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Barrow County will have 

fewer polling locations 

starting with next month’s 

presidential preference pri-

maries, but there will be 

additional poll workers and 

equipment at each location 

to accommodate any larger 

crowds.

The county’s board of 

elections voted unanimous-

ly in January to reduce the 

number of polling loca-

tions by half, from 16 to 8, 

combining precincts across 

those locations.

The changes affected 

about half of the county’s 

registered voters (around 

25,000), and new cards 

were mailed out last week to 

those affected, county elec-

tions and voter registration 

director Monica Franklin 

said.

Franklin said the board 

had worked on the changes 

for several months before 

approving them in a meet-

ing and said the changes 

were primarily due to low 

Sickness in Barrow County 

schools has been worse this year 

than in the past, but “despite it be-

ing a bad flu season, we just ha-

ven’t seen system-wide impacts 

more than in previous years,” ac-

cording to Matt Thompson, the 

system’s student services and data 

service director.

More than 2,100 students have 

been sent home sick since Novem-

ber, according to Thompson, about 

266 more than in 2019.

“You can see both November 

and December were much worse 

in terms of sending kids home than 

was the previous year, but Janu-

ary leveled off and was about the 

same,” he said.

The district reported about 770 

students each month sent home 

sick. That number was 612 in Jan-

uary.

However, Thompson said the 

system does not “track flu per 

se” and the numbers are not “flu” 

numbers.

Despite the numbers, the per-

centage of student attendance 

was slightly better for November 

through January than in the same 

months in 2019.

Thompson said teacher atten-

dance was “down a bit from last 

year,” but he said multiple reasons, 

including professional learning, 

are included in the numbers.

“Prior to winter break, Holsen-

beck and Bethlehem (elementary 

schools) had a lot of absences and 

when we returned Yargo (elemen-

tary) had a period where (it) had 

a lot of sickness,” he said. “But 

that usually burns out after a day 

or two.”

Bus drivers for the schools 

have been short most of the year, 

according to Ken Greene, assis-

tant superintendent for support 

services, but not because of ill-

ness.

Greene said the attendance for 

bus drivers took a “very slight 

dip” in January — it was 93.89 

percent after three months of 

more than 94 percent.

“We have had some call-outs 

due to the flu and other illnesses. 

However, I would not think this 

is excessive,” Greene said.

Officials: Sickness marginally worse this school year
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Former long-time Bar-

row County commission-

er Roger Wehunt died 

Saturday, Feb. 8. He was 

80.

Wehunt died in the ear-

ly morning hours Satur-

day, and a private family 

graveside service was 

held, according to an 

obituary.

A Jackson County na-

tive, Wehunt was a farm-

er in Barrow County and 

served parts of five terms 

on the commission, start-

ing in 1998. He resigned 

in 2008 to run for mayor 

of Winder and returned in 

2015 after winning a spe-

cial election to replace 

Steve Worley.

Wehunt was re-elect-

ed to a four-year term 

in 2016 but resigned his 

District 3 seat in October 

2018 due to an ongoing 

illness. Rolando Alvarez 

won the special election 

in March 2019 to replace 

Wehunt.

Barrow County man-

ager Mike Renshaw an-

nounced Wehunt’s pass-

ing to the public prior 

to the Tuesday, Feb. 11 

Barrow County Board of 

Commissioners meeting. 

Renshaw said it was his 

“honor and privilege” to 

work with Wehunt.

“Roger was a great 

guy,” Renshaw said. “We 

didn’t always agree on 

everything and had some 

epic conversations and 

discussions in my office. 

But one thing I’ll always 

remember about him is 

he had great perspective 

about things.”

Commissioner Isaiah 

Berry, who served sev-

eral years on the board 

with Wehunt, said that 

Wehunt “took me under 

his wing” from the start 

of Berry’s tenure on the 

board. Berry, a retired 

long-time football and 

track and field coach at 

Winder-Barrow High 

School, recalled Wehu-

nt’s generosity and told 

the story of Wehunt giv-

ing him a $100 bill to buy 

a pair of track shoes for 

an athlete and teammate 

of his granddaughter at 

the school.

“He said buy her the 

best shoes money can 

buy,” Berry said. “That 

was the generosity of the 

Roger I knew and that I 

loved. I’m so terribly sor-

ry he’s gone, but he’s on 

to the next reward.

“As Roger would say, 

‘Coach, everything will 

be alright.’”

Wehunt is survived by 

his wife, former school 

board member Con-

nie Wehunt, his daugh-

ter, grandchildren, 

great-grandchildren, and 

a brother and sister.

Former county 
commissioner 
Wehunt dies

Roger Wehunt

Let it snow...

Photos courtesy of Dwight Oakes

Barrow Countians were treated with a rare snow on Saturday, Feb. 8. Pic-
tured is the Fields family on Ryan Road in Winder.

RARE SNOW DAY IN BARROW COUNTY

A City of Winder snow plow spreads salt on Saturday.

First United Methodist Church in Winder is pictured.
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In a largely symbolic move, Barrow 

County has officially declared itself a “Sec-

ond Amendment sanctuary.”

During its Tuesday, Feb. 11 meeting, the 

county board of commissioners approved a 

resolution that would support the sheriff’s 

discretion to not enforce any federal or 

state firearms laws that the county deems 

unconstitutional, and that the county would 

not use any county money to enforce those 

laws.

But the board chose not to pass a revised 

resolution suggested by the county attor-

ney’s office that would have softened and 

clarified some of the language.

One clause of the resolution passed 

Tuesday states that “all federal acts, laws, 

orders, rules or regulations regarding fire-

arms, firearms accessories and ammunition 

are a violation of” the U.S. and state con-

stitutions. It was not made clear in the res-

olution whether that statement would apply 

to restrictions such as guns being prohibit-

ed on school campuses or convicted felons 

being barred from having a gun, though it 

does leave the discretion to the sheriff.

County attorney Angie Davis, at the 

board’s Jan. 28 work session, had suggest-

ed that sentence be changed to “…certain 

federal acts, laws, orders, rules or regula-

tions…may be a violation of the Second 

Amendment and inconsistent with” the 

state constitution.

The Georgia Constitution states that “the 

right of the people to keep and bear arms 

shall not be infringed, but the General As-

sembly shall have powers to prescribe the 

manner in which arms may be borne.”

Davis had also suggested the board mod-

ify a clause that stated the board would not 

“authorize or appropriate funds, resources, 

employees, agencies, contractors, build-

ings, detention centers or offices for the 

purpose of enforcing or assisting in the en-

forcement of any element of any acts, laws, 

orders, mandates, rules or regulations that 

infringe on the right by the people to keep 

and bear arms,” saying that could create 

some potential legal issues.

Board chairman Pat Graham, who ad-

vocated for the sanctuary resolution to be 

put before the board, had county manager 

Mike Renshaw read the original resolution 

out loud in its entirety at Tuesday’s meeting 

and then made a motion to approve it with-

out the suggested revisions being read.

The vote was 5-1 with commissioner Ro-

lando Alvarez opposed and commissioner 

Ben Hendrix absent. Alvarez said he sup-

ported the county being a “Second Amend-

ment sanctuary” but wanted the board to 

approve the revised resolution that the 

county attorney’s office provided.

“They’re the experts; I am not,” Alvarez 

said.

Barrow County is one of several counties 

around the state and the nation to declare 

themselves “Second Amendment sanctu-

aries” in recent months. The push comes 

amid a series of sweeping gun-control laws 

passed in Virginia that sparked the ire of 

gun rights advocates.

The newly Democratic-controlled legis-

lature in Virginia has passed several bills 

— with Democratic Gov. Ralph Northam’s 

support — largely in response to a high-pro-

file mass shooting at a municipal center in 

Virginia Beach that left 12 people dead. 

The most recently-passed legislation bans 

the sale of certain semi-automatic firearms 

as well as silencers and magazines that hold 

BOC passes ‘Second Amendment sanctuary’ resolution
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