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Barrow County will likely receive more 

than $16 million in federal coronavirus 

relief money under legislation passed by 

Congress and signed by President Joe 

Biden last week.

The $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan 

passed along with party lines, with all Re-

publicans in both congressional chambers 

and one House Democrat voting against the 

legislation. In addition to direct $1,400 pay-

ments to most Americans and several other 

measures, the legislation also includes $65 

billion to be split between each county in the 

nation and another $65 billion to be split be-

tween non-county municipal governments.

An analysis from the National Association 

of Counties projects that Barrow County 

will receive $16.14 million in direct funding, 

which will be split into two payments, one 

this year and one in 2022. The U.S. Trea-

sury Department is required to pay the first 

tranche of money to counties no later than 

60 days after the March 11 enactment of the 

legislation and pay the second round no ear-

lier than 12 months after the first payment.

According to projections from the Geor-

gia Municipal Association, out of the 

$19.53 billion earmarked for munici-

palities with populations below 50,000, 

Winder will be allotted $5.65 million, fol-

lowed by Auburn ($2.41 million), Statham 

($894,469), Bethlehem ($228,442) and 

Carl ($74,040). However, those jurisdic-

tions with populations below the 50,000 

threshold will not be able to receive more 

than 75 percent of their annual general 

fund operating budget.

According to the NACo analysis, the 

federal funds can be used to respond di-

rectly to public health efforts and negative 

economic impacts related to the pandemic 

and help deliver premium pay to essential 

public workers. Local governments are 

also allowed to make water, sewer and 

broadband infrastructure improvements.

The funds must be spent before the 

end of 2024, and local governments are 

required to make “periodic” reports ac-

counting for their spending of the money. 

Governments that fail to comply with any 

of the bill’s provisions will be required to 

repay the Treasury.

Barrow County received roughly $2.7 

million last year through the CARES Act 

pandemic relief legislation that was passed 

by Congress and signed by then-Presi-

dent Donald Trump. Municipalities in the 

county also received smaller shares of 

funding, with Winder ($934,000) receiv-

ing the most.

Local funding went primarily toward 

road improvements and public safety sala-

ries as well as replenishing money that had 

been spent on pandemic-response efforts.

Barrow projected to get $16M in federal pandemic relief  money

Cities in county also 

likely to receive much 

higher amounts under 

‘American Rescue Plan’

Starting Wednesday, 

March 17, the Barrow 

County Health Depart-

ment will begin providing 

COVID-19 vaccinations 

on a weekly basis by ap-

pointment only at the Vic-

tor Lord Park Recreational 

Center, 175 2nd St., Wind-

er, officials announced this 

week, adding that the move 

would “greatly increase” 

vaccine availability for lo-

cal residents.

Appointments at the 

recreation center will be 

available every Wednesday 

for the next several weeks, 

supplementing the vacci-

nation services provided 

at the health department 

headquarters, according to 

a news release.

During the first sever-

al weeks of the expanded 

availability, health depart-

ment staff will be contact-

ing pre-registered, eligible 

individuals to schedule 

appointments at the rec 

center and health depart-

ment headquarters. After 

the initial wait list has been 

cleared, additional appoint-

ments will be made avail-

able, officials said. To lo-

cate other vaccination sites 

Health 
Department 
plans weekly 

vaccinations 

at rec center

Changes proposed to planned 
residential development in Winder

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp announced this 

week the availability of $277 million in Coro-

navirus Response and Relief Supplemental 

Appropriations Act 2021 funds to the Geor-

gia Department of Transportation to fill in 

projected revenue gaps caused by the impacts 

of COVID-19.

One of the funded projects includes the 

Highway 211 widening project in Braselton, 

which will expand the busy road from two 

lanes to four lanes and include the installation 

of roundabouts. 

It will provide traffic congestion relief for 

over 22,000 vehicles per day in a growing 

suburban area of Braselton.

The Town of Braselton is funding design of 

the project. The estimated construction cost 

is $12 million with a total investment of $14 

million. 

The investments accelerate the project 

from an anticipated construction start date in 

late 2023 to mid 2022.

“As the city of Braselton continues to grow, 

the expansion of State Route 211 is crucial to 

our economic development,” state Rep. Terry 

England, R-Auburn, said in a statement. “I 

commend Governor Kemp and the Georgia 

DOT for recognizing our need and allocating 

the resources for these improvements.”

MORE ABOUT CRRSAA FUNDS

The CRRSAA was passed by Congress in 

December 2020.

The additional funds allow Georgia DOT 

flexibility to advance several strategic trans-

portation improvements in predominantly ru-

ral areas in Jefferson, Jasper, Putnam, Upson 

and Barrow counties, officials said.

Most of the investments will be on the 

state’s freight network, which are corridors 

that officials say play a vital role in moving 

agriculture commodities, manufacturing in-

puts, and consumer goods between produc-

tion, distribution, and retail locations in all 

areas of Georgia. 

The projects were previously in Georgia 

DOT’s outer-year delivery plans but will 

begin construction a cumulative total of 13 

years early, advancing the safety and freight 

reliability benefits they will provide, officials 

said.

“I am thankful for these one-time feder-

al resources that will help keep Georgians 

working while also keeping our economy on 

the road to recovery,” Kemp said in a state-

ment. “Georgia DOT will be able to further 

enhance the state roadway network to in-

crease safety for motorists and trucks by ad-

vancing critical projects throughout the state. 

These important roadway improvements will 

help Georgia continue to be the top state for 

business thanks to a world-class logistics in-

frastructure. Both the freight and logistics in-

dustry and Georgia residents benefit from this 

much-needed funding, particularly in light of 

the challenges of COVID-19.”

Federal COVID 
relief  to help fund 
Hwy. 211 widening

The Barrow County Sheriff’s Office last 

week reported the arrests of two people for 

vehicular homicide in a pair of unrelated ac-

cidents in the county in recent months.

Christopher Aaron Atkism, 27, of Winder, 

was charged March 9 with second-degree 

homicide by vehicle, no insurance and fail-

ure to obey a stop sign following a Jan. 29 

accident at State Route 11 and Shenandoah 

Drive in Winder.

According to a Georgia State Patrol inci-

dent report, Atkism was attempting a left-

hand turn onto SR 11 and hit the passen-

ger side of a vehicle traveling north on the 

highway. That vehicle then traveled into the 

southbound lane of SR 11 and struck anoth-

er vehicle before overturning on its driver’s 

side.

The passenger in the vehicle Atkism hit, 

57-year-old Fong Yang of Monroe, died at an 

area hospital the next day from injuries sus-

tained in the accident.

The sheriff’s office also arrested Kevin 

James Connelly, 42, of Atlanta, March 10 

on charges of second-degree homicide and 

following too closely for his involvement in 

a fatal accident Nov. 22 on State Route 316 

near Kilcrease Road.

According to a GSP report, Connelly was 

traveling west on 316 and rear-ended a ve-

hicle that had stopped for a traffic signal to 

change before beginning to proceed through 

a green light. One of the passengers in the 

vehicle Connelly hit, 23-year-old William 

Gamble of Winder, died at the scene. 

Connelly, who was treated for injuries at 

an area hospital, told authorities he attempt-

ed to apply his brakes for the red light but 

that the brakes didn’t stop.

Vehicular homicide arrests made in pair of  unrelated crashes
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The developer of a residential community 

planned to the east of the Barrow Crossing 

shopping center hopes to change the scope of 

the project by eliminating all 300 proposed 

apartment units and replacing them with 250 

additional townhomes for a total of 349. But 

those plans could run into significant compli-

cations, according to a representative for the 

developer, if the Winder City Council backs 

a recommendation made Tuesday, March 16, 

by the city’s planning board.

In a discussion Tuesday night on proposed 

changes to conditions for the rezoning of 67 

acres at 399 Carl-Bethlehem Rd. on the south 

side of Highway 316, the panel voted to rec-

ommend denial of Farm Development LLP’s 

request to reduce the required front- and side-

yard setbacks from 35 to 13 feet. Shane Lan-

ham, a Lawrenceville attorney representing 

the applicants, said his clients were seeking 

the reduction in order to allow the develop-

ment to have a more traditional townhome 

community “feel,” but also to provide for 

“more efficient” design and cut down on con-

struction-related costs.

Without the reduction in the setbacks, the 

city’s requirements would present the devel-

oper with “unnecessary hardships,” Lanham 

said.

The planning board’s recommendation now 

heads to the city council for a public hearing 

at its April 1 work session and a scheduled 

vote at its April 6 meeting.

The city council last August approved a re-

zoning request by the applicants for the prop-

erty for 300 apartment units and 99 townho-

mes along with several amenities — including 

a pool and community clubhouse of at least 

5,000 square feet, nature trails, dog parks 

and pedestrian paths that would connect the 

development to the shopping center. Instead, 

Lanham said, the developer now intends to 

build only townhomes with 349 units, adding 

that the developer “sees a strong market” for a 

100-percent townhome project in the city and 

has had success with similar developments 

elsewhere.

Because of the proposed change from 

apartments to townhomes, the developer re-

quested eliminating the 5,000-square-foot 

clubhouse and instead having two separate 

Planning board gives mixed 
recommendations on proposals; 
city council to decide next month
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The developer of a planned residential community east of the Barrow Crossing shop-
ping center between Carl-Bethlehem Road and Highway 316 is proposing to change the 
scope of the project from 300 apartment units and 99 townhomes to 349 townhomes and 
no apartment units.
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