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Arkansas EHC members’ textile art featured in Crystal 
Bridges’ “America 250: Common Threads” exhibit

Anna Goff said it was a 
“sincere honor” to have a 
quilt made by her late moth-
er, Ann Prince, selected for 
the  “America 250: Common 
Threads” exhibit at the Crys-
tal Bridges Museum of Amer-
ican Art.

“Everyone who knows any-
thing about her has said this 
is something that she would 
have been so very proud of 
— to be able to see her work 
displayed in a museum,” said 
Goff, extension family and 
consumer sciences program 
associate for the University 
of Arkansas Division of Ag-
riculture.

The exhibit, which opened 
March 14 and continues 
through July 27, celebrates 
the 250th anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration of 
Independence and the centu-
ries of American art and civic 
participation that followed.

Prince is one of two mem-
bers of the Arkansas Exten-
sion Homemakers Council, or 
EHC, program whose textile 
works were selected for the 
exhibit.

Laura Hendrix, extension 
professor of personal finance 
and EHC adviser for the Di-
vision of Agriculture, said 
Arkansas EHC learned of the 
opportunity to submit items 
to the exhibit through Ayanna 
Bledsoe, director of inclusion 
and belonging for Crystal 
Bridges.

Bledsoe is a current partic-
ipant of LeadAR, the exten-
sion  leadership development 
program, and became familiar 
with EHC through her experi-
ence in the program.

“When Ayanna heard about 
the Common Threads exhibit, 
she thought of the handcraft-
ed items that are made by ex-
tension program participants, 
including EHC members,” 
Hendrix said. “We sent out 
a call for proposals to EHC 
club members to submit items 
for the exhibit, and Crystal 
Bridges staff selected two 
pieces.”

Hendrix said EHC mem-
bers have a “long and suc-
cessful history of using their 
time and talents to improve 
and strengthen communities.”

“EHC members used sur-
plus cotton to make mattress-
es in the 1930s and ‘40s, and 
they also made quilts, cloth-
ing and other handcrafted 
items,” Hendrix said. “Ex-
tension educators throughout 
the decades have taught EHC 
members, who then use their 
new skills to create items that 
improve life and enhance the 
environment for their fami-
lies, friends and communi-
ties.”

Today, EHC members 
make teaching dolls for doc-
tors to use at Arkansas Chil-
dren’s Hospital, quilts for 
local veterans and lap quilts 
and bibs for nursing homes, 
Hendrix said.

“We are delighted to have 
EHC items on exhibit at the 
Crystal Bridges Museum of 
American Art,” Hendrix said. 
“This is a great opportunity 
to share the history of EHC 
with museum patrons and to 
encourage EHC members to 
visit the museum.”

Passing on heritage skills
Prince was a member of 

the Hot Spring County Gif-
ford EHC club for 40 years. 
She also joined the Garland 
County Crazy Quilters and 
Saline County EHC quilting 
clubs to expand her skills and 
teach others.

“After she started tak-
ing different skills classes 
through EHC, she became 
one of the teachers, and that 
was something she really 
enjoyed doing — getting to 
share her passion with others 
and show how it made a dif-
ference in her life,” Goff said.

Goff said her mother had 
69 years of sewing experience 
when she passed away in June 
of 2025. Of the 10 pieces of 
Prince’s work that Goff sub-
mitted for consideration for 
the Crystal Bridges exhibit, 
her “patriotic pineapple” quilt 
was selected.

Prince made the quilt in 
2012 as part of the Garland 
County Crazy Quilters EHC 

club’s project to make quilts 
for local veterans. The quilt 
was given to her son, Ray-
mond Prince, a veteran of the 
United States Marine Corps 
and Army National Guard.

Erin Holder, 36, is a mem-
ber of the Benton County Ex-
tension Homemakers Coun-
cil. Holder’s large crochet 
doily, approximately 27 inch-
es in diameter, was also se-
lected for the “America 250: 
Common Threads” exhibit.

Holder used her 
great-grandmother’s crochet 
hook to work on the doily be-
tween October 2023 and July 
2024, and she then submitted 
it to the Benton County Fair. 
She said heritage arts is a 
focus of her EHC club, and 
when the call went out for 
submissions to the Crystal 
Bridges exhibit, she thought 
her doily could be a perfect 
fit.

“A giant homemade doily 
feels like the epitome of heri-
tage art,” Holder said. “When 
I was making that piece, I 
kept thinking to myself, ‘I 
wonder if I am making a fam-
ily heirloom right now. Is this 
going to stick around in our 
family for generations?’

“Now that it’s in Crystal 
Bridges, I think it’s so cool 
that not only did I make this 
piece with the hook that’s 
been in our family for de-
cades, but it now has a fasci-
nating story behind it, too,” 
Holder said. “What an honor 
to be included in this exhibit.”

Holder said she particular-
ly enjoys the friendship and 
community she experiences 
through EHC, similar to the 
camaraderie her children ex-
perience as part of Arkansas 
4-H, the extension youth de-
velopment program.

“As adults, I feel like it’s 
getting harder to make con-
nections with other people in 
your community,” she said. 
“My kids are in 4-H, and 
that’s one of the big benefits 
of the program, is that my 
kids can get connected with 
other youth who have similar 
interests in their county and 
the state. With EHC, I call it 
4-H for grown-ups. It’s very 
similar. I think it’s a great way 

to meet people, make friends 
and learn new things.”

Tickets to the “America 
250: Common Threads” ex-
hibit cost $15 for adult gener-
al admission, and entry is free 
for Crystal Bridges Museum 
members, veterans, youth 
under age 18 and participants 
in the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, or 
SNAP.

SNAP participants can call 
479-657-2335 to enroll for 
free entry to temporary exhi-
bitions.

Visit  the  Arkansas Exten-
sion Homemakers Council 
page  to learn more about 
the organization or contact 
your  local county extension 
office  to learn about clubs in 
your area.

To learn about extension 
programs in Arkansas, con-
tact your local Cooperative 
Extension Service agent or 
visit  uaex.uada.edu. Follow 
us on  Facebook  and  Insta-
gram. To learn more about 
the Division of Agriculture, 
visit uada.edu. To learn more 
about ag and food research in 
Arkansas, visit the Arkansas 
Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion at aaes.uada.edu.

Special to the MDR
By Rebekah Hall

University of Arkansas 
Division of Agriculture

HERITAGE SKILLS ON DISPLAY — Visitors at the Crystal Bridges Museum of Amer-
ican Art take a closer look at a crochet doily made by Arkansas EHC member Erin 
Holder, one of two pieces made by AEHC members that are included in the museum's 
"America 250: Common Threads" exhibit. (Photo by Meredith Mashburn Photography.)

HERITAGE SKILLS ON DISPLAY — A "Patriotic Pine-
apple" quilt made by the late Ann Prince, a longtime 
member of Arkansas EHC (Hot Spring County Gifford 
EHC club), is featured in the "America 250: Common 
Threads" exhibit at the Crystal Bridges Museum of Amer-
ican Art. (UADA photo.)

Jason Bullock
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Hank Hill

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : It’ll feel better when it quits hurting 

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : Super strong 
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : Cook my dinner!!

Carlton Robbins
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Spiderman

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : The only problem is

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : Laser vision
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : Cook dinner 

Kyle Gibson
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : The dad off the wild 

thornberries
Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 

Often : „That ain’t going no where“!
If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : Teleporting

For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 
You Dinner : Cook dinner

David Anthony Gatlin
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Phineas and Ferbs dad

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : Hi hungry, I'm dad

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : Strength 
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : Clean their room

Brandon Randle
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : American Dad

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : What is it

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : Running 
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : Cook you dinner 

Jason Harlan
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Goofy 

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : Love you son

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : To fly
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : Cook dinner 

Joshua Brinsfield
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Dr. Quest

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : That’s not going anywhere 

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : Flight
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : Clean their room

Michael Bunata
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Incredible’s

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : See it from my point of view.

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : Fly
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : Clean their room

Natalie Schoggin
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Phil Dunphy 

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : Im just gonna rest my eyes. 

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : He would be batman 
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : Clean their room 

Doyle Otwell
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Matt on Shifting Gears

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : Do the best you can

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : Read people’s mind
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : Cook dinner

Davie McJunkins
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Fred Flintstone 

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : Money doesn't grow on tress

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : Have spider man 
powers

For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 
You Dinner : Clean their rooms 

Matt Cash
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Hank Hill (King of the Hill) 
Steady, hardworking, morally grounded, and genuinely trying his best—often 

confused, rarely flashy, always solid. Great dad energy.
Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 

Often : I’m not tired, I’m just resting my eyes.
If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : The Power of Total 
Healing; a superpower that gently removes every cancer cell from a child’s 

body, leaving behind only health, strength, and the chance to grow up without 
fear. No pain, no side effects, just restoration. 

For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 
You Dinner : Kids cook dinner 

Michael Thomas
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Peter Griffin.

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : Smart people learn from there mistakes, wise people learn from others 

mistakes.
If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : The power to grow 

and shrink on demand 
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : cook me dinner 

Bill Shnaekel 
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Second Hand Lions

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : Take care I love you 

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : To stay young and 
love and enjoy my kids and grandkids 

For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 
You Dinner : Neither just be with me 

Steve Sawyer
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : A mix of Dan from 

Roseanne and Danny from Full House
Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 

Often : We got this
If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : To be able to teach 

anyone 
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : Neither, I would rather enjoy their company 

Francesco Guarnieri 
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Fred Flintstone

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : Go ask your mother. 

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : Bewitched. Just 
twinkle my nose and the job is done!

For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 
You Dinner : Definitely cook, but not until they’re older. Too risky now.

Bryan Gipson
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Doug off of King of Queens 

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : The f bomb

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : Walk with God 
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : Clean their room 

Mark Draper
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Fred Flinstone

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : If you do something do your best

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : Heal the sick
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : Cook

Seth Wright
Which Tv Or Cartoon Dad Best Describes You : Garfield 

Whats The Ultimate Dad Catchphrase You Find Yourself Saying Way To 
Often : Stoppppppp

If You Could Have Any Superpower What Would It Be : Read minds 
For Fathers Day Would You Rather Your Kids Clean Their Room Or Cook 

You Dinner : Clean room


