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Joe Rosauer, left, reads to Jo Schreck and her dog, Pearl, during “Reading with Pearl,” at the Manchester Public 
Library last week.

Dog gone good book

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Following the defeat of a $12 
million bond referendum, offi-
cials in the Edgewood-Coles-
burg School District know their 
infrastructure needs aren’t 
going away. What they don’t 
know is why voters in the district 
didn’t support the project.

The referendum had two 
questions on the ballot, with 
one getting 53.85% and the other 
52.37%. A supermajority of 60% 
was needed for both.

“We were definitely disap-
pointed in the result, but I’d say 
even more surprised than any-
thing,” said Ed-Co School Board 
President Dan Venteicher. 
“During the course of trying to 
get the information out, during 
community meetings and social 
media posts, we received very, 
very little in the form of push-
back on the project.”

The referendum would have 
updated HVAC at the elemen-
tary school in Colesburg, along 
with a new career and technical 
space, competition gymnasium, 
improved accessibility and new 
student drop-off entrance away 
from Highway 3 in Edgewood.

Superintendent Rob Busch 

said the district will begin to 
find other ways to address the 
HVAC needs at Colesburg. “We 
are working with an engineer 
on that. We do have some ESS-
ER (Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief) funds 
available to use.”

As part of the American Res-
cue Plan (ARP), ESSER funds 
may be used to help address the 
impact of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

“We have about $600,000 of 
ESSER for air quality and those 
types of things,” Busch said.

Busch is hoping the district 
can put together another refer-
endum next fall. “I would like to 
do that, but that would be up to a 
committee group and the school 
board coming together to see 
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ROB BUSCH

“Our intention is to keep addressing this moving forward 
and run another bond in September. Whether it’s going to 

be identical to this one or not we will see.”
DAN VENTEICHER
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Congresswoman Ashley 
Hinson met with the Suicide 
Prevention Coalition of Dela-
ware County to discuss brain 
health issues and what local 
advocates are seeing in the 
area.

Also in attendance at the 
Nov. 10 meeting at theStone 
Church were county supervi-
sors, school counselors, law 
enforcement and brain health 
care providers.

Jessica Pape, Area Director 
with Youth for Christ and a 
member of the coalition, said 
her group hopes to offer help 
where it is needed. “Our area 
has had multiple teen suicides 
and we are looking at how we 
can do something. We have 
school counselors working 
with kids and also have other 
great people in the community 
offering services. But we know 
we still have a lot of gaps.”

The coalition launched in 
August with a listening session. 

“I feel we are just taking what 
people are discussing and be-
ing able to put that into action 
and we have been able to do 
that really quickly,” Pape said.

West Delaware Middle 
School Guidance Counselor 
Alicia Soppe said she has seen 
an increase of students with 
brain health issues over the 
past five years. “It’s possible 

that has become more appar-
ent during the pandemic,” she 
said. “But one positive of this 
pandemic is that more people 
are talking about brain health 
than ever before.”

Jennifer Hahn, Northeast 
Iowa Coordinator at Families, 
Inc. Counseling Services told 
Hinson that, like other seg-
ments of the economy, work-

force has been an issue when 
it comes to providing services.

“For us, we either get no ap-
plicants or poor applicants,” 
Hahn said.

“We all feel the system 
breakdown,” Pape said. “What 
are we missing as a commu-
nity? I know what I hear all 
the time from students is that 
they feel they aren’t enough, 
that they aren’t good enough. 
Those are all lies of course. We 
tell them we care about them. 
It’s brain health, but it is also 

Hinson meets with coalition
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Congresswoman Ashley Hinson responds to a 
comment during the meeting with the Suicide 
Prevention Coalition of Delaware County at theStone 
Church Nov. 10.

“There’s a lane for each 
of us. Where the federal 
issue really comes in is to 
make sure health care is 
funded the right way, the 

targeted way.”
CONGRESSWOMAN 
ASHLEY HINSON

Ed-Co school leaders look at 
options after failed referendum

 ED-CO ~turn to page 2A

 HINSON ~turn to page 5A
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