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An effort by former Jackson Coun-

ty Republican Party chairman Ron 

Johnson to challenge the residency 

status of over 2,000 county voters 

failed on Dec. 22 when the county 

elections board voted 3-2 to reject his 

move.

The effort was part of a larger state-

wide move by an organization called 

“True the Vote” out of Houston, Tex-

as, which is seeking to challenge the 

residency status of voters in Georgia 

leading up to the Jan. 5 runoff elec-

tion. The group’s focus is mostly to 

challenge absentee ballots, especially 

those which come from out-of-state. 

Military personnel, those temporarily 

living elsewhere and college students 

who reside in other states can still 

vote in local elections.

The group’s efforts have failed 

across the state, however, as local 

county elections boards have over-

whelmingly rejected the claims. 

Overall, the group is attempting to 

challenge the status of over 380,000 

registered state voters.

JOHNSON’S EFFORTS

Johnson presented the Jackson 

County Board of Elections with a 

spreadsheet of 2,320 names of reg-

istered voters in the county who 

he claimed have moved out of the 

county or out of the state. He told the 

Jackson County is the 

third-worst in the state in 

the rate of new Covid cases 

over the past two weeks.

The county has had 882 

positive cases over the past 

14 days, a number that 

pushed its rate to a high of 

1,181 cases per 100,000 

people. That’s the third 

highest rate in Georgia be-

hind Whitfield and Rabun 

counties.

In addition, the county 

also has a high positive rate 

at 24% of all tests giving a 

positive result for the virus. 

That is also among the high-

est rates of any county in the 

state.

Overall, the county has 

had over 4,850 positive cas-

es to date with 292 people 

hospitalized.

At least 57 people in 

the county have died from 

Covid with another 10 

deaths are suspected to be 

from the virus.

Jackson 

now 3rd 

in state in 

Covid rate

Over 10,000 people in 

Jackson County have voted 

so far in the runoff election 

for Georgia’s two Senate 

seats.

Through the end of the 

day Dec. 19, 6,871 people 

had voted in-person via 

early voting while 3,886 

had voted by mail.

Early voting will con-

tinue from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

weekdays this week 

through Dec. 23 and Dec. 

28-31.

There are three races on 

the ballot: Incumbent Re-

publican Sen. David Perdue 

faces Democrat Jon Ossoff; 

incumbent GOP Sen. Kel-

ly Loeffler faces Democrat 

Raphael Warnock; and in-

cumbent Republican PSC 

member Lauren “Bubba” 

McDonald faces Democrat 

Daniel Blackman.

Election day on Jan. 5 

will be held at the county’s 

four voting locations: Cen-

tral Jackson at Hope Cross-

ing Church in Jefferson; 

North Jackson at Mt. Olive 

Church in Commerce; West 

Jackson at Free Chapel in 

Braselton; and South Jack-

son at Southside Church.
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Jefferson’s Jahiem Hardy gets fired up as the third quarter begins in the 
Dragons’ Class AAAA semifinals game with Benedictine on Dec. 18. Jeffer-
son won 42-35 to advance to the Class AAAA state championship against 
Marist Dec. 29 at 3:30 p.m. at Center Parc Stadium in Atlanta. See page 1B for 
a preview of the state championship game.

PLAYING FOR IT ALL

A rough outline of how 

the vaccine for the Corona-

virus will be distributed in 

Jackson County is starting 

to take shape.

Two different vaccines 

have been approved by the 

FDA for emergency use in 

the U.S.

Front-line medical per-

sonnel will be the first to 

get the vaccine, followed 

by nursing home patients. 

Area hospitals have already 

begun to vaccinate their 

personnel.

Local first responders — 

EMS, law enforcement and 

firemen — are also high on 

the priority list and will be 

able to make an appoint-

ment online and get the 

vaccine at the Georgia De-

partment of Health office in 

Athens in the coming days, 

said Bryan Bullock, Jack-

son County EMA director.

The Athens office will 

also be the starting point for 

general population vaccina-

tions from the area as well.

After that, an inoculation 

center will be established 

in Jackson County for local 

citizens to get their vaccine.

Bullock said he sent the 

regional DPH office three 

potential site locations in 

the county. That could be-

gin around the first of Feb-

ruary, he said.

Meanwhile, residents of 

nursing homes will get their 

vaccines in those facilities. 

Pharmacists from CVS 

and Walgreens are being 

recruited to dispense those 

vaccinations.

The CDC has established 

a priority list of how the 

vaccine should be distrib-

uted, but the details of that 

fall to each state to sort out.

After medical personnel 

and nursing homes, the vac-

cine will go to:

• those over age 75 and 

“frontline and essential 

workers. Those workers 

include first responders, ed-

ucators and school support 

staff, food and agriculture 

workers, manufacturing, 

corrections workers, USPS 

workers, public transit 

workers and grocery store 

workers.

• those over age 65-74 

and anyone younger who 

have high-risk medical con-

ditions. Also included in 

this phase are other essen-

tial workers no included in 

the earlier round.

• finally, those age 16-64 

who don’t qualify for any 

of the above rounds of vac-

cination.

Vaccine distribution 

plans start to take shape

for Jackson County

A Striplings store could be com-

ing to South Jackson following ac-

tion by the Jackson County Plan-

ning Commission on Dec. 17.

The planning board approved 

a rezoning of eight acres at 2567 

Brock Rd. (at Hwy. 129 South) for 

the project. The property is being 

rezoned from A-2 to CRC (com-

mercial.)

In an unusual situation, more 

people spoke in favor of the con-

troversial project than spoke in 

opposition. When asked who sup-

ported the project, a majority of 

hands were raised in the hearing 

room in a group of around 30 peo-

ple.

Several speakers said that such 

a store is needed in the area since 

there are no grocery stores in 

South Jackson. One person called 

Striplings an “upgraded coun-

try store.” Among other items, 

Striplings is known for its meats.

The firm has six locations in 

Georgia, the closest one being in 

Bogart. Some of its products are 

sold in traditional grocery stores 

as well.

Two people spoke in opposition 

to the rezoning. Babs McDonald, 

representing Citizens for South 

Jackson, said the project would 

create traffic problems in the area 

and that location is outside of four 

commercial “nodes” along Hwy. 

129 in South Jackson that the 

county recently approved in its 

updated comprehensive plan.

She presented the planning 

board a letter signed by area res-

idents in opposition to the project.

But several area residents spoke 

in favor of the store, saying that 

there was no other viable use for 

the property, which fronts on such 

a major highway.

The Jackson County Board of 

Commissioners will have the final 

say on the rezoning at its January 

meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other business, the JCPC:

• denied a request for a map 

amendment on 32 acres on Big 

Bear Rd. at Savage Rd./Hwy. 330 

in South Jackson for a subdivision.

• denied a request for a map 

amendment at 107 Gilbert Rd. 

Jefferson to change 2.5 acres to 

suburban to divide the property for 

housing.

Striplings could locate in South Jackson

Concept design of a proposed Striplings store in South Jackson 
on Hwy. 129 at Brock Rd.

The 94th annual Jackson County 

New Year’s Day Day program will 

be held at 9 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 1, 

at the Historic Courthouse in Jeffer-

son.

Sheriff Janis Mangum will be the 

presiding officer and Pastor Chris 

Stephens of Hope Crossing Church 

will be the speaker. Team Pact, a 

Jackson County organization dedi-

cated to preparing students for busi-

ness and political leadership, will 

again host the event.

Others on the program include: 

Camie Thomas, Clerk of Court, 

opening prayer; and Sherry Moore, 

Probate Court Judge, introduction 

of county officers and guests. There 

will also be special music.

The New Year’s Day program 

started in 1927 with the late Judge 

W.W. Dickson presiding. Its pur-

pose is “to begin the New Year with 

a service of thanks to God for the 

good things of the past year and to 

dedicate the beginning of the New 

Year with prayer for a continuation 

of these blessings.”

Early voting 

continues 

amid holidays

94th annual 

New Year’s 

Program 

planned Jan. 1

Johnson challenge nixed
Effort to dispute 

2,320 voters fails

Ron Johnson makes notes during the Dec. 22 board of elections 
meeting as board member James White looks on. Johnson’s ef-
fort to challenge over 2,000 voters was denied by the board.Continued on page 3A


