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The Georgia Department 

of Transportation will hold 

a public information open 

house on the median proj-

ect on State Route 15 from 

the Jackson County line to 

Faulkner Road on Tuesday, 

Jan. 21, from 5 to 7 p.m. 

at the Banks County High 

School cafeteria, located 

at 1486-A Historic Homer 

Highway, Homer.

DOT MEETING

DOT to meet 
on proposed 
median Jan. 21

The Maysville Planning 

and Zoning Board will 

hold a public hearing on 

Monday, January 27, at 

7 p.m. at 4 Homer Street 

to receive public comment 

on proposed ordinances 

addressing dilapidated, un-

safe and abandoned build-

ings and the historic dis-

trict overlay.

All public input will be 

welcomed, leaders state.

Maysville 
planners to meet 
on proposed 
ordinances
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Banks County’s Jacob Voyles (106 pounds) competes vs. Jackson County during the Doug Eberhardt Memorial Duals at Oglethorpe County 
on Jan. 4. The Banks County wrestling team competes at the Area 6-AA duals this Saturday (Jan. 11) at Monticello.

COMPETES AT OGLETHORPE COUNTY

The Lula City Council 

will discuss extending a 

moratorium on issuance of 

business licenses for new 

vape shops within the city 

when it meets on Jan. 16. 

During a meeting held 

Dec. 9, Mayor Jim Grier 

reported he has spoken with 

other local city officials 

and everyone appears to be 

moving very cautiously on 

this issue.

The council is consid-

ering an extension of the 

moratorium on licenses for 

vape shops in order to gath-

er additional information 

in regard to the dangers of 

vaping and to have a better 

understanding of what the 

legislature might consider.

Vaping to be on Lula 
agenda Monday

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com.

Banks County roads crews are continuing to repair roads 

damaged by rain last week and more rain is possible this 

coming weekend.

Roads already repaired from the past rain include Marsh-

burn Road and Moss Road.

“The County Road Department is working tirelessly on 

roads damaged from the last rain,” Deidra Moore, county 

911 director states. “Marshburn Drive is still closed and 

pipe is being replaced. Do not attempt to go around barri-

ers. The road will be closed until further notice.”

Hembree Road is closed at the bridge.

“Do not attempt to go around the barriers,” Moore states. 

“It will be closed until further notice. They are replacing 

the pipe. Access can be made to the residential side from 

the McDonald Circle end only. Please do not drive around 

the road closed signs! They are there to warn you of danger 

ahead.”

As for the forecast this weekend, periods of heavy 

rainfall will be possible on Friday afternoon and evening 

through Saturday. Heavy rainfall may lead to isolated 

flooding, ponding of water on roadways and low lying ar-

eas, and flooding of creeks and streams. All of north and 

central Georgia should continue to monitor the weather as 

this outlook is expected to change over the next few days.

Heavy rains damage county roads
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Heavy rains led to the water level rising on the Hudson River. This photo was taken 
on Saturday at noon at the Hudson River in south Banks County at Wrights Mill 
Road.

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com.

Maysville officials elected to serve another term and de-

partment heads for the year were appointed at the first city 

council meeting for the year, held Monday night, Jan. 6.

Mayor Richard Presley and council members Junior 

Hardy and Scott Harper were sworn in to serve another 

four-year term. Presley and Hardy were re-elected last 

year, while Harper ran unopposed.

Banks County Clerk of Courts Tim Harper swore the of-

ficials in at the city council meeting Monday night.

Also at the meeting, the department heads for the year 

were named. They are: Barbara Thomas, city administrator/

city clerk; David Cochran, chief of police; Melanie Weath-

erby, library manager; and Aaron Patton, water department 

supervisor. All are currently serving as department heads.

“I am proud of this group we have as department heads 

and am looking forward to working with them again,” 

Mayor Presley said.

Harper was named to serve as mayor pro tem for the year.

In other business at the meeting, the city council unan-

imously approved the Jackson County Hazard Mitigation 

Plan Update, which was presented by Bryan Bullock, EMA 

director. Bullock said the plan is updated every five years.

Maysville officials sworn in, department heads approved

                                    Photo by Angela Gary

Maysville officials were sworn in Monday night by Banks County Clerk of Court 
Tim Harper (far left). Shown with Harper are: (L-R) Mayor Richard Presley and 
council members Scott Harper and Junior Hardy. See more photos on page 3A. 

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

Water users in Homer 

may see higher rates this 

spring, but they also are 

likely to get a chance to ask 

questions and make com-

ments at a public hearing 

about the rates.

A lack of a quorum hin-

dered the Homer City 

Council at its work session 

Tuesday, Jan. 7. 

Council members James 

Dumas and Cliff Hill at-

tended the meeting.

Dumas suggested holding 

the public hearing in April, 

which will mark the fourth 

anniversary since the city 

has raised rates.

The two council mem-

bers agreed the basic charge 

for water would increase to 

$16, up from $14, and usage 

of more than 3,000 gallons a 

month will cost $6 per thou-

sand gallons, up from $4.50 

per thousand gallons.

The council would have 

to approve a date for a pub-

lic hearing and the increases 

at its Jan. 14 meeting be-

fore the changes  would be 

made.

The two council members 

also agreed to recommend 

a garbage increase to $17 a 

month, up from the current 

$15.  

The city’s garbage con-

tractor went up on its rates 

last summer to $12.43 per 

month, the first increase in 

five years.

Dumas said residents may 

register their views about 

the increases or ask ques-

tions at the public hearing. 

If residents attend, fine, 

he said. If they do not, that 

will be all right also.

The council members and 

city clerk Carol Ayers talk-

ed about establishing differ-

ent standards for water rates 

and decided to stay with the 

current structure.

They talked about a base 

rate of up to 2,000 gallons 

a month; having a different 

rate from 2,001 to 5,000 

gallons a month; and a third 

rate for more than 5,001 

gallons a month.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other business, the 

council:

•encouraged Joan Bryant 

who said she would like to 

re-start the women’s garden 

club. Ayers said the program 

was funded through the 

Downtown Development 

Association before when it 

was active. Bryant said she 

would like to see the group 

work on the downtown area, 

mentioning specifically vet-

erans’ park, and the city’s 

entrances. Bryant said she 

would attend the DDA 

meeting Jan. 14.

•Dumas asked if Willard 

Ausburn could prepare a 

written list of employees 

and their skills. Dumas said 

the city is going to have to 

increase salaries and asked 

about current skills.

•roads to be worked on 

next for paving are McCoy 

Bridge, Greasy Creek and 

Hill St., Hill said. He said 

other roads that need work 

probably can be added to 

the list.{div}•got a report 

from Ayers that showed 

revenue from water sales 

were $196,344 in 2019 and 

$174,331 in 2018. The main 

difference was in incorrect 

meter readings for a few 

months in 2019 when new 

meters were installed.

Homer water rates may increase


