
121 Mt. Harmony Drive, Haskell • 501-778-8539
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www.mclehaneyeq.com • McLehaney Equipment Co., LLC 

We have Mowers, Rakes, Tedders, Tillers, Rotary Cutters, 
Bale Unrollers, Mower Caddies and all kinds of equipment 

that have to do with forage production.
Vermeer Balers instock
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Since 1977 

ATTENTION CATTLEMEN & FARMERS

WE SELL IT ALL AT AUCTION...
FROM FARM EQUIPMENT TO REAL ESTATE

“REAL ESTATE AUCTION MARKETING SPECIALIST”
AR. LIC. #372 DONALDSON, AR.

501-384-5352 or 888-384-4484
www.staffordauction.com

DAVID STAFFORD - AUCTIONEER/BROKER

STAFFORDAUCTION & REALTY

DAVID STAFFORD
AUCTIONEER/BROKER LIC #372

MELISSA MCKIM
AUCTIONEER/SALESPERSON LIC #3036

www.staffordauction.com
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AR. LIC. #372 DONALDSON, AR.
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“REAL ESTATE AUCTION MARKETING SPECIALIST”
The Sound That Sells

DONALDSON, AR.
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MELISSA MCKIM - AUCTIONEER/SALESPERSON LIC #3036
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DONALDSON, AR.
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632 Martin Luther King Blvd.,
Malvern, AR 72104

501-332-7133

PROVIDENCE 
VETERINARY CARE
COMPASSIONATE CARE 
MODERN MEDICINE

Caleb Glover, DVM

On May 19, 1959, 12 men 
signed the Articles of Incor-
poration in Texarkana, Arkan-
sas. Those men were Arch W. 
Smith, W.E. Williams, Harri-
son Grace, Robert Grass, J.D. 
Harris, W Varnell Boyce, M.S. 
Boyce, Jr., A.D. Price, Charles 
A. Harrison, D.S. Santifer, Roy 
Fry and Buddy Boyce. 

Arch W. Smith served as the 
first president of the Arkansas 
Cattlemen’s Association.

The association was formed 
to provide “one” voice for cat-
tlemen, ensuring that their eco-
nomic, educational, political 
and social interests were rep-
resented and advanced. The as-
sociation was initially formed 
to help ranchers against cattle 
theft.

“We were just a bunch of 
ranchers trying to start a cattle-
men’s association,” John McK-
night, second president of the 
Arkansas Cattlemen’s Associ-
ation said.

As a grassroots organization, 

dues are an important part of 
revenue for the ACA. At the 
inception, dues were only five 
dollars.

“The dues have gradually 
increased over the years, but 
they are still the best bargain 
around,” Jim Baker, Arkansas 
Cattlemen’s Association Pres-
ident 1983-84 said. “You get 
more for your money now at 
$50 than they did at $5 dollars.”

Throughout the 1960s and 
1970s, the ACA focused on 
building its membership base, 
advocating for favorable leg-
islation, and providing edu-
cational resources to improve 
cattle production practices.

“We made a start and fol-
lowed through on some things 
then we started to grow a little, 
back then it was very small,” 
McKnight said.

The Arkansas Cattlemen’s 
Association started in the Wal-
lace building in downtown Lit-
tle Rock on the second floor.

Around this time, Jerry 
Hindshaw, ACA President 
1979-80, decided to expand 
the membership structure to 
what we know today, county 

associations grouped into ar-
eas. The purpose of this was to 
better serve the growing mem-
bership by providing them with 
networking and educational 
opportunities at the county lev-
el. This also expanded the ex-
ecutive board to 12 members, 
to include the Area Vice Pres-
idents and increased the State 
Board to have a representative 
from each county.

In the 80s the association 
expanded its activities includ-
ing conferences, education-
al seminars and field days. 
These events became crucial 
for knowledge exchange and 
networking among cattle pro-
ducers.

Throughout the 90s, the Ar-
kansas Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion significantly promoted the 
Arkansas beef industry through 
marketing campaigns and col-
laborations with other agricul-
tural organizations.

Throughout this time, the 
industry faced multiple chal-
lenges, including Brucellosis. 
The ACA worked with the in-
dustry and the Livestock & 
Poultry Commission to help 

bring Arkansas to a Brucellosis 
Free status through the Brucel-
losis Program. It was created 
to help eradicate Brucellosis 
by collecting fees per head of 
cattle sold to monitor, prevent, 
and control the disease in the 
state. This program has grown 
and adapted to fight other ani-
mal health diseases and is now 
called the Bovine Health Fee. It 
helps fund the calfhood vacci-
nation and livestock inspectors 
at the Arkansas Department of 
Agriculture.

“We have a dog in the fight 
from the standpoint we invest 
in animal herd health,” Baker 
said.

Additionally, the Arkansas 
Cattlemen’s Foundation (ACF) 
was also created in the early 
90s. The ACF was established 
to be the foundation arm of 
the ACA. They serve as a true 
non-profit, or 501c3 organiza-
tion and support educational 
programming for members and 
youth. Through generous dona-
tions from ACA members, the 
ACA was able to buy a build-
ing on Executive Court in Lit-
tle Rock in 1992. The ACA still 

resides in that building to this 
day.

In the early 2000s and 2010s, 
the association joined the in-
dustry in embracing technolo-
gy. The ACA launched initia-
tives to inform members about 
cattle markets, health manage-
ment, and industry trends. The 
association’s focus on the next 
generation of cattle producers 
grew with the growth and es-
tablishment of new programs, 
such as the Junior Cattlemen’s 
Association and Arkansas Cat-
tlemen’s Leadership Course. 
These were both established 
to engage and educate the next 
generation of cattle producers.

Now during the 2020s, the 
ACA has adapted to changing 
market conditions and consum-
er preferences. The association 
has also addressed challenges 
such as fluctuating cattle pric-
es, protecting our members' 
livelihoods, and working on 
state and national legislative 
issues. 

The ACA has always focused 
on representing the members 
on a legislative front. Some 
large wins include legislation to 
make disaster payments to cat-
tle producers exempt from Ar-
kansas state taxes, legislation 

protecting producers’ ability 
to artificially inseminate their 
cattle, and to protect livestock 
owners from certain liabilities.

“We haven’t always had big 
numbers but our relationship 
with the state legislation has al-
ways been the key,” Baker said.

Over the past 65 years, the 
Arkansas Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion has played a pivotal role in 
advancing the interests of cattle 
producers in the state.

“The ACA was started to 
help cattle producers be suc-
cessful and have a unified voice 
and it is every bit as important 
today and into the future that 
we maintain our legislative 
presence, education for our 
members, advocate for our 
industry, and development of 
future leaders,” said Scott Sul-
livan, current ACA president.

The efforts in legislation, 
education, advocacy and devel-
opment have significantly con-
tributed to the growth and sus-
tainability of the Arkansas beef 
industry. As the ACA moves 
forward, the goal continues to 
adapt to new challenges and 
opportunities, ensuring a strong 
future for Arkansas cattle pro-
ducers.
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