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Hull, hoops and helpful advice

Madison County basketball star Kayla McPherson, a University of North Carolina signee and McDonald’s 
All American, interacts with Hull-Sanford Elementary School students Friday before delivering an inspira-
tional talk. See Page 1B. Photo by Zach Mitcham 

BOC hears proposal for 
citizens’ advisory board

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County commissioners are pondering the creation 

of a “citizens’ advisory board” to help the group gather infor-

mation on major developments in the county. 

However, more details will need to be ironed out before the 

BOC might approve the group, such as when will it be called 

upon and who will serve on it?

Drago Tesanovich, co-chair of the Madison County Clean 

Power Coalition (MCCPC), has presented the idea to the 

Broadband talk
By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Talks continue about a potential internet 

upgrade for all of Madison County.

Commission chairman Todd Higdon 

said he met Monday with a company 

from Carrollton to discuss a feasibility 

study for installing broadband internet 

access for Madison County citizens. 

“That is the very first step for seeking 

broadband,” he said, adding that the cost 

of a feasibility study will run between 

$20,000 and $35,000.

Higdon said Georgia Public Web, a 

regional telecommunications carrier, 

already has a hub in Madison County to 

tie back to Atlanta.

“So that’s a plus in our benefit,” he said. 

The chairman said a three-phase plan is 

probably the best approach for installing 

broadband in Madison County, starting 

with the feasibility study. He estimated the 

cost for the whole project could be in the 

$8-to-$9 million range, but he said there 

is no set figure yet. Madison County will 

get over $5.7 million in federal stimulus 

money, but more help may be available.

“We don’t have an exact dollar figure,” 

he said. “And until we get a feasibility 

study, we will not know. Before we go 

for any grants, any matching money, that 

study has to be done.”

Higdon asked board members “to think 

about it and get back to me it you’d like 

to proceed on the feasibility study for 

broadband.” He said the broadband would 

be fiber, not copper.

“It will be fiber to every home,” he said. 

Higdon said more money could be on 

the way from the state for broadband.

“Not only would the citizens of the 

county benefit greatly, but out children 

would, too,” he said. “That’s why this is 

of utmost importance to myself and our 

community members.”

The board did not discuss the matter 

after Higdon’s comments and there were 

no votes on the matter. But more discus-

sion is likely at the upcoming April 19 

BOC meeting.

BOC chairman talks again about potential for fiber line to every home

Citizens troubled by noise from GRP

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Citizens in the Colbert area con-

tinue to seek relief from noise from 

Georgia Renewable Power (GRP).

And county commissioners dis-

cussed the matter again Monday. 

Meanwhile, a GRP official says 

more noise-mitigation equipment 

will soon be installed.

Madison County recently received 

a report from an independent com-

pany, Arpeggio, on the noise impact 

of GRP on the surrounding area. 

The company placed sound sensors 

at different locations around GRP 

between Feb. 19-21 to monitor noise 

from the plant. Arpeggio reported 

that two locations fall within the 

“moderate annoyance, daytime and 

evening” category and that night-

time sound levels at two monitoring 

sites “were consistently in the low 

to mid 50s on Friday night and 

Saturday morning, well above the 

45 dBA recommended outside bed-

rooms to avoid sleep disturbance 

with windows open.” 

The Madison County Clean Power 

Coalition said the study validates 

complaints from residents about the 

noise.  

“Even though during the three-

day assessment period wet weather 

caused operations to slow (and were 

possibly uncharacteristically quiet), 

the findings still show the irritat-

ing spikes in noise from the GRP 

plant,” wrote Wendy Sue Meehan 

of MCCPC. “Some of the spikes 

are attributed to traffic and railroad 

noise, but there is no doubt the plant 

is generating noise at unacceptable 

levels.”

MCCPC recently conducted a sur-

vey of residents in the area, with 165 

respondents. Seventy-three percent 

of respondents said they can’t enjoy 

yard activities due to the noise. Fif-

ty-three percent of the respondents 

said their sleep had been interrupted 

due to the noise.

Ted Fowler, who lives .4 miles 

from the plant, said the noise is bad 

at night.

“The noise level is 80 decibels, we 

cannot hear the TV, it is almost time 

to go to bed but who can sleep with 

a noise like what we are hearing,” 

he said. 

Meanwhile, GRP says stud-

ies show there is not a significant 

noise issue from the plant. But 

they say there are plans to install 

more noise-mitigation equipment to 

address citizens’ concerns.

“GRP engaged a consultant that 

specializes in the evaluation of 

power plant noise to analyze the 

data and conclusions of the noise 

study of the Madison facility pre-

pared for Madison County,” wrote 

GRP Executive Vice President 

Carey Davis. “The consultant has 

concluded that the data included in 

the county study accurately reflects 

the measured noise levels at on-site 

and off-site study locations. Further, 

the data indicates that the operations 

of the facility produce a consistent 

sound level at the property boundary 

that is reasonable for this type of 

industrial facility.”

Davis said that “data indicates 

that measured sound levels were 

at or very near levels identified by 

the county report as acceptable at 

all off-site locations.” He said GRP 

has addressed noise concerns and 

installed noise reduction technol-

ogies. And more mitigation equip-

ment is on the way.

“GRP, through its expert con-

sultant, performed an independent 

review of potential sources of noise 

from the facility and purchased addi-

tional equipment to reduce noise 

from the stack fan, which is an iden-

tified source of near and far field 

noise from the facility,” wrote Davis. 

“Despite the results of the county 

study indicating that the noise lev-

els are not excessive, the facility 

plans to install this equipment as a 

means of advancing efforts to fur-

ther address the community’s con-

cerns. The equipment is scheduled 

to be installed as soon as possible, 

perhaps during the facility’s sched-

uled outage this month.”

Drago Tesanovich, co-chair of 

the Madison County Clean Power 

Coalition, appeared before county 

commissioners Monday to ask for 

a public meeting with citizens, the 

commissioners and GRP representa-

tives to discuss the noise issue. 

Rather than a large public hear-

ing, board chairman Todd Higdon 

said he felt two representatives from 

the BOC, two from MCCPC and 

perhaps a couple of representatives 

from GRP should get together and 

meet and see if they can iron out 

solutions. He said he felt this would 

Plant official says more noise-mitigation equipment to be installed; BOC discusses issue
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