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Georgia Tech released its Early Action 1 admission decisions for Georgia stu-

dents on Saturday. They made a personal visit to Commerce High School a 

day early on Friday to surprise three seniors with their acceptance letters. 

Lauren Lindsey, Madison McDonald, and Jay Simmons were three of just 

2,500 acceptances and about 6,500 applicants in Georgia. Shown are: (front 

row, L-R) Jay Simmons, Lauren Lindsey and Madison McDonald; and (back 

row, L-R) Will Smith, principal; Jordan Raettig, assistant principal; Sean Kil-

gore, Georgia Tech Senior Admission Advisor; and Joy Tolbert, superinten-

dent. 

EARLY ACCEPTANCE INTO GEORGIA TECH

The Jefferson High School 

December 3D Award recipi-

ents are: Jaliah Rakestraw, 

Sammy Brown, Welton Wall 

and Emma Lawrence.

RAKESTRAW

Jaliah is the daughter of 

Darian and Tiffany Rak-

estraw. 

She participates in soft-

ball and has been the Math-

lete of the Month. 

Her favorite subjects are 

math and social studies. Jali-

ah plans to attend college at 

a four-year university.

BROWN

Sammy is the son of 

Becca and Michael Brown. 

He is involved in varsi-

ty football, wrestling, and 

track and field. Sammy is a 

straight-A student and has 

been named an All-State 

and Nation football player. 

His favorite subjects in 

school are science, specifi-

cally chemistry, and social 

studies. Sammy plans to 

attend college and play foot-

ball while pursuing a degree 

in pediatrics.

WALL

Welton is the son of Scott 

and Nicole Wall. He is in-

volved in varsity football, 

golf, HOSA, and BETA 

Club. Welton is a two-time 

Dragon-Hearted Player of 

the Week. His favorite sub-

jects are math and weight 

training. After high school, 

Welton plans to attend col-

lege and pursue a four-year 

degree.

LAWRENCE

Emma is the daughter of 

Tim and Jodi Lawrence and 

Tanya Lawrence. She par-

ticipates in varsity soccer 

and her favorite subject is 

math. Emma plans to attend 

college and become a police 

officer or investigator.

Jefferson High School 

3D recipients named
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Jackson Trail Christian School FFA member Cameron Ford placed first in the 
Area 2 Middle School Lawnmower Career Development Event held on De-

cember 2 at the Georgia FFA-FCCLA Center in Covington. Cameron placed 

first out of 15 middle schools from across Northeast Georgia. Students had 
to take a written exam, solve technical problems and drive a lawnmower. 

Cameron had the high individual score with the exam and driving ability. The 

state championship will be held February 12 at Fort Valley where Cameron 

will compete against 11 other finalists. Cameron is pictured giving a pre-trip 
operation exam to North Region FFA director Stan Mitchell.

FORD PLACES FIRST

Six graduates from Jack-

son Foothills were recog-

nized at the Foothills Edu-

cation Charter High School 

Regional Graduation cere-

mony held on Dec. 2. 

The regional graduation 

was held at Bethlehem 

Church and was hosted by 

Barrow Foothills.

Jackson Foothills grad-

uates recognized and the 

awards they received in-

clude the following:

•Terry “Buddy” Strick-

land, Academic Excellence 

Award. This $400 award is 

given to a student who has 

excelled academically and 

show perseverance through-

out their enrollment at Foot-

hills.

•Lucas John Rogers, Site 

Director’s Award. This $400 

award goes to a student who 

has excelled academically 

and has had great attendance 

while enrolled at Foothills.

•Griffin Haynie, Spirit of 

Jackson Award. This $250 

award goes to a student who 

has shown persistence, posi-

tive character and embodies 

all the traits of a successful 

Foothills student.

•Jose David Mun-

guia-Hernandez, Mickey 

Rowell Memorial Award. 

This $250 award, given in 

honor of Mickey Rowell, 

who was a kind, generous 

mentor at Jackson Foothills, 

goes to a student who has al-

ways given their best, both 

academically and personal-

ly.

•Chelsea Campbell, 

Cynthia McKee Memorial 

Award. This $250 award, 

given in honor of Cynthia 

McKee, who was a compas-

sionate and caring teacher at 

Jackson Foothills, goes to a 

student who has shown de-

termination and dedication 

toward earning their diplo-

ma.

•Brenan Owens, Foot-

hills Perseverance Award. 

This $250 award goes to a 

student who has shown de-

termination and dedication 

toward earning a diploma.

Foothills Jackson site di-

rector Rachael Parr present-

ed the scholarships to the 

students at the graduation 

ceremony, along with team 

coordinator Angela Gary 

who assisted. Jackson Foot-

hills mentors Robin Sykes, 

Glenda Meeler and Julius 

Richie also attended the 

graduation.

In addition to Jackson 

Foothills, students from 

Baldwin Foothills, Barrow 

Foothills, Clarke Foothills, 

Greene Foothills, Mor-

gan Foothills, Oglethor-

pe Foothills, Social Circle 

Foothills, Walton Foothills, 

Foothills Virtual and YCP 

Virtual School participated 

in the regional graduation. 

Fifty-eight graduates were 

recognized.

Foothills graduates recognized at regional ceremony

Jackson County Foothills graduates shown are: (L-R) Chelsea Campbell, Grif-

fin Haynie, Buddy Strickland, Lucas Rogers, David Munguia-Hernanedez and 
Brenan Owens.

Foothills Jackson site director Rachael Parr is shown with graduates David 

Munguia-Hernanedez, Buddy Strickland, Lucas Rogers, Chelsea Campbell 
and Griffin Haynie.


