
By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County’s most accomplished 

wrestler says you gotta’ take your knocks 

to get to the top. 

That’s what Madison County’s Josh 

Kincaid, who grabbed his third state cham-

pionship Friday, learned early about wres-

tling.

“Number one, one of the top things is 

getting your butt whooped when you first 

start out, because that’s the only way you’re 

going to get better,” said the Red Raider 

senior. “You get beat up for about two 

years and you decide you’re tired of getting 

beat up. So you decide to get good. When 

I was little, I got beat up a whole bunch at 

wrestling tournaments. So that definitely 

goes in to it.”

Kincaid remembers his earliest days of 

wrestling. Those memories pre-date kin-

dergarten. He started at age 4.

“Whenever I was really little, I’d go to 

beginner tournaments,” said Kincaid. “I 

only knew one move, and that was the 

headlock. And so I would just go and 

headlock people, and I’d either pin them or 

I’d get pinned.”

Red Raider head wrestling coach Richie 

Houston remembers the young Kincaid, 

who was among the first Madison County 

kids in the county’s youth wrestling pro-

gram. In particular, Houston remembers 

Kincaid’s performance in an exhibition 

match when he was paired against the 

son of then Clarke Central Coach Tim 
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The legacy of ‘Coach Griff’

Former Red Raider baseball coach Charlie 

Griffeth was honored Feb. 10 in a pre-game 

ceremony for his days leading Madison 

County and for recently winning the Legacy 

Award from the Georgia Dugout Club.

The 29-year coach had an overall record of 

532-320 during his tenure at Madison County. 

He helped 60 Red Raiders play at the colle-

giate level, with five players drafted and one 

player, Jake Westbrook, becoming a Major 

League all star and World Series champion.

Co-workers and former players spoke at the 

ceremony, including current Red Raider head 

coach Chad Gillespie, who played for Griffeth, 

and who nominated his former coach for the 

award. That nomination included written tes-

timony to the Dugout Club from several about 

how they have been influenced by Griffeth 

over the years.

“Baseball is a microcosm of life, and Coach 

Griff, did his best to teach his players that,” 

said Gillespie. “He held us accountable for 

everything we did. The way he coached got 

many of us ready for college. I like to say that 

I had a leg up when I got to college, because 

we practiced like a college team. It was always 

do your job to the best of your ability.”

Madison County head softball coach Ken 

Morgan, who served as Griffeth’s assistant 

baseball coach for 25 years, said the coach 

made him feel empowered, trusted and wanted 

as an assistant.

“I can absolutely say I had no desire to leave 

such a great situation,” said Morgan. “Coach 

Griffeth’s record speaks to itself and his pro-

gram was always top notch. His players knew 

exactly what was expected and they thrived in 

his program. He led by example in the hard 

work and long hours he put into all the small 

details of running a great high school baseball 

program.”

Griffeth’s friend, former Madison County 

Middle School Matt Boggs, who worked with 

the coach for 12 years at MCMS, remembered 

Griffeth’s ability to down a whole pecan pie 

in one sitting. He also remembered an “out-

standing coach” who “built a lasting legacy at 

Madison County.”

“I went to many baseball games and watched 

him develop players both on and off the field,” 

Long-time Red Raider baseball coach honored Feb. 10

Former Red Raider baseball coach Charlie Griffeth (L) is presented with the Legacy 
Award from the Georgia Dugout Club by current Madison County baseball coach Chad 
Gillespie (R) at a Feb. 10 ceremony. Photo by Zach Mitcham
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Cases on the decline
But county sees five more deaths in past week

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

COVID-19 cases are on the decline 

in Madison County, though there were 

five deaths in the county over the past 

week from the virus, according to the 

Georgia Department of Public Health. 

According to the Feb. 16 DPH 

report, Madison County’s new case 

rate continues to drop, with 159 new 

cases reported over the past two 

weeks. One month ago, on Jan. 16, 

the DPH reported 405 new cases over 

the previous two weeks. 

But Madison County’s confirmed 

COVID-19 deaths rose from 29 to 34 

between Feb. 9 and Feb. 16, with an 

additional nine deaths since the pan-

demic began listed as “probable” from 

the virus. Total Madison County covid 

hospitalizations also rose from 120 to 

129 over the past week.

The Madison County School Sys-

tem reports 21 students and nine 

employees positive for COVID-19 on 

Feb. 10. There were 300 students and 

27 employees quarantined for expo-

sure to the virus. Madison County 

High School was virtual Feb. 8-12 but 

back in person this week. COVID-19 

updates are provided by the school 

system on Wednesdays at www.madi-

son.k12.ga.us.

STATE CHAMP X 3

Kincaid wraps up most 
decorated wrestling 

career in MCHS history 
with third state title

School best

SK loses in ITC 
case; impact 

on Commerce 

plant unclear

The future of the 2-600-job 

SK Battery plant in neigh-

boring Commerce could rest 

in the hands of President Joe 

Biden.

The International Trade 

Commission ruled on Feb. 10 

that SK had stolen trade secrets 

from its rival, LG Chem, and 

imposed a ban on SK’s abil-

ity to import parts to make 

electric vehicle batteries at its 

two plants being constructed in 

Commerce. The ban is for 10 

years, with two major excep-

tions.

The move is a dire threat 

to the future of those facili-

ties, a $2.6 billion investment 

that plans to hire over 2,600 

employees.

“We have serious concerns 

about the commercial and 

operational implications of this 

decision for the future of our 

EV-battery facility in Com-

merce, Georgia,” SK said in 

a statement about the decision.

The ITC ruling does allow 

the firm to make EV batteries 

for Ford EV F-150 production 

for a period of two years and 

for VW for four years. But the 

business implications of that 

would be for the plants to start 

production, then shut down for 

six years.

There are two possible 

ways the ITC’s decision could 

change.

First, President Biden has 

60 days to overrule the com-

mission’s decision, something 

some observers believe he 

might do. Biden has voiced 

support for “clean” energy and 

domestic production of EV 

batteries.

In addition, thousands of 

jobs are on the line, not just 

at the Commerce facilities, but 

also with VW and Ford. A 

disruption of a battery supplier 

could slow the two firm’s EV 

production, costing additional 

jobs.

Gov. Brian Kemp called on 

Biden to overrule the ITC in 

the SK case.

“Litigation in these disputes 

is always complex, and there 

are several additional levels of 

review prior to a final resolu-

Josh Kincaid (R) defeated Jefferson’s Mason Mingus (L) for his third 
state title Friday. Photo by Ben Munro

This state chart shows Madison County covid cases since March.

Gov. signs 
state budget 
with bonuses 
for teachers, 
state workers

By Dave Williams

Capitol Beat News Service 

The General Assembly 

gave final passage Thursday 

to a $26.5 billion fiscal 2021 

mid-year budget that covers 

state spending through June 

30.

The state House of 

Representatives passed the 

spending plan 165-4. The 

Georgia Senate then approved 

it unanimously less than an 

hour later. Gov. Brian Kemp 

signed the budget Monday.

“No cuts to state agencies, 

no furloughs, no layoffs and 

no new taxes to pay for it all,” 

Kemp said.  “This balanced 

budget funds our priorities 

and sets our state on a clear 

path for a strong recovery in 

the coming months.”

Legislative leaders worked 

with the governor to add $60 


