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A request to annex a piece of property 

into the City of Winder and rezone it for a 

residential subdivision of 28 single-family 

homes to be built has been put on hold after 

the city council voted last week to table the 

request. Meanwhile, the county board of 

commissioners voted on the same night to 

notify the city of their concerns, contending 

that the city did not follow the proper state 

procedure for notifying the county about 

the request.

Applicant JP Squared, LLC, is seeking 

to annex and rezone 15.1 acres at 240 East 

Wright St. from the county’s AG agricul-

tural zone to the city’s R-1B high-density 

single-family residential zone to build the 

subdivision near existing low- and me-

dium-density subdivisions. An existing 

1,700-square-foot ranch home would re-

main on a 1.48-acre portion of the property, 

according to the developer’s plans.

After holding a public hearing on the 

case during its Nov. 4 work session, the city 

council voted 5-1 Tuesday, Nov. 9, to table 

it until December at the request of both 

the applicant and city attorney John Stell. 

A little while later that evening, during the 

county BOC’s meeting, commissioners 

voted unanimously to send a letter to the 

city — not formally objecting to the pro-

posed annexation, but raising the point that 

the city had not notified the county of the 

request in a timely manner and requesting 

that the applicant withdraw the current ap-

plication and submit a new one.

The letter, sent to the city Nov. 10 and 

signed by board chairman Pat Graham, 

referenced a section of the state code that 

requires municipalities where there is an 

annexation request to notify counties of the 

request within five business days.

According to county documents, after 

the East Wright Street property annexation 

request was filed with the city in mid-Sep-

tember, under the statute, the city would 

have had to notify the county of the request 

by Sept. 23 in order to be in compliance. 

However, notice wasn’t given until Oct. 

6, county officials said. They also noted a 

previous occurrence late last year, when the 

city apparently waited over a month to for-

mally notify the county of the request to an-

nex a swath of land south of Atlanta High-

way near Pine Hills Golf Course owned by 

descendants of the late U.S. Sen. Richard 

Russell for a large residential subdivision 

and some commercial uses. The council, in 

January of this year, approved that request 

in a split vote.

Under state law, once a municipality no-

tifies a county of an annexation request, the 

county has 30 days to file a formal objec-

tion, whether it be a land-use dispute that 

would be settled through arbitration or a 

procedural one.
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Barrow County School 

System teachers and em-

ployees will be receiving a 

one-time $1,500 retention 

supplement in January with 

the help of federal funding.

During its monthly voting 

session Tuesday, Nov. 9, the 

county board of education 

approved paying the sup-

plement to all active teach-

ers, employees and contract 

custodians who will have 

compiled at least 90 calen-

dar days of employment and 

service with the school dis-

trict as of Jan. 3. Employees 

who have not worked with 

the district for 90 days will 

receive the supplement once 

they’ve hit that mark, and 

part-time employees will 

receive a percentage of the 

supplement, district offi-

cials said.

The $1,500 supplement 

is expected to cost around 

$3.4 million to implement, 

but Jennifer Houston, the 

district’s assistant super-

intendent for business ser-

vices, told the board she 

expects the cost will be cov-

ered entirely with CARES 

Act and American Rescue 

Plan funds.
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Prior to Apalachee High School’s playoff football game Friday, Nov. 12, the 
Wildcats, head coach Tony Lotti and the Barrow County Sheriff’s Office paid 
tribute to Lena Nicole Marshall, the Jackson County Sheriff’s deputy who 
had formerly worked with the BCSO and the Winder Police Department, who 
was killed in the line of duty Nov. 5. Apalachee made several Barrow deputies 
honorary team captains before Friday’s game and carried a “Thin Blue Line” 
American flag out to midfield. Players also wore a “Thin Blue Line” decal on 
their helmets. A moment of silence for Marshall was held at R. Harold Harrison 
Stadium before kickoff. A memorial service and funeral processional was held 
for Marshall on Monday, Nov. 15. See page 2A for coverage. 

APALACHEE FOOTBALL TEAM, 

BARROW COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

PAY TRIBUTE TO FALLEN JACKSON COUNTY DEPUTY

County: Winder didn’t provide proper legal notice on annexation request

A tribute to veterans
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Tattered flags were retired during a burning ceremony at the annual 
Veterans Day observance event hosted Saturday, Nov. 13, at Watson Hall 
by the Winder-based Sunbury Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. Shown are Carter Wood, Lyman Hall Chapter of the Sons of 
the American Revolution (left), and Joe Timms, SAR. See more photos on-
line at barrownewsjournal.com. 

ANNUAL VETERANS DAY OBSERVANCE EVENT 

HOSTED BY DAR IN WINDER

Shown (from left to right) are Quilt of Valor recipients James Linton John-
son, Raymond “Yankee” Furman and Stanford Davis. Johnson served in 
the United States Army from 1965-1972. He served in the Vietnam War and 
Korea. Furman served in the Marine Corps from 2002-2006. He served in 
the War in Afghanistan – Kandahar, from March through October 2004 
and the War in Iraq – Fallujah, from November 2004 through October 
2005. Davis served in the Army National Guard from 1949-1954 and was a 
medic in a M.A.S.H. hospital during the Korean War.
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The Barrow County Board of Commissioners on 

Tuesday, Nov. 9, approved a pair of administrative 

level hires — including the new county operations 

manager position and removing the interim tag off 

the county’s current planning director.

In a unanimous vote, the board hired former 

Oglethorpe County chairman and CEO Billy Pittard 

as operations manager, a role in which he will essen-

tially function as a deputy to county manager Kevin 

Little.

Pittard, whose starting salary will be $95,000, was 

recommended to the board by a county staff panel 

that interviewed him and two other candidates for 

the position, which was first advertised Sept. 1. Ac-

cording to his resume, Pittard has over 18 years of 

local government experience, first as public works 

director and county engineer for Oglethorpe County 

from 2003-2008. He was then elected as chairman 

and CEO and served three terms before deciding not 

to run for re-election in 2020. He spent most of this 

year with a civil engineering consulting firm that of-

fers services to the public sector.

Prior to his time in local government, Pittard spent 

20 years a chemical engineer for a pharmaceutical 

company. He is a graduate of Clemson University.

In his new role, Pittard will have a lengthy list of 

responsibilities, including, among others:

•conducting employee performance evaluations 

and making hiring, termination and disciplinary rec-

ommendations.

•assisting the county manager with strategic plan-

ning and strategy implementation.

•handling media inquiries, “often regarding politi-

cally-sensitive matters,” according to the job posting.

•managing major economic development-based 

initiatives and developing community-based project 

budgets.

•developing and administering budgets and man-

aging financial operations.

•researching issues and writing reports for the 

county manager and BOC.

Little said all current executive positions in the 

county government remain in place and that Pittard 

will be assisting each department in their activities.

“Counties of our size and that are growing rapidly 

have this type of position to work on special proj-

ects and meet all the federal and state requirements 

needed for operations these days,” Little wrote in an 

email. “This position will cover a wide array of tasks 

here in Barrow and work along with the departments 

for efficiency as well as broaden the scope in some 

areas.”

Prior to the vote on hiring Pittard, the BOC was 

also unanimous in its support of naming interim 

planning director Rebecca Whiddon to the position 

full-time. Whiddon, a county employee since 2003 

who previously was a senior planner, had held the 

interim post since May following former planning 

director Dan Schultz’s departure.

Whiddon was one of four candidates to apply for 

the position and was considered the sole qualified 

applicant, according to a staff report. Her starting 

salary will be $84,257.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other business at its Nov. 9 meeting, the BOC:

•tabled until next month a request to rezone 8.7 

acres at 1032 Atlanta Hwy. SE, Winder, near the Bar-

row County Airport, for a new warehouse to operate 

a pallet sales and recycling business so that concerns 

from the county airport authority that the building 

height could potentially pose a hazard to air naviga-

tion can be resolved. John Stell, the attorney for the 

airport authority, has said that if the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) determines buildings on the 

site would present a hazard after they’re built, the 
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