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Best Pre-owned Dealer 
1st Runner Up New Car Dealer

Our professional salesmen are here to help you 
with your next vehicle purchase.

Come see why we were voted #1

2600 S. Rivercreek Rd. 
Malvern, AR 72104

501-229-8900
Certified Mobile Tech 

right to your front door! 

Give Jeff a call.
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Thanks for voting us  
Best Tobacco/Vape Shop

1721 MLK Blvd Ste X • Malvern, AR 72104 
501-732-9113

Est. Sept. 1, 2018

Thank you for voting me 
Best Barber and Barber Shop

Whitley’s
Barber Shop

(501) 337-4742 
20781 Hwy 67 

Malvern, AR 72104

Come see us for your 
haircuts and shaves.

Monday - Friday
9 am - 5 pm
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Thank you 
Hot Spring County for voting us

Bailey's Wrecker
1507 Smith St, Malvern, AR

501-332-3400

Charlie Puckett, Ben(Mike)Smith, Melissa Smith and Christy Dugan

BEST WRECKER SERVICE,  
BEST SMALL BUSINESS  

OF THE YEAR &  
LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS
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Small Business of the Year: Small Business of the Year: 
Bailey’s Towing & Recovery Inc.Bailey’s Towing & Recovery Inc.

For Bailey’s Towing & Recovery Inc. owners Mike and Melissa 
Smith, being named the Malvern Daily Record’s 2026 Readers’ 
Choice Small Business of the Year is all about serving the commu-
nity that has supported their business.

“We were extremely excited to fi nd out we had won,” Melissa 
Smith said. “There were a lot of businesses in that category. For us 
to be chosen, we just feel blessed.”

The couple has owned Bailey’s for the past fi ve years, after Mike 
worked for founders Phil and Debbie Bailey for years before pur-
chasing the business when Phil retired. Rather than reinvent the 
company, the Smiths said they have focused on preserving the rep-
utation the Baileys built.

“It’s old-school customer service,” Melissa said. “That’s always 
been the big thing, along with rapid response. We try to treat ev-
erybody with respect and like they’re family.”

While the business has updated equipment and added employ-
ees, the Smiths say their mission has remained focused on helping 
people through some of the worst moments of their lives.

Many customers call Bailey’s after waiting hours for roadside 
assistance. Others arrive after serious crashes, dealing with the 
emotional aftermath. The Smiths said towing often requires far 
more than moving vehicles.

“People don’t see the human side,” she said. “Sometimes our 
guys are sitting with a mom who just lost her child or helping 
someone who’s completely traumatized. That’s the part of this 
business people don’t think about.”

The Smiths also credit their staff for helping maintain the com-
pany’s reputation. Offi ce worker Christy Dugan has been with 
Bailey’s Towing for about a year and a half, while driver Charlie 
Puckett has spent the past four years with the business. Alongside 
the Smiths, they help provide the quick response and personal ser-
vice their longtime customers have come to expect.

The company keeps a toy chest for children visiting the offi ce 
after crashes, offers water and reassurance to stranded motorists 
and, when necessary, gently advises grieving families against 
viewing severely damaged vehicles.

Mike acknowledges the job often puts him on the scene of acci-
dents that are emotionally charged. Much like fi rst responders, tow 
truck drivers encounter heartbreaking situations in order to serve 
those who need them most. “It’s something you have to adapt to, 
and I would rather be the one doing that than someone who might 
not be able to compartmentalize it,” he said. 

“We try every day to be the person you need us to be,” Melissa 
said. “We want to make a bad situation just a little easier.”

Community ties also run deep. Mike is a lifetime Malvern na-
tive, while Melissa has called the city home since elementary 
school. They credit loyal customers — some dating back to the 
years of the Bailey family’s ownership — for the business’s con-
tinued success.

One of the company’s most recognizable symbols is its pink 
breast cancer awareness truck, which debuted in the 2022 Malvern 

Christmas parade. Inspired by Melissa’s two aunts who died from 
breast cancer, the truck features custom pink emergency lighting, 
a heart-shaped version of the company’s crossed-hooks logo, and 
winches named in the aunts’ honor. “That’s because the winches 
are the strong parts,” Melissa said. 

The truck is a symbol of the business’s commitment to stand 
beside those they serve as they face some of the most challenging 
circumstances of their lives. Those connections are why the offi ce 
walls at Bailey’s are covered with awards from years of being rec-
ognized as one of Malvern’s most trusted businesses.

“We’re just self-made hometown people,” Melissa said. “We 
work hard, try to make people happy and every day strive to be a 
little better than we were yesterday.”

By Heather Bennett Ritter
Staff Writer
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Large Business of the Year: Large Business of the Year: 
Malvern National BankMalvern National Bank

Malvern National Bank’s continued investment in the communi-
ty has once again earned the institution one of our highest honors 
for a third year in a row.

Named the Malvern Daily Record’s 2026 Readers’ Choice Big 
Business of the Year, MNB President Brent Black says the bank's 
success is rooted in the people who represent the bank every day.

“Our employees spend countless hours volunteering,” Black 
said. “They genuinely enjoy doing it.”

Whether helping with Cookies with Santa, Easter Bunny visits, 
community festivals or countless local fundraisers, Black said em-
ployees are consistently generous with their time and effort. 

“When we ask our employees for volunteers, we usually have 
more than we can use,” he said.

That spirit of service extends beyond individual events. With 
about 70 employees working in downtown Malvern, Black said 
the bank has made a point of investing in the city’s future through  
projects like its new Main Street pocket park, sponsorships for the 
city's sesquicentennial celebration and continued support for fel-
low downtown businesses.

“I think it’s important to us that downtown keeps growing like 
it has,” he said. “We want to support the restaurants and the events 
that are down there so when our employees come to work every 
day, they have a nice place to go.”

Since arriving in Malvern nearly a decade ago, Black said he’s 
watched the city steadily build momentum.

“I can tell a big difference,” he said. “There are more things 
going on. Businesses are fi xing up their storefronts, and the com-
munity wants this to be a nice place for everybody to live.”

MNB has continued growing about 8% over the past year, add-
ing several local jobs, moving forward with renovations to its Riv-
erview branch in Rockport, and making preparations to build a 
new branch in Hot Springs.

Although these moves signal a promising path into the future, 
Black believes credit for Malvern’s progress should be shared.

“If nobody wants to volunteer or help or sponsor, your commu-
nity is going to go downhill pretty quickly,” he said. “There’s quite 
a few businesses and organizations that are trying to make this a 
better place to live.”

Just as important as moving beyond the bank's walls to support 
the community, Black said, is the culture within the bank itself. 
Approximately 20 employees in Malvern have worked for MNB 
for at least two decades, with many retiring after 30 and even 40 
years of service.

“I think our employees enjoy working here,” he said. “As we 
grow, we want to offer more to them as well.”

Looking ahead, Black expects MNB to sustain its spirit of in-
volvement.

“Continue to take pride in your community,” he said, “and it’ll 
continue to grow.”

By Heather Bennett Ritter
Staff Writer
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MALVERN NATIONAL BANK

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

Best Bank
Large Business of the Year

Woman of the Year - Elissa Mitchell
Best Mortgage Broker - Kyle Keeney

Best Boss - Erica Gage
Best Local Volunteer - Ashley Savage

Best Banker - Cameron Reed
1st Runner Up Bank Teller - Hannah Freer

1st Runner Up Property Manager - Natasha Adams

Based in Malvern since 1934

Congratulations to
all Reader's Choice Award Winners!

Woman of the Year:Woman of the Year:
Elissa MitchellElissa Mitchell

For two decades, Elissa Mitchell has been an effervescent pres-
ence on the front line of customer service at Malvern National 
Bank, greeting generations of community members with a familiar 
smile and an unwavering commitment to service. 

Her graceful consistency — both inside the bank and throughout 
the community — has earned her recognition as the 2026 Malvern 
Daily Record Readers’ Choice Woman of the Year.

Mitchell said she was genuinely surprised to learn she had been 
selected for the honor, describing the announcement as something 
she “never saw coming.”

“I don’t know who nominated me or why,” Mitchell said with a 
laugh. “It was a big surprise.”

Those who know her, however, would likely point to qualities 
that have defi ned her life in Malvern for decades: a servant’s heart, 
a warm smile and a commitment to helping others, regardless of 
their station in life. 

Mitchell is currently celebrating her 20th year at Malvern Na-
tional Bank, where she serves as a customer service representative, 
assisting customers with new accounts and guiding them through 
life’s fi nancial milestones. After spending more than two decades 
working her way from hourly employee to manager at Andy’s 
restaurants, she joined the bank in 2006 and quickly found the ca-
reer she believes God intended for her.

By Heather Bennett Ritter
Staff Writer

See Elissa, page 8
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Man of the Year: Boyce MitchellMan of the Year: Boyce Mitchell

Boyce Mitchell has spent three decades helping people through 
some of the hardest moments of their lives. The lifelong Malvern 
resident's dedication to so many of the most vulnerable in our com-
munity is why he has been voted as Malvern Daily Record’s 2026 
Readers’ Choice Man of the Year.

As a mental health caseworker with Ouachita Behavioral Health, 
the chair of the Hot Spring County Homeless Coalition, and one of 
the establishing fi gures of the Hot Springs Community Resource 
Center, Mitchell has become well known for connecting people 
with housing, treatment and resources --  work that he describes as 
"giving a hand-up, not a hand-out." His reach has expanded from 
assisting about 60 people a year when he fi rst began managing 
a federal homelessness grant, to serving nearly 1,000 individuals 
annually.

Mitchell’s path into mental health began almost by accident. 
After repeatedly asking for a job at a group home despite being 
turned away, his persistence paid off.

“I was willing to hear no as many times as it took,” he said. “The 
more I got into it, it was almost like it was second nature.”

While his work now spans fi ve counties, Mitchell said his heart 
has always remained in Malvern.

“I’ve always wanted to do something great in Malvern. I’ve 
been here all my life, and I love this place. I just want us to grow," 
he said.

That vision extends far beyond addressing homelessness. Mitch-
ell believes Malvern’s greatest opportunity lies in building a re-
newed identity around its natural assets and strengthening commu-
nity connections through collaborative problem solving.

“I see Malvern almost waking up,” he said. “We have the river 
here. We’ve started making it where people can come out and walk 
the trails, but I want to dig deeper into that. We have thousands of 
people coming here fl oating, but we need to play a stronger role in 
servicing them.”

Mitchell said he believes incentivizing visible improvements,  
developing Malvern's historic business district and promoting 
wise stewardship and use of nearby natural resources will encour-
age residents to take pride in their hometown, although he insists 
physical improvements alone won’t solve the city’s challenges.

“Everybody has a lot of good ideas,” he said. “But those ideas 
mean nothing without work, without us moving together in the 
same direction.”

Throughout his career, Mitchell has learned to look beyond im-
mediate crises and focus on their root causes.

“We’ve got to start working on problems, not symptoms,” he 
said. “Whether that’s education, mental health, lack of health care 
or employment, there’s always an underlying problem.”

His message to the community is ultimately one of shared re-
sponsibility.

“Malvern is only as strong as the weakest person in it,” Mitchell 
said. “We’ve got to get to the point where we help one another. If 
we’re ever going to overcome these barriers and make this place 
better, we have to come together as a community with a common 
vision that includes all of us."

By Heather Bennett Ritter
Staff Writer

“I absolutely love my job,” she said. “I’m a people person. I love 
dealing with the public.”

Mitchell said she loves being a guiding hand through the tran-
sitional periods in her customers' lives.  “My heart melts with the 
elderly people, and I love helping teenagers getting their fi rst ac-
counts," she said. 

Outside the bank, Mitchell’s passion for serving the communi-
ty continues through a personal ministry she calls “God’s Got a 
Blessing.” From her home, she assembles bags fi lled with toilet-
ries, snacks, bottled water and handwritten scripture cards before 
personally distributing them to people experiencing homelessness 
or hardship.

“I just want them to know somebody’s thinking about them,” 

she said. “When we see people in certain situations, we need to 
remember that could be us as well.”

The ministry refl ects values she says were instilled by her moth-
er, whose compassion for others inspired Mitchell’s own desire to 
care for people in need. Looking toward retirement, she hopes to 
one day open a shelter or pantry where families can fi nd food and 
other necessities.

A longtime member of Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church, 
Mitchell said she hopes Malvern's future is built on unity and 
neighbors working together to create more opportunities for each 
other.

Although she prefers to stay out of the spotlight, Mitchell be-
lieves kindness speaks for itself.

“If you really have a genuine heart, it shows,” she said. “I’m not 
looking for a pat on the back. I just go where my heart moves.”

Elissa  Continued from page 7
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Thank you for voting us
BEST CHEESE STICKS,  
PIZZA & SALADS

501-337-0770 
New location coming soon to 2198 Center St.

Come dine with us!
Lunch Buffet: 11am - 1:30 pm • Tues-Fri & Sun

Evening Buffet: 5pm - 8:30pm • Tues & Fri  
Closed on Mondays

g us

Malvern

Best Animal Clinic, Best Pet Boarding, 
1st runner up Pet Supplies

Thank You
Hot Spring County 

for voting us

501-337-PETS (7387)
853 Henry St., Malvern, AR • hughesanimalhosp.com

HOURS: Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 8 AM - 5:30 PM
Wed & Sat 8 AM -12 PM

Lexy Gilbert 
D.V.M

Stacy Brown 
D.V.M.

Ricky Hughes  
D.V.M.

Voted Best Veterinarian

.
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Thank 
You

Hot Spring 
County has 
many hard 
working people 
that volunteer 
their time to help 
our communities. 
Their objective 
is simple, to 
make Hot Spring 
County a great 
place to live, 
work, and play.

To be selected 
Runner-up “Best Political Figure” by 
those participating in the Malvern Daily 
Record voting is both humbling, and 
a great honor. Let’s continue to work 
together continually improving our 
community for our families, and future 
generations.

Paid for by Rick McClure for State Representative

Rick McClure
State Representative District 29

 
Community Church
Hot Spring County Economic  
Development Board, Arkansas State 

BEST OF 

2023 Readers’ Choice Awards

for Selecting Us as  
Best Electricians in

Hot Spring County for  
the 24th Consecutive Year!

501-332-2364

Thank You!

501-262-1581

4735 Malvern Rd.
Hot Springs, AR 71901

JORDANBEDDING.COM

FOR CHOOSING US AS YOUR
BEST MATTRESS STORE

& 1ST RUNNER UP
FURNITURE STORE!
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Commitment to Caring, Commitment to You
501-332-8688

2026 Hot Spring County  
Best Funeral Director

From our family to yours...

Thank you for making us 
the #1 Carpet Cleaning Company!

www.steamaticar.com

112 Jefferson Street

321-1191 | 922-1033
•  W A T E R  •  S M O K E  •  F I R E  R E S T O R A T I O N

Other Blue Ribbon Services:
• Oriental and Area Rug &  

   Hardwood Floor Cleaning 

• Tile and Grout Cleaning 

• Air Duct & Dryer Vent Cleaning 

• Water, Fire & Smoke Damage Restoration 

• Mold Remediation 

• 24 Hour Emergency Water Extraction
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1019 Henry St Malvern, AR 72104 • Phone: 501-332-5501

Thanks for Voting Us  
Best Auto Body Shop

THANK You
for voting me 
2026 BEST  

REAL ESTATE  
AGENT

DeAnn Williams 
deann@deannwilliams.com 

cell: 501.844.7359
office: 501.315.3000
deannwilliams.com

Call your LOCAL agent!

  

  for voting us
2026 BEST CHICKEN!

f ti
THANK YOU

We appreciate
all our customers.
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Best Medical Clinic,  
Dr. Higginbotham Best Doctor,  

Jill Hughes Best Nurse and  
1st runner up Best Physician Office!

Current Clinic Hours:  
Mon & Tue 7 a.m. to 5 p.m 

Wed-Fri 8 a.m. to 5 p.m
Medical Care available after hours & Saturdays  
at the Covenant Health Urgent Care next door.501.337.9994 • 501.229.2920

128 E 3rd St., Malvern, AR
501-332-5282

Thanks for  
voting us 
Best Auto  

Parts Dealer
Malvern/Hot Spring County  
for voting me Best Attorney

447 East Page Avenue • Malvern, Arkansas 72104 

501-337-0272

Cecilia Ashcraft
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Thank you again  
for voting us 

#1 Insurance Company

234 Harris St.  
Malvern, AR 72104  

Bus: 501-337-5256 
monica@mymalvernagent.com  

www.mymalvernagent.com 

Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm  
Saturday: by appointment only

Monica Yarbrough

#1 Insurance Agent
1st runner Up 

Financial/ 
Investment Services
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Malvern School District 
is proud to recognize our winners. 

“We’re proud that our 
community selected them as the 

Best of Hot Spring County.”

Congratulations and thanks for your dedication!
Best School District

Elementary Employee/Teacher - Treva Tarkington

High School Administrator - Greg Hughes

Superintendent - 1st runner up Janet Blair  

Middle School Administrator  - 1st runner up Ben Dial

Best Boss - 1st runner up Catherine Watson

Librarian- 1st runner Stony Evans
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2026 Readers’ Choice Winners List2026 Readers’ Choice Winners List

Large Business Of Th e Year (+ 10)
Malvern National Bank

Central Arkansas Telephone Cooperative

Small Business Of Th e Year (-10)
Bailey’s Wrecker
Bronze + Boujee

Church
Th e Well

LifePoint Church

Civic Club
New Ground Discipleship Group

Lions Club

Man Of Th e Year
Boyce Mitchell

Stephen Shirron

Woman Of Th e Year
Elissa Mitchell
Kristin English

Auto Body Shop
CrutchField’s Auto Body & Collision

Gordy’s Collision Repair
     

Auto Glass Dealer
Key’s Auto Glass

Glass Doctor

Auto Oil Change
Quik-Way Lube & Tire

Big A’s Automotive and Transmission

Auto Parts Dealer
NAPA

Autozone

Auto Service Shop
Big A’s Automotive and Transmission

Boyett’s Garage & Wrecker Service

New Car Dealer
Teeter Chevrolet

Smart Ford

Preowned Car Dealer
Smart Ford

Teeter Chevrolet

Recreational Vehicle Dealer
John’s Honda

Timberland CDJR

Small Engine Repair Shop
Malvern Power Equipment

Tank’s Tires

Tire Dealer
Big A’s Automotive and Transmission

Quik-Way Lube & Tire

Wrecker Service
Bailey’s Wrecker
Malvern Towing

Bakery
KB’s Love by the Pound

Just in Kase Cookie

Barbecue
Craig’s BBQ
3J’s Wings

Biscuit
Andy’s

Early Rizers

Breakfast
HWY 270 Grill
Shelley’s Diner

Burrito
El Parian

Valdivia Bros.

Catering Service
Craig’s BBQ

Blended & Blessed

Catfi sh
Sam’s Southern Eatery

Dorey’s Catfi sh

COMMUNITY

AUTOMOTIVE

DINING/RESTAURANTS



2026 Malvern Daily Record Reader’s Choice Awards2026 Malvern Daily Record Reader’s Choice Awards          1717  

Cheese Sticks
Larry’s Pizza

Brick City Pizza

Chicken
Popeye’s

Sam’s Southern Eatery

Chicken Fried Steak
Mama K’s

HWY 270 Grill

Coff ee
Coff ee Records

Mug Shots

Desserts
KB’s Love by the Pound

Blended + Blessed

Donuts 
Th e Donut Hole

Th e Donut House

Fast Food
Burger King

Andy’s

Food Truck
Early Rizers

Valdivia Bros.

French Fries
Mel’s Dairy Bar

Andy’s

Friendliest Service
Hobo Joe’s
Mama K’s

Hamburgers
Mel’s Dairy Bar
Shelley’s Diner

Home Cooked Meals
Mama K’s

Shelley’s Diner

Hot Dogs
Sonic

Mel’s Dairy Bar

Ice Cream/Yogurt/Milkshakes
Mel’s Dairy Bar

Andy’s

Locally-Owned Restaurant
Shelley’s Diner
HWY 270 Grill

Mexican Food
El Parian

Cotija

Pizza
Larry’s Pizza

Brick City Pizza

Plate Lunches
Shelley’s Diner

Early Rizers

Salads
Larry’s Pizza

Shelley’s Diner 

Sandwiches
Coff ee Records

Early Rizers

Steaks
HWY 270 Grill

Mama K’s

Tacos
Valdivia Bros.

El Parian

Wings
3J’s Wings

Brick City Pizza 

Accounting Firm
Kindy & Elliott

Fred Penny

Bank
MNB

Clearway Credit Union

Drive Th ru Banking
Clearway Credit Union

Southern Bancorp
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES
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Financial/Investment Services
Gerald Black

Monica Yarbrough

Insurance Company
Monica Yarbrough

Farm Bureau

Mortgage Company
Southern Bancorp

Clearway Credit Union

Chiropractic Clinic
Malvern Chiropractic

Dr. Delee

Dental Offi  ce
Efi rd Dentistry
Teale Dentistry

Eye Clinic
Arkansas EyeCare

Pope Eye Clinic

Gym/Fitness Facility
BodyWorks

Vision Martial Arts

Hospice Services
Elite Hospice

Hospice Homecare

Medical Clinic
Higginbotham Family Clinic
Brick City Health & Wellness

Mental Health Services
Hope & Wellness, PLLC Psychiatric Service

Ouachita Behavioral Health

Nursing Home
Arbor Oaks Nursing & Rehabilitation

Encore Health & Rehabilitation

Pharmacy
Community Care RX 

Miller’s Drug 

Physician Offi  ce
Baptist Health Family Clinic
Higginbotham Family Clinic 

HEALTH & FITNESS
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2756 Pine Bluff St. 
Malvern, AR 72104 

501-304-8510

Thank you  
for voting  

CROSSTIE’S BEST LIQUOR 
STORE & COLDEST BEER

We’re thankful for our awesome community that supports us 
and all our amazing staff that makes it all happen

Retirement Center/Assisted Living
Th e Crossing @ Malvern

Encore Health & Rehabilitation

Senior Assistance
Area Agency on Aging

Senior Adult Center

Appliance Dealer
Taylors Appliance & Vintage Market

Brown’s Furniture

Carpet Cleaner
Steamatic

Bennetts Flooring 

Carpet/Flooring Dealer
Bennetts Flooring
FarmHouse Floors

Excavating Service
Johnsons Excavating 

Hobbs Contractor

Farm/Feed Supply
Farmers Associarion

JA Farm and Feed

Furniture Store
Browns Furniture
Jordan Bedding

Hardware Store
Davis Lumber
JA Farms Feed

Heating/Cooling Services
Bennings Heating & Air
Edwards Heating & Air

Insulation Contractor
Hardy Insulation

Southern Insulation

Landscaping
Johnsons Excavating
Craigs Land Service

Lawn & Garden Center
JA Farms Feed

Farmers Association

HOME & GARDEN
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Lumber Supply
Davis Lumber 

Hardman Lumber

Mattress Store
Jordan Bedding

Browns Furniture

Paint Dealer
Sherwin Williams

Davis Lumber

Pest Control
Adams Pest Control

City Termite

Plumbing Service
Holland Plumbing
Wingo Plumbing

Roofi ng Service
Walker Roofi ng

Willis + Son Roofi ng

Tree Service
Dyer Tree Service

Crites & Tackett Tree Service

Accountant (CPA)
Keith Elliott
Fred Penny

Administrator
Kay Bishop
Vick Barrett

Appraiser
Allen Pulley
Justin Pulley

APRN
Rachel Scrimshire

Mona Simms

Attorney
Cecilia Ashcraft 
Sherry Burnett

Auctioneer
Blake Riggan

David Staff ord

Bank Teller
Jackie Lawson
Hannah Freer

Banker
Cameron Reed
Reggie English

Barber
Brent Whitley

Jeremy Cheatham

Best Boss
Erica Gage

Catherine Watson

Chiropractor
Michael Paul

Dr. Delee

City Elected Offi  cial
David Cross
Lynn Davis

City Employee (Not Elected)
Bo Draper

Jacob Wright

Contractor
BJ Paul

Chad Orr

County Elected Offi  cial
Eric Henson

Dennis Th ornton

County Employee (Not Elected)
Candi Perry
Page Floriani

 

Day Care Worker
Riley Saunders
Julie Phillips

Dentist
Leah Edwards (Efi rd)

William Voss

Doctor
Dr. Shane Higginbotham

Dr. Bruce Burton

PEOPLE
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Electrician
Dean Lock
Brett Crow

EMT/Paramedic
Barbara Davis
Brock Prince

Financial Advisor
Noah Lankford

Gerald Black

Firefi ghter
Heath Loy

Joshua Th ompson

Fitness Trainer
Stephanie Wilks

Ron Latina

Floral Designer
Christie Chandler

Funeral Director
David Sanders

John Allan Funk

Hair Stylist
Jenna Brown

Lyndi Kitchens

Hospital Employee
Kelli Hopkins
Jeff  McJunkins

Insurance Agent
Monica Yarbrough
Brent Th ompson

Law Enforcement Offi  cer
CJ Savage

Brandon Russell

Librarian
Claire Graham

Stony Evans

Loan Offi  cer
Reggie English
Brian Coston

Local Volunteer
Ashley Savage
Kina Burruss

Mechanic
Keith Starkey

John Doss

Mortgage Broker
Kyle Keeney

Tammy Passafi ume

Nail Technician
Sable Nix

Amy Nguyen

New Car Salesman
Donnie Baker
Steve Michael

Nurse
Jill Hughes 

Megan Hobbs

Optometrist
Dr. Curtis Zachry

Griffi  n Smith

Pastor
Matt Crutchfi eld

Dave Holland

Pharmacist
Shelyn Davis

Sable Miller Emerson

Physical Th erapist
Michael Johnson
Tiff any Weston

Plant Manager
Allen Th acker
Brent Leopard

Political Figure
Eric Henson

Rick McClure  

Preowned Car Salesman
Donnie Baker
Dale Horn III

Property Manager
Kay Bishop

Natasha Adams
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Thank you  
for voting us 

Best Bakery &  
Best Desserts!

ORDER VIA WWW.KBDIDITFORLOVE.COM OR CONTACT: 501-467-0113 
to place an order or schedule a pick up!

Tuesday-Friday: 7am to 6pm • Saturday: 7am to 5pm1721 MLK BLVD. Malvern, AR SUITE Y

Real Estate Agent
DeAnn Williams
Stephanie Collie

Receptionist
Allison Strother
Casey Caradine

Restaurant Server
Lillie Edwards
Brook Clift on

State Employee
Zack Owens
Jamie Moran

Tattoo Artist
Chryssa Stovall
Amy Neighbors 

Th erapist
Carrie Cannon
Lisa Carpenter

Veterinarian
Ricky Hughes

Sophie Mauldin

Animal Clinic
Hughes Animal Hospital

Animal Medical 

Animal Shelter/Rescue
Cuddle Babbies Rescue
Malvern Animal Shelter

Pet Boarding
Hughes Animal Hospital

Country Tails

Pet Grooming
Country Tails
Lewis Paw Spa

Pet Store/Supplies
JA Farms Feed

Hughes Animal Hospital

PETS
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Apartment Complex
Malvern Housing Authority
Marla Square Apartments 

Auction Service
Staff ord Auction
Premier Auction

Banquet Facility
Family Farms

Sweet Magnolia

Barber Shop
Whitley’s Barber

Jimmy’s Barber Shop

Beauty Salon
Iridescence Salon

Obsessions

Boutique
Holly Daze

T’s Place

 Cellular Phone Dealer
AT&T

Verizon Wireless 

Childcare Center
First Baptist Children Center

Cornerstone

Coldest Beer
Crosstie Liquor 

Winner Circle Liquor

Downtown Business
Coff ee Records

T’s Place

Family Entertainment
Family Farms

Circle D Funny Farm

Floral Shop
Country Garden
Malvern Florist

Funeral Services
JA Funk Funeral Home
Regency Funeral Home

Hot Spring 
County for 
voting us

Thank You

We are 
proud to 
serve our 
County 

and all of 
Central 

Arkansas!

501-802-1081
or

501-304-3982

Call us for a 
free 

estimate!

Best Tree  
Service

Dyer’s Tree Service, LLC

RETAIL/BUSINESSES
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Gift  Shop
Pink Ladies
Holly Daze

Grocery Store
Food Center

Family Market

Industry
Arauco
ACME

Jewelry
Charmed By Christ

Lisenbys

Laundromat
Th e Wash House

Malvern Sudz

Liquor Store
Crossties Liquor

Winner Circle Liquor

Locally Owned Business
Bailey’s Wrecker

Lock Electric

Most Improved Business
Brick City Pizza

T’s Place

Nail Salon
Extended Excellence Studio

Bright Nails

New Business (since July, 2025)
Brick City Pizza
Oasis Wellness

Real Estate Agency
Staff ord Realtors

Anchor & Oak Real Estate

Resale Shop
Th e Rose
ReTag It

Storage Facility
Malvern Storage

Quik-Way Lube & Tire

Tanning Salon
Bonze & Boujee
Oasis Wellness

  
Tattooing/Body Art/Cosmetic

Brick City Tattoo
Inked Mentality

Tobacco/Vape Store
Central Vape

Mike’s Tabacco

Trucking Company
Arkansas Transload

JM Bozemen

Bus Driver
Jason Bowdley

Rena West

Coach
Keith Barrett

Bryan Wetherford
 

College Employee (Not Certifi ed)
Heather Dial
Michelle Buie

  
College Instructor

Chris Stovall
Andrea Gross

District Superintendent
Cameron Alexander

Janet Blar

Elementary Administrator
Kandy Aaron

Lori McJunkins
 

Elementary Employee/Teacher
Treva Tarkington

LeAnn Wells

High School Administrator
Greg Hughes
Darrell Ellis

High School Employee/Teacher
Shauna Harper

Tammy Alexander

SCHOOLS
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HOT SPRING COUNTY

 219 Locust St. • Malvern, AR 72104
P.O. Box 70  • Malvern, AR 72104

malvern-online.com • 501-337-7523

Scan to Subscribe

Middle School Administrator
Kristen McLaughlin

Ben Dial

Middle School Employee/Teacher
Stephanie Stevens

Meshele Long

Pre-School Employee/Teacher
Amy Clememts

Karen Ware

School District
Malvern School District

Magnet Cove School District
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GLEN ROSE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Congratulations

 to all our winners!

Bus Driver - Jason Bowdles 

Elementary Administrator - Randy Aaron 
Middle School Teacher/Employee - Stephanie Stevens

Coach - 1st runner up Bryan Weatherford
High School Administrator 
- 1st runner up Darrell Ellis

Elementary Employee/Teacher 
- 1st runner up LeAnn Wells

THANK YOU, 
Malvern/Hot Spring County, 

for voting Family Farm
2026 Best Banquet Facility & 
Best Family Entertainment 

God Bless!
God planted us in this 
wonderful community 
and we are grateful.

18448 Highway 67N 

Malvern, Arkansas 

501-337-4171 
info@familyfarm.org

.
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Hot  Spring County 
Best Retirement Center/Assisted Living 

for the past 18 years!

Thank you 

720 N. Walco Road 
501-467-8488 

thecrossingatmalvern.com 

Best Mechanic Keith Starkey
1st Runner Up Auto Service Shop

8 to 5 Monday thru Friday
1273 Boyett Loop • Malvern, AR 

501-384-5383 • NIGHT 501-384-2769

Thank you
Malvern/Hot 

Spring County 
for voting us

Garage & Wrecker Service

Thank you  
for voting us Best  

Mental Health Services

Reach out today to take the first step in 
making your mental health a priority.

M-TH 8-4 F 8-12

MM

MMMMMMM TTTTTHHHHHHHHHHH 88888888 444444 FFFFFFF 8888888 1122

1003 Schneider Drive,  
Malvern, AR

(501) 653-7604
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Thank you  
for voting us  

Best Heating & Air

Keep your cool with our expert HVAC services, 
including new construction installation for residential 
and commercial properties, replacement of existing 

equipment, and system maintenance and repairs. Don’t 
break a sweat, we can repair any make or model of 

central heating and air system.

(870) 699-4390  
HWY. 291 NORTH PRATTSVILLE, ARKANSAS 72192

Poodle & Mark Bennings 
Owners

“Family Owned and Operated for  

Over 50 Years!”  

HVAC LICENSE #124350  

TOLL FREE 1-888-689-6016 135-8 Mall, Hot Springs, AR 71913
Office: 501-525-1600
Fax: 501-525-4080
Cell: 501-844-0027
Email: stephanielcollie@yahoo.com  
www.hotspringsfirstchoice.com

Stephanie Collie, Realtor

Thank you for voting me  
1st runner up  

Best Real Estate Agent

QUIK-WAY 

Lube & Tire, Inc 
1119 Moline • Malvern • 337-0557

Best Oil Change
1st Runner up Tire Dealer

1st Runner up Storage Facility

Thanks 
For Voting Us
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J. A. Funk
Funeral Home

John Allan Funk

Thank you
Hot Spring County
2026 Best Funeral Services 

Dedicated to sincerity, honesty & integrity
318 Ash St. • Malvern • 332-4625

Member of Malvern/Hot Spring County  
Chamber of Commerce

National Funeral Directors Assosiation

227 West Page • Malvern
Work Phone • 501-337-0136

rose_care_1@yahoo.com

Libby’s

“Caring for People”
DARLENE EDMONSON

R.O.S.E.

Best Resale Shop
Thanks for Voting us!
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Thank you to our loyal customers 
for voting us

Best Breakfast & Steaks
Lillie Edwards Best Restaurant Server
1st Runner Up Chicken Fried Steaks 

& Locally Owned Restaurant
Brook Clifton Restaurant Server

14223 Hwy 270 W
Poyen, AR 72128

Thank you
for Voting Key Auto Glass the
BEST AUTO GLASS DEALER

501-815-2341

Thank you!
Best Lawn & Garden Center, 

Best Pet Store/Supplies, 
1st runner up Feed Store 

and 1st runner up 
Hardware Store!

7388 AR - 7 
Bismarck, AR
501-865-1929
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Best Pharmacy
Best Pharmacist Shelyn Davis

THANK YOU
MALVERN/HOT SPRING COUNTY

Open Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

501.229.1446
1606 Martin Luther King Blvd 

(next to Taco Bell)

CRAIG’S BBQ

Family Owned & Operated Since 1995

THANK YOU  
to all our Customers 

for Voting Us  
BEST BBQ  

&  
BEST CATERING

501-337-1199 
814 E Page Ave, Malvern, AR 72104

Thank you  
Hot Spring County for Voting us 

Best Roofing Service!
9th year in a row

Metal & Shingle Roof Installation 
Free Roof Inspections 

Residential/Commercial Licensed, Insured and Bonded 

501-337-5967 • 501-626-6188 
walkerroofingllc.org 

Locally Owned by C. Walker

Proudly Serving Malvern And All Surrounding  
Counties For Over 29 Years

LLC
ROOFING
ALKERALKER
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New Ground Discipleship Group

104 North Main, Malvern.  
Donations welcomed. Call today 501-528-0703

A nonprofit 501c3 organization, focused on walking 
beside individuals through the difficulties of life!!!
Leading them in biblical principles and watching 

God restore what was broken!!!

Thank you Malvern/HSC for voting us Best Civic Organization

Tricia Littles

Thank you  
for voting us 

Best Overall Industry

A Career You Can Count On!
Looking for team players!

Arauco is a global manufacturer of forest 
products, serving North America with excellence in 
manufacturing and distribution of wood products.

currently accepting applications at the 
Malvern MDF and Moulding plants:

Entry level positions 
starting at $20.15

holiday pay after 90 days

Providing over 40 Years of Careers 
in Hot Spring County

529 S. Main St., Malvern, AR 

501-332-2058

Thank you for Voting  
Julie Phillips 1st Runner Up 

Daycare Worker
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MALVERN/HOT SPRING COUNTY 
FOR VOTING US  

BEST EYE CLINIC & 
Dr. Curtis Zachry BEST OPTOMETRIST

1023 S. Main St., Malvern, AR 72104
501-332-6262 • www.malvernfamilyeyecare.com

Thank You  
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Thank you for your support  
Best Auctioneer &  

1st Runner Up  
Auction Service

 H
OM

E 
OF THE JUMBO SHIRM

P

THANK YOU 
FOR VOTING US 

BEST CATFISH 
1ST RUNNER UP CHICKEN

2071 Oliver Lancaster Blvd. Malvern, AR 72104

501-229-1106

OFF OOO SSOOFFFFFFF OOOOOOOOHHEE JJUUMM

Thank you for choosing  
Malvern Power Equipment  

as your best small  
engine repair shop!

Cutquiks • Blowers • Hedgetrimmers • Gas Trimmers 
Brushcutters • Saws • Pressure Washers 

Honda Push • Mowers • Generators • Tillers  
Waterpumps • Zero Turn mowers 

MALVERN POWER  
EQUIPMENT

1105 W. Moline • Malvern. AR 72104  
malvernpower@sbcglobal.net

AUTHORIZED DEALER SALES & SERVICE  

(501) 337-0218

HOBBS’ 
CONTRACTORS INC

Thank you for voting us

ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK 
Residential and Commercial

BEST EXCAVATING SERVICE of 
HOT SPRING COUNTY
OWNER DANNY HOBBS 

501-844-5635

HOBBS CONTRACTORS INCHOBBS’ CONTRACTORS INC

C
Family Owned & Operated 

for over 50 Years

1ST RUNNER UP
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Thank You
Malvern/Hot 
Spring County!

As a family owned dealership with over 250 combined years of sales and 
service it is an honor to serve our local community and to be voted as one of 
the BEST of the BEST. At Teeters you are not just a customer you are family. 

Stop by today and see why "The Dealers Are Always Sweeter At Teeter!"

2026 New Car Dealership 
1st Runner Up Preowned Car Dealership

Steve Micheal 
1st runner up 
Best New 
Car Salesman

Donnie Baker 
Best New Car Salesman 
& Best PreOwned 
Car Salesman

1412 W. Moline, Malvern • 501.337.7504 • www.teetermotors.com

Congratulations  
to our own Michael Johnson 
on being named Best of the 
Best Physical Therapist! 

achieve their goals and improve their quality of life. 

We are proud to have him as part of our  
team and grateful for the exceptional care  

he provides to our community. 

Congratulations on this outstanding achievement!

640 Martin Luther King Blvd. 

501-359-5811
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MAGNET COVE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Friendly People • Small Community • Big Hearts

Magnet Cove Schools want to say "thank you Hot Spring 
County readers" for recognizing six of its employees in the  

HSC Best of 2026 (Readers Choice).
Employees receiving recognition are as follows:

Superintendent - Cameron Alexander 
High School Employee/Teacher - Shauna Harper 

Middle School Administrator - Kristen McLaughlin
1st runner up Best School District 

1st runner up Elementary Administrator - Lori McJunkins
1st runner up High School Employee/Teacher - Tammy Alexander 
1st runner up Middle School Employee/Teacher - Meshele Long

Thank you for  
supporting me and 

our community.
Gerald W Black
Financial Advisor
1564 Tanner Street
Malvern, AR 72104
501-337-0796

Best Financial/ 
Investment Services 
EJB-19325-A-E-DA-3 AECSPAD > edwardjones.com Paid for by HSC Sheriff elect Eric Henson
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Elite Hospice, empowered by LHC Group, 
provides exceptional care 

and unparalleled service to patients 
and families who have placed their trust in us.

THANK YOU 
FOR VOTING US

2026 BEST
HOSPICE SERVICE!

It is an honor to serve Hot Spring County.

Elite Hospice
135 Amity Road, Suite A, 

Hot Springs, Arkansas
501-623-2076

We will improve the quality of 
life by transforming the delivery 

of healthcare services.

FAMILY CLINIC MALVERN
Best Physicians Office

Best Nurse 1st runner up Megan Hobbs

1234 S. Main, Malvern, AR 72104 | 501-337-9066

Our Farmers' Brand feed is milled fresh at our  
Little Rock location, where we can make 

custom feeds to meet your animals' nutritional 
needs. We blend bulk fertilizer, and can tailor it 

to meet your soil's specific needs. 

Come check us out at  
850 W Moline Street in Malvern  
or give us a call at 501-337-9539

Open 7:30am-6:00pm 
Monday through Saturday

tototototototototttttttttt

Thank you
for voting us  

Best Farm/Feed Supply
1st Runner Up Lawn & Garden Center
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BEST BANKER

Best Loan Officer
Congratulations

Dr. Bruce Burton  
1st runner up 
Best Doctor

Casey Caradine 
 1st runner up 

Best Receptionist

2223 Grant St.  
Malvern, AR 72104 

501-337-9031Primary Care for all ages  
Urgent Care 

501-403-4040 
www.AnchorAndOakRealty.com

Thank you!
1st runner up Best Real Estate Agency

ANCHORED IN SERVICE. 
ROOTED IN COMMUNITY.

Whether you are looking to  
buy, sell or a new construction give us a call.

Congrats to

 1st Runner Up Medical Clinic
Brick City Health & Wellness

1604 Martin Luther King BLVD Malvern, AR 72104
Hours: Monday-Friday 8AM-5PM

brickcityhealth@brickcityhealth.org
Office: 501-732-5400
Fax: 501-325-9650

RACHEL  
SCRIMSHIRE, 

APRN

ALLISON  
STROTHER, 
RECEPTIONIST
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Malvern Housing Authority

100 Gloster Street, Malvern, Arkansas 72104 
Ph. 501-332-3652 • Fax 501-332-3653 • E-mail: ed@malvernha.org

I am truly honored and grateful to have been voted Best 
Administrator and Best Property Manager. I am equally 
thankful that Malvern Housing Authority was voted Best 
Apartment Complex.
Serving as Executive Director is more than a title to me. It is a 
responsibility that I carry with pride, compassion, and a commitment 
to doing what is best for our residents and our community.
Thank you to everyone who took the time to vote and for the 
confidence you continue to place in me and in Malvern Housing 
Authority. Thank you to our residents, our Board of Commissioners, 
and our dedicated staff. This recognition belongs to all of us 
because it takes a team that genuinely cares to provide quality 
housing and meaningful service.
It is an honor to serve the City of Malvern, and I look forward 
to continuing the work of making Malvern Housing Authority a 
place our residents are proud to call home.
With sincere appreciation,
Katencia “Kay” Bishop,  
Executive Director
Malvern Housing Authority

e.

Thank You  
Malvern &  

Hot Spring County

For Voting us
Best Burrito & Mexican Food

1st runner Up Tacos

621 MLK Blvd. Malvern, AR  

501-332-7175
HOURS: Sun. - Thurs. - 11AM - 9PM Fri. &  
Sat. - 11AM - 10PM

DAVID STAFFORD 
- AUCTIONEER/BROKER 

AR. LIC. #372
MELISSA MCKIM 

- AUCTIONEER/SALESPERSON LIC #3036 

DONALDSON, AR. 
501-384-5352 

email: info@staffordauction.com 

2026 Best 
Auction Service
David Stafford  

1st runner up  
Best Auctioneer

Thank you! 
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�ank You 
 for Vo�ng!

Best Fast Food

Allen Thacker
Best Plant Manager

Best Industry 1st runner up MALVERN
Thank You!

clearwaycu.org | 501.332.6530

Trusted For What Matters Most
 MALVERN | HOT SPRINGS CENTRAL | HOT SPRINGS GRAND 

Clearway Credit Union Voted 

BEST Drive-thru Banking
We are honored to receive this award 

from our community.
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every connection.
THE LOCAL DIFFERENCE BEHIND

Internet and phone service from people who live and work in our community.

Get connected with a local company.

Call: (501) 865-3333 
Visit: catc.net

S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  S I N C E  1 9 5 1

Thank you for voting us 
1st runner up 

Best Large Business!

Tattoo Studio

Thanks for Voting Us

Text to Schedule

1721 Martin Luther King Blvd Suite J, Malvern, AR

Noah Lankford
Financial Advisor @ 
Heather Smith
1600 River Creek Rd.
Malvern,AR 72104
501-337-0090

Thank you  
for voting me  

Best Financial Advisor

Thank you  
Hot Spring County

2026 Best  
Trucking Company

Truck • Rail Car • Trucking • Labor
Warehousing and Storage.

314 Reynolds Road #4, Malvern, AR 
Contact Genny Goens 
Owner/General Manager

501.545.3940
Located 7 Miles from Interstate 30 in the 

Jones Mill Industrial Park.

y

y
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111 Carl Dr.  
Hot Springs, AR 71913

(501) 623-1495

Hot Spring County 
Thank you,

FOR VOTING US 2026
Best Recreational Vehicle Dealer!

2026 
Best Excavating Service

Best Landscaping

 Land Clearing
 Stump Removal
 Water Lines
 Bush Hogging
 Culvert Installations

 House Pads
 French Drains
 Demolition
 Driveways
 Retaining Walls

 Footers
 Ponds
 Landscaping
 Gravel Hauling and more!

Your One-Stop Solution for  
Excavation and Land Services!

Like us on Facebook!

Johnson Excavation & Land Services
Start your project today with a free estimate!

501-467-1771

529 S. Main St., Malvern, AR 

501-332-2058

Thank you  
for Voting Us  

Best Children Center
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Best Hamburgers & 
Ice Cream/Yogurt/

Milkshakes
1st Runner Up Hot Dogs

THANK YOU

  I want to extend my 
 

 

                   I am humbled by this  
 

  I want 

              

2026 READERS’ CHOICE 

MAN OF THE YEAR  

1st Runner Up

  

Subscribe Subscribe 
today!today!

501-337-7523 • 219 Locust Street, Malvern • www.malvern-online.com
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1303 Stanley St., Malvern, AR • 501-229-1319

Thank you for voting us
Best Tire Dealer and  

Best Auto Service Shop

1st Runner Up Auto Oil Change

A non-profit organization serving Hot Spring, Garland 
and Grant counties that trains community volunteers to 
serve as powerful advocates for our community’s most 
severely abused, abandoned and neglected children.

Be a powerful voice for children. 
You can make a difference!

Kina Burruss, Advocate Supervisor
324 East Page Street, Malvern, AR 72104

Kina.Burruss@trilakescasa.org 
501-321-9269 • www.trilakescasa.org

Congratulations
Kina Burruss

HSC Best 
Local Volunteer 

1st runner up



2026 Malvern Daily Record Reader’s Choice Awards2026 Malvern Daily Record Reader’s Choice Awards          4545

Hot Spring County for voting me

Congratulations  
Sophie Mauldin, DVM

2026 HSC Best Veterinarian  
1st runner up

632 MLK BLVD.  
MALVERN, AR 72104

501.332.7133
ProvidenceVC.com

Thank you for continuing to support us for the 
last 43 years. Family owned since 1983

Open March through September.

Thank you for voting us  
Friendliest Service

Monday-Saturday, Closed Sundays 
851 W. Moline Street
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Hot Spring County  
for voting us  

BEST TACOS!  
1st Runner Up Burritos • 1st Runner Up Food Truck

501- 467-1522  
Open: Mon.- Thurs. 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. | Fri.- Sat. 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Valdivia Bros El Gallo Taqueria y comida mexicana



2026 Malvern Daily Record Reader’s Choice Awards2026 Malvern Daily Record Reader’s Choice Awards          4747  



48     2026 Malvern Daily Record Reader’s Choice Awards48     2026 Malvern Daily Record Reader’s Choice Awards

HOT SPRING COUNTY
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