
Malvern Daily Record - Saturday, August 22, 2026 - 7

HVAC LICENSE #124350

Servicing Sheridan, Malvern, Hot Springs, Benton,
Arkadelphia, Little Rock, and all areas in between!

TOLL FREE 1-888-689-6016501-332-2364
“Where Quality Still Matters”

Licensed & Insured

From planning to permitting to , 
we’re equipped to handle every aspect of your 

project with professional expertise.

Brian Stinson
Home Builder & Contractor

501-844-7075

TNT SANITATION
501-860-4883

Serving 
Hot Spring 

County!

When the summer entertain-
ing season draws to a 
close, homeowners need to 

ensure their outdoor living areas can 
handle weather that’s right around 
the corner. Although outdoor furni-
ture and other items tend to be dura-
ble, the impact snow, wind and ice 
can have on them may lead to dam-
age over time. That is why many 
homeowners take steps to winterize 
their outdoor spaces and protect 
their belongings. Here’s a look at 
how to prepare for the winter to 
come.
• Furniture: Cover or store furniture 
to protect it from
the elements. Covering it with 
weather-proof covers can be ade-
quate if storing items indoors
is not possible.
• Deep clean: Items that will be cov-
ered or stored should be thoroughly 
cleaned prior to being removed from 
spaces for the season. Lingering dirt 
and moisture can cause damage.
• Insulate and drain: Don’t risk 
damage to pipes, which can freeze 
and crack in the cold. Shut off the 
water supply to exterior faucets and 
drain water lines to prevent pipes 
from freezing and bursting.
Use foam pipe insulation to
prevent freezing and cover
any exposed pipes.
• Apply mulch: After cleaning up 
garden debris, think about applying 
mulch to garden beds and cover ten-
der plants to protect them from the 
weather.

• Check gutters: Be sure that gut-
ters and downspouts are clear of 
leaves and any additional debris. If 
gutters and downspouts are not 
cleaned, ice dams may form on the 
roof and cause
water damage.
• Inspect and repair: Inspect walk-
ways and driveways for any damage 
and make repairs now so water will 
not seep in and cause further issues 
with freeze-thaw cycles. Consider 
applying a sealant to protect surfac-
es from snow
and ice.
• Pools and spas: It’s essential to 
follow the industry or manufacturer 
recommendations for closing down 
swimming pools and spas for the 
season. While covers may not be 
essential in all climates, covering 
can help prevent leaves and other 
debris from getting in the water. 
Water should be expelled from pipes 
and tubing to prevent freezing and 
bursting. If space allows, consider 
moving the pool pump indoors to 
prolong its longevity. Turn off the 
electricity to the outlet where the fil-
ter is plugged in.
There may be additional, region-spe-
cific steps to winterize a property, 
but these pointers are a good start-
ing point to protect outdoor spaces.

Tips for winterizing 
exterior living areas

Windows in a home are 
easily taken for granted. 
Even though residents 

look through their windows every 
day, it’s only when issues arise 
that people tend to give the win-
dows
much thought.
Even if windows may not be fore-
most on the minds of homeown-
ers, they are a notable compo-
nent of every home. New win-
dows also can be an expensive 
addition to a home, so it benefits 
all homeowners to gain an under-
standing of window replacement 
projects before they start shop-
ping around for new windows.
• Windows are more complex 
than new homeowners may 
realize. Homeowners will need to 
choose between three commonly 
available window materials when 
picking new windows for their 
homes. Vinyl windows typically 
are the most affordable option, 
and opinions vary considerably 
regarding these products. Some 
tout their resistance to moisture, 
but others feel they lack the aes-
thetic appeal of costlier alterna-
tives like fiberglass. Vinyl win-
dows also can’t be painted, which 
some homeowners may find 
problematic. Fiberglass windows 
can be painted and are known for 
their strength and durability. 
Aluminum windows are strong 
and durable as well, but they may 
not provide as much thermal pro-
tection as some other options. 
Each window type has its own 
unique pros and cons, and home-
owners are urged
to do their homework
to determine the best fit
for them.
• Consider variables unique to 
your home. Climate is an import-
ant consideration when choosing 
windows, and that of course is 
unique to each homeowner. How 
hot or cold the local climate can 
be will affect how well windows 
insulate a home, so a window 
that’s best for one particular 
region may not be ideal for 

another. Homeowners are urged 
to investigate which window 
materials are best suited to their 
local climates. All windows pro-
tect against the elements, but 
some might provide more ade-
quate insulation, which can help 
keep utility bills low and everyone 
inside a home more comfortable.
• Homeowners may need to 
decide between replacement 
windows or new construction 
windows. The window experts at 
Pella note that new construction 
windows are the primary option 
for newly constructed homes or 
room additions. Replacement 
windows are typically installed 
when homeowners need new 
windows but do not want or need 
to remove existing exterior clad-
ding or trim. Replacement win-
dows tend to be considerably 
less expensive than new con-
struction windows, but the latter 
option merits consideration 
before making a final decision.
• It can be budget-friendly to 
replace more than one window 
at a time. Some, though not all, 
window installation companies 
charge a non-negotiable project 
fee, so it can be more financially 
savvy to replace more than one 
window at a time. Replacing win-
dows piecemeal may require 
homeowners to pay the project 
fee for each installation, whereas 
homeowners who replace multi-
ple windows at the same time will 
only incur that fee once. If home-
owners know many windows in 
their home are in need of 
replacement, it can be financially 
advantageous to replace all that 
need it at once rather than break-
ing the project up and paying 
multiple project fees.

Window replacement projects 
require careful consideration 
so homeowners identify the 
best products for their home.

The basics of window 
replacement projects


