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CLASS OF 2020

COURT

Madison County’s Demyus Watts shares a happy moment with a classmate during the Class of 2020’s gradua-
tion ceremony at Raider Stadium Saturday morning. See the B section of this week’s issue for photos. 

Zach Mitcham/staff

In person this time
MCHS grads get 
to walk for real

The Class of 2020 had its day — a month late — but it finally 

came.

And the sun shone bright Saturday morning as Madison County 

seniors walked from the front entrance of the high school, past all 

the bleachers where friends and family cheered and then onto the 

football field where white chairs were spaced six feet apart with 

wide spaces between rows. Most graduates chose to forgo face-

masks, though a few wore them, along with some in the bleachers 

and many school faculty members. Hand sanitizer was squirted into 

the hands of graduates as they approached the makeshift stage at the 

west end of the field and then again as they left the stage. 

Coronavirus has altered so much. But high school principal 

George Bullock commended the class for its perseverance and heart 

in a hard time. And the graduates were finally free to fling their caps 

high in the air. 

See section B for photos. More photos are also posted at Madi-

sonJournalTODAY.com.

Georgia Renewable Power has two local biomass plants, one in Colbert and one in Carnesville (pic-
tured). Eric Keen, who worked at the Franklin County plant as a shift supervisor for over a year before 
resigning in March, recently spoke with The Journal about his experience there. Zach Mitcham/staff

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

A new, young employee was the first fuel-yard worker 

at the Georgia Renewable Power (GRP) to complain to 

Eric Keen about the creosote burning his skin and eyes. 

Keen, a shift supervisor for Veolia, the company man-

aging GRP plants in Carnesville and Colbert, remembers 

being dismissive of the guy.

“I told him, put a dust mask on and whatnot,” said Keen. 

“I get the fact that it’s dusty, and we told them to wear dust 

masks. And they said, ‘Even with the dust mask, it burns 

my eyes, my chest.’”

Keen remembers a 60-year-old, fuel-yard worker, back-

ing up what the young worker said. The creosote was bad. 

“I’m ashamed to admit this, but when he (the older 

worker) told me, I finally started to listen,” said Keen. “I 

remember walking out there in the fuel yard, not running a 

dozier, not pushing it around, not mixing it up, just walk-

ing on top of it. It would take your breath away.”

CREOSOTE LEGISLATION

GRP’s burning of creosote-treated wood as a fuel source 

at its two biomass plants in Colbert and Carnesville has 

been a subject of great distress for many people living 

near those plants, who say their health is at real risk from 

the pollutant. Those neighbors have been outspoken about 

their concerns and have drawn the support of local leaders 

and legislators.  

In fact, the Georgia House of Representatives unani-

mously passed HB857 in March, which would ban the 

burning of creosote as a fuel source at biomass plants, 

such as GRP’s. The bill stalled due to the coronavirus 

shutdown, but the state senate is back in session and 

action could come this week. 

Meanwhile, permitting for the chipping and burning 

of creosote continues. National Salvage and Service 

Corporation, which handles the processing of creo-

sote-treated railroad ties for GRP, has a grinder with a 

“potential throughput of 100 tons of railroad ties per 

hour,” according to its air permit application with the state 

Environmental Protection Division (EPD).

VIEW FROM THE INSIDE

Keen held a variety of duties as shift supervisor.

“I was responsible for ensuring the plant was generating 

at whatever power generation we were required to be at 

that day, as well as environmental issues, and preventative 

maintenance, a whole gamut of things,” he said.

Keen says he doesn’t believe either Madison County 

or Franklin County citizens should trust that GRP will 

look out for their interests when it comes to handling 

creosote or other matters, such as water runoff or sound 

control. The former Veolia employee at the GRP plant in 

Carnesville said he witnessed first-hand a number of trou-

bling practices while working at the power plant. 

“The broadest picture I know how to paint is that GRP 

has no idea what they’re doing in the power plant field,” 

said Keen. “None. Somehow, some way they developed 

this group and they decided in a poker game or golf 

course, hey, let’s build a power plant. None of them knew 

what they’re doing.”

Veolia and GRP officials adamantly dispute Keen’s 

characterizations. (See their statement at the end of the 

article).

Keen has worked at power plants for 30 years with a 

range of responsibilities, including serving as a control 

room operator of gas turbines, crane operator and trainer, 

and shift supervisor. He has worked at power plants in 

Michigan, North Carolina, Utah and Florida. 

Keen said he has worked at startup plants and the GRP 

plant seemed like a good opportunity. He started in 

Former Veolia manager 
talks about life at GRP plant

“The broadest picture I know how to paint is 

that GRP has no idea what they’re doing in the 

power plant field. Somehow, some way they 

developed this group and they decided in a pok-

er game or golf course, hey, let’s build a power 

plant. None of them knew what they’re doing.”

— Eric Keen, former Veolia 

shift supervisor at Georgia 

Renewable Power’s Franklin County plant

“The bulk of these allegations are ambiguous 

and unfounded suggestions that the plant is 

operated unprofessionally and is covering things 

up. This is diametrically opposed to the reality, 

which is a plant that does indeed operate with 

rigorous attention to safety and security.”

— Veolia and GRP officials 

responding to Keen’s statements

DARRIOUS 

SHOWERS

Jackson Arnold of Hull stood in the parking lot at 
the courthouse square in Danielsville from 10:30 to 
noon Saturday to “give out free hugs, happiness and 
prayers.” “He is 9 now and this was all his idea,” said 
his mother, Autumn Graham. “Jackson spoke to and 
prayed for many people today. He felt led to share some 
smiles, happiness, free cookies, and to shine the light of 
God in a world desperately needing it. Danielsville 
City Hall and Danielsville PD came through and made 
this happen for him and I am so grateful! It made his 
whole year, I do believe.” He is pictured getting a pat 
on the head from Danielsville Police Chief Jonathan 
Burnette.  Photo by Katie King

Sharing some kindness

Darrious Showers pleaded 

guilty Thursday in Madison 

County Superior Court to 

the 2019 murder of retired 

Marine veteran Samuel David 

Jordan.

Jordan was shot multiple 

times in the yard of a home 

at 323 Woodale Street in Hull 

on May 26, 2019.

Showers received a life sen-

tence and will be in prison 

until at least 2049. The guilty 

plea was accepted by Supe-

rior Court Judge R. Chris 

Phelps.

Showers’ brother, Dykell 

Dentavious Showers, was 

also indicted for the murder 

of Jordan. He has pleaded not 

Showers 
pleads guilty 
to murder 
of Jordan


