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Braselton News

MAILING LABEL

By Morgan Ervin

The Hoschton City 

Council abolished the 

town’s planning commis-

sion during its April 19 

meeting.

In a time of unprecedent-

ed growth, which includes 

a record-breaking 115 

building permits issued by 

the city of Hoshcton since 

January, processing an-

nexations, rezonings and 

variances applications has 

become cumbersome and 

unnecessary, according to 

city officials.

By eliminating the plan-

ning commission, the city 

hopes to streamline the 

zoning process by having 

them go directly to the 

council for action.

City officials say the 

move will also provide 

monetary savings for prop-

erty owners and devel-

opment applicants while 

lessening the burden of pre-

paring agendas, attending 

meetings and other public 

meeting requirements on 

its staff.

This move, initiated by 

Mayor Shannon Sell, ne-

cessitated amendments 

to the city’s Zoning Or-

dinance, Subdivision and 

Land Development Ordi-

nance and Code of Ordi-

nances.

The planning board 

didn’t have the authority to 

make a final decision; that 

authority has always resid-

ed with the council.

The updates designate 

inspection authority to the 

city engineer, zoning ad-

ministrator and land devel-

opment inspector for things 

such as erosion control, 

stormwater facilities, tree 

protections and paving.

Hoschton abolishes planning board

Around town

Braselton will offer 

tours of the town’s histor-

ic district this May.

“Join us for a stroll 

through the historic dis-

trict of downtown in 

May,” town leaders said. 

“We are offering walk-

ing tours for free as well 

as trolley rides for $10 

per person. Tickets are 

required for all tours for 

anyone over the age of 2.”

Walking tours are 

scheduled Tuesday, May 

11, at 10:30 a.m. and 

Monday, May 17, at 

6:30 p.m. The walking 

tour is 1.5 miles and at-

tendees are asked to wear 

comfortable shoes.

Trolley tours are 

Braselton 

plans 

tour of 

historic 

district

The Braselton Woman’s 

Club will meet Wednes-

day, May 5, at noon at the 

La Quinta Inn

Attendees are asked to 

bring a bag lunch.

A program on the “Opi-

oid Epidemic” will be 

presented by Scott Car-

penter.

La Quinta Inn is located 

off Hwy. 53, at 200 Kaival 

Ln., Braselton.

For more information, 

call Sylvia Schurr at 706-

684-0280.

Braselton 

Woman’s Club 

to meet May 5

The West Jackson Fire Board and the Braselton Public Facilities Au-

thority held a ribbon cutting and open house at the new West Jackson 

Fire Station 2 on Tuesday, April 20. The station is located at 1875 Ed-

naville Rd., Braselton.

Shown is the new West Jackson Fire Station 2 located at 1875 Ed-

naville Rd., Braselton.

Braselton is looking to hire a director for its new 

civic center, set to open this fall.

The town posted the job opening on April 21 and 

will accept applications until the position is filled.

Full details on the position and the application 

can be found at www.braselton.net/town_info/job_ 

opportunities/index.php.

The new civic center is being constructed on Da-

vis St. near the town’s new parking deck.

“Upon completion in October 2021, this versatile 

facility will seat up to 504 attendees for banquets, 

weddings, reunions and conventions,” town leaders 

said.

Braselton posts job for 

civic center director

By Beau Evans
Capitol Beat News Service

Former U.S. Rep. Doug Collins announced Mon-

day he will not run for any office in the 2022 elec-

tion cycle, ending speculation over potential bids for 

top statewide seats.

Collins, who lost an open-format election for one 

of Georgia’s U.S. Senate seats last fall, said he aims 

to play a role in “shaping our conservative message” 

to help Republicans win back majorities in Con-

gress.

Doug Collins won’t 

run for office  

in Georgia during 

2022 elections

The Hoschton City Council green-lighted sev-

eral rezoning and variance applications April 19, 

allowing several residential development to move 

forward.

The rezoning of over 20 acres fronting the 

northwest side of Peachtree Road from low-den-

sity to moderate-density residential was approved, 

Hoschton approves 

rezonings for homes, 

commercial projects

Jackson County GOP 

chairman TJ Dearman said 

he does not plan to appeal 

Sunday’s district GOP deci-

sion to have the county po-

litical party re-do its recent 

convention election for the 

party’s local leadership.

Dearman said that he won 

re-election to the county 

chairmanship on April 10 in 

a “landslide.”

“We won in a landslide 

the first time and will win 

again,” he said, declining to 

appeal the district’s ruling to 

the state GOP leadership.

Challenger Adam Led-

better, who was disqualified 

during the county’s April 

10 voting, said all he want-

ed was a chance to stand 

against Dearman for the 

chairmanship of the county 

party.

“Looks like I got it,” Led-

better said of the district’s 

ruling.

Sunday, the 9th District 

GOP board held an emer-

gency hearing on the matter. 

The April 10 county results 

had been contested by four 

Jackson County GOP mem-

bers who claimed the pro-

cess used by Dearman was 

wrong and not transparent.

The district board ruled in 

their favor, saying the coun-

ty GOP needs to re-do its 

elections process.

County GOP to re-do 

local leadership vote
District rules 

in favor of 

challengers

See Tour, page 3A

See Collins, page 3A

See GOP, page 5A

See Hoschton, page 3A

By Wesleigh Sagon

The West Jackson Fire Board and 

the Braselton Public Facilities Au-

thority held a ribbon cutting and open 

house at the new West Jackson Fire 

Station 2 located at 1875 Ednaville 

Road, Braselton, on Tuesday, April 

20.

“We are excited to have the ability 

to have a closer station to serve the 

community,” said Ben Stephens, West 

Jackson fire chief.

Stephens said the station will help 

to increase response time as the com-

munity continues to grow and as traf-

fic increases in the county.

“Getting over I-85 to get a call is 

starting to get a little trying, so having 

a station on this side of the interstate 

will definitely cut down the response 

times for our guys. The West Jackson 

Fire Station One will cover Braselton, 

South of I-85 and station two will 

cover North of I-85, unless of course, 

there is a major accident where both 

stations would be on the scene.”

The station will also help improve 

its Insurance Services Office (ISO) 

fire rating to reduce homeowner’s in-

surance costs which have increased 

from $750-$800 to $3,200 a year.

Stephens said the new station has 

many improvements over its older 

station.

Ribbon cut at second WJFD station

See WJFD, page 3A

With one commissioner absent, the Braselton 

Planning Commission deadlocked on April 26 on 

an application to allow a drive-in restaurant off 

Old Winder Hwy.

The commission’s 2-2 vote on the application 

essentially translates to a recommendation of deni-

al, according to the city’s legal counsel.

The town’s planning staff had recommended de-

nial of the project based on the nature of the pro-

posed use and design as presented in the applica-

tion, accessibility to the site and compatibility with 

planned development.

The applicant’s legal counsel brought up several 

points to counter staff’s recommendation for deni-

al, focusing primarily on accessibility and impact 

on neighboring properties by pointing to the ac-

cess easements already in place.

But even with the easements, accessibility 

and parking will be an issue on the property re-

gardless of its use due to the way the property  

Planners turn 

down drive-in plans

See Planners, page 3A


