experience you get when
you’re out on that mat all alone

and you need to switch into battle
mode.”

Ten of the 14 Hawk wrestlers that
competed in the Class 2A Sectional

Tournament will be back next year
with all that experience under

Beth Lutgen • Staff Photo
Coy Roussell works to a 9-3 decision over  Dylan Henderson, of Davis County, during the Class 2A State Wrestling Tournament at 
Wells Fargo Arena in Des Moines.

Three from
MV earn
TRC nods

After earning an 8-4 record in
Tri-Rivers Conference play, three
members of the Maquoketa Valley girls
basketball team earned league honors.
Brianna Mensen
was a unanimous
first-team hon-
oree. Sam Wall
was named to the
second team and
Payton Ries was
honorable men-
tion. The com-
plete Tri-Rivers
West All-Confer-
ence team fol-
lows.

First team: Tay-
lor Huber, of Al-
burnett; Mensen,
of  Maquoketa
Valley; Mikayla
Nachazel, Rylee
Menster and Me-
gan Wagaman, of
Springville; and
Morgan Boer, of
North Linn.

Coach of the
Ye a r —  N a t e
Sanderson,  of
Springville.

Second team:
Ashley Tull and
Anna LeGrand, of
North Linn; Wall,
of  Maquoketa
Valley; Alyssa Jae-
ger, of Springville;
Maddy Schuchmann, of Alburnett; and
Samantha Uhlenkamp, of Central City.

Honorable mention: Maddie Vole-
sky, of Alburnett; Madison Trittle, of
Central City; Kylee Cooksley, of East
Buchanan; Cassie Norton, of Lisbon;
Ries, of Maquoketa Valley; Katie Kurt,
of North Linn; and Madi Wagaman, of
Springville.

BRIANNA 
MENSEN
First team

SAM WALL
Second team

PAYTON RIES
Honorable mention

HAWKS ~ turn to page 2B

Wildcat wrestlers win 25 dual meets
BY DON CARPENTER 
dcarpenter@wcinet.com

The 2015-16 Maquoketa Valley
wrestling team overcame many ob-
stacles on the way to a successful year.
A winning dual meet season and two
state qualifiers made for another en-
joyable Wildcat winter.

“Coming into this year I was ex-
cited to see what the identity of this
team was going to be,” commented
Maquoketa Valley coach Tim An-
drews.  “I knew the work these guys
put into the off-season would defi-
nitely pay dividends with the depth
at some spots, but was not sure how 
things would play out with losing
some great seniors from last year’s
class.”

One unexpected challenge for
the Wildcats were all the bumps and
bruises that came this season.

“From the get go we were plagued
by injuries and we never really
seemed to shake the injury bug,” said
Andrews. “We’ve been fortunate in
previous years and it just seemed ev-
erything accumulated into this sea-
son.  With 18 guys on the roster this
season and the number of injuries
we had I was very satisfied winning
25 dual meets and only losing nine.”

Maquoketa Valley was able to have
that success due in large part to the
leadership they received from Mason
Hermanson, Austin Stogdil, Dylan
Wright, Jordy Downs and Kaleb
Kruse. Those five went a combined
115-45 in their final season.

“This year’s senior class really
stepped up for us and helped push
the guys through the adversity that
we faced,” Andrews commented. “For
them to go out as seniors on a team
that won 25 dual meets in their final
season is something to hang their
hats on.  Although they did not reach
their goals from a personal stand-
point, they can reflect back on all the
successes they accomplished from
being a part of the Maquoketa Valley
wrestling program.  These seniors
had a 111-40 dual meet record over

their four years with the program with
a lot of those losses coming to teams
that brought home team trophies
from Des Moines.”

The future also looks bright, espe-
cially with state qualifiers Alec Mc-
Dowell and Eric Heims coming back
along with a whole lot of other talent.

“This year ended on a solid note,
having Alec and Eric both bringing
home conference titles and qualify-
ing for state as juniors,” Andrews said.
“Not only did they qualify, but Eric
won a match down there and Alec
ended up winning four and coming
away with a bronze medal.  Although
this was a great accomplishment for
Alec I know this was not his ultimate
goal.  The good thing is we have an-
other year for these juniors to reach

their goals as well as all the other guys
we have coming back.”

Andrews was grateful for a season
that was much different than any oth-
er in recent memory, but provided as
many wonderful memories as previ-
ous years.

“This year’s team will definitely be
looked back as a collective group that
had good success and came togeth-
er and rallied around one another
when adversity was at its highest,”
he commented.  “This year’s seniors
will be missed by everyone involved
but we are excited to see what the fu-
ture holds for each and every one of 
them.”

Season records for Maquoketa
Valley were:  McDowell 50-3, Heims
42-14, Dylan Wright 39-14, Mitch

Smith 34-16, Kaleb Kruse 26-16,
Tanner Parmely 23-15, Downs 22-
3, Cole Kruse 20-17, Hermanson
15-9, Canyon Richardson 15-24,
Robert Hildebrand 14-11, Stogdil
13-3, Cody Gibbs 12-15, Norman
Wilson 11-7, Carson Wright 11-16,
Dylan Happel 10-21, Justin Krapfl
9-21, Zach Cornell 4-13.

Pin totals for Maquoketa Val-
ley were; McDowell 31, Heims 25,
Smith 21, Dylan Wright 17, Par-
mely 13, Kaleb Kruse 12, Stogdil
11, Cole Kruse and Hermanson
nine, Hildebrand and Wilson
eight, Gibbs, Happel and Downs
five, Carson Wright four, Cor-
nell three and Richardson one.

Beth Lutgen • Staff PhotoMV’s Alec McDowell battles to a 3-2 win over Steven Gregory, of Treynor. With the win, Mc-Dowell placed third at 182 pounds in the Class 1A State Wrestling Tournament.
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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

An Iowa program bringing visitors 
into Edgewood from another commu-
nity has let Edgewood officials know 
that strangers who come to the com-
munity that sits on the Delaware-Clay-
ton County line might need a bit more 
help in getting around town.

The Iowa Downtown Exchange 
Program helps communities address 
strengths and weaknesses. Visitors 
from McGregor came to Edgewood 
unannounced during the summer, 
then completed an assessment of what 
they found in town.

“They are like secret shoppers,” 
explained Economic Development 
Director and Chamber of Commerce 
Secretary Elise Bergan. She described 
the visitors as “a fresh set of eyes.”

“There are lots of things as you live 
in a community day-in and day-out 
that you take for granted,” she said. 
“It’s seen from a fresh perspective by 
a visitor to town. You know where the 
ball fields and swimming pool are. You 
know where the grocery store is. Visi-
tors don’t know those things. Having 
someone else not from here give us 
their opinion of what we are missing 
is helpful.”

According to the visitors, what’s 
missing is signage. “We heard the 
need both for signs giving directions 
into Edgewood and signs for specific 
businesses,” Bergan said. “I think it 
was pretty eye-opening that our busi-
nesses are not being visible or what 
they offer is not being portrayed from 
the street. The Edgewood Chamber of 
Commerce office doesn’t have a sign.”

Bergan said Edgewood will respond 
to the feedback. “It was a light bulb mo-
ment for us. We aren’t telling our story 
and promoting ourselves.”

A campaign to market Edgewood 
as a destination stop called “Experi-
ence Edgewood” has been running 
for several months. Bergan said it’s a 
good start. “How we tell our story and 
promote ourselves doesn’t fly in the 
face of that campaign. It makes “Ex-
perience Edgewood” all the more im-
portant. That’s just the start. We have to 
expand on it.”

Bergan said officials need to con-
stantly update marketing materials as 
well as the City website.

The report also cited several pos-
itives in the community, including 

Downtown 
exchange 
visits 
Edgewood

Trunk or Treat a big hit

These football brothers pose for a picture for mom at Sherman’s Pumpkin 
Farm during Trunk Trick or Treat Oct. 28. From left, Cooper Eschen and 
Ethan Eschen.

RIGHT: There 
were plenty of 
costumes and candy 
for everyone at 
Sherman’s Pumpkin 
Farm during the 
Trunk or Treat event 
Oct. 28. Jacklyn 
Chambers, front, and 
Savannah Hoffmann 
walk through the 
haunted bus at 
Sherman’s Pumpkin 
Farm.

Hero vs. hero: Manchester Police Officer David Trumblee offers 
some candy to Captain America.

Sarah Perez is all smiles as a unicorn heading to Trunk 
or Treat.

Don Zieser • Staff Photo

Hawk players and fans celebrate following West Delaware’s 3-1 regional final win over Waverly-Shell Rock, Oct. 29, in Manchester. 
The Hawks advance to play Sergeant Bluff-Luton in 4A State Tournament play in Cedar Rapids, Nov. 6.

Hawks head to Class 4A State Tournament. 

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

There was some confusion between 
the camps of Sen. Chuck Grassley, Rep. 
Rod Blum and their hosts at the Old 20 
Auctions & Liquidations in the run up 
to an open forum last Friday — namely, 
who was promoting it.

Each group thought the other would 
be inviting guests, however in the end, 
neither did.

But what resulted was a fairly unique 
campaign stop that included a sitting 
congressman seeking reelection for 
one of the most sought-after seats in 
the nation, the chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee and a little over 
half-a-dozen people.

Friday’s gathering in Manchester 
was a welcome break from the conten-
tiousness of our nation’s current po-
litical climate. While politics certainly 
were discussed at length, most of the 

conversation was incredibly candid.
Walter Loecke, the father of Old 20 

auction owner Mike Loecke, greeted 
both Blum and Grassley.

While giving the elected officials a 
tour of the auction house, they chatted 
about everything from the uniqueness 
of Old 20’s restroom to Grassley’s Ins-
tagram account. They conversed about 
the differences in gas prices between 
Cedar Falls and Dubuque, how cell 
phones have gone from eight-pound 
bricks to smartphones and laughed 
about the difference in Grassley’s sleep 
schedule in Iowa and Washington, D.C.

But in the end, this was a campaign 
stop for Blum.

Blum said his campaign has been 
heavily outspent by opponent Abby 
Finkenauer, who Blum said is getting 
most of her money from the coasts. 
But, he said, if those in Boston and Hol-
lywood think they can just buy a seat, 
“they are underestimating Iowa voters.”

“I didn’t know those folks cared 
about us, they usually call us fly-over 
country,” Blum said.

Grassley emphasized how import-

ant is it for Republicans to hold Blum’s 
seat.

“If we win (Blum’s seat), we’re going 
to control the House,” Grassley said.

And like any modern-day political 
discussion, the topic soon turned to 

Up close and personal at Old 20 Auctions
Grassley, Blum make campaign stop

Dylan Kurt • Staff Photo
Rep. Rod Blum, left, and Sen. Chuck Grassley, right, are greeted by Walter Loecke at the one-
of-a-kind Old 20 Auction Oct. 26

 OLD 20 ~turn to page 2A
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