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No decision has been 

handed down yet by the 

court in a lawsuit filed by 

Kolter against the City of 

Hoschton over the town’s 

decision to implement ex-

pensive impact fees on new 

construction.

A court hearing was held 

Oct. 22 in Jackson County 

Superior Court on the issue.

Kolter is Hoschton’s 

largest landowner and is 

developing a 2,600 master 

planned community in the 

town known as Twin Lakes.

The suit seeks an injunc-

tion to stop the city from 

collecting around $2,900 in 

impact fees on new homes 

in the city. The impact fee 

system was created over 

the summer in an effort 

to collect funds from the  

Kolter project.

The lawsuit says that 

Hoschton has “been en-

gaged in an ongoing crusade 

to extract as much money 

out of Plaintiffs as possi-

ble...”

In the suit, Kolter said it 

had to threaten litigation 

against the town over the 

summer to have the city 

council lift an unexpected 

building moratorium.

The lawsuit says that 

Kolter has invested millions 

of dollars in its massive res-

idential project, including 

providing funds to upgrade 

Hoschton’s water and sew-

erage infrastructure, and 

was blindsided by the city’s 

move to put impact fees on 

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Braselton area schools saw mixed results 

on the 2020 ACT.

The Georgia Department of Education 

released the 2020 ACT scores earlier this 

month.

While most schools topped the state av-

erage, there were several Braselton area 

schools that fell below that composite aver-

age including Jackson County Comprehen-

sive, Cherokee Bluff and Winder-Barrow 

high schools. WBHS was also below the na-

tional average.

Composite scores include:

• Buford High School, 24.2

• Mill Creek High School, 23.9

• Jefferson High School, 23.4

• Flowery Branch High School, 23.1

• State, 21.7

• Jackson County Comprehensive High 

School, 21.1

• Cherokee Bluff High School, 20.6

• National, 20.6

• Winder-Barrow High School, 20.1

Braselton area 

schools show mixed 

results on ACT
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Countryside Antiques hosted its 18th annual antique and artisan fes-

tival in downtown Braselton on Friday, October 23, through Sunday, 
October 25. The festival was voted one of the top five festivals in the 
state of Georgia. It brought 30,000 antique enthusiasts to the area 
during the three-day event that featured 300 vendors. Dealers from 
all over the metro area and surrounding states brought their best 
antiques along with an array of items including: rustics, repurposed 
creations, home decor, local artist, furniture, vintage, salvage, primi-
tives, architectural, vintage jewelry, repurposed pieces, plant nurser-
ies, advertising pieces, ironworks, statuaries, elegant glass, pottery, 
shabby, rustic, wood working and much more. Some local vendors 
sold their homemade jams, honey and breads. Live music and food 
trucks were also available on site for those taking a break from shop-

ping. 

Gary Graham, of Sterling Gra-

ham Collection in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina, sold teak fur-
niture, abstractly carved fish 
and nautical lighting and other 
pieces from decommissioned 
ships at the Braselton 18th an-

nual antique and artisan fes-

tival. Graham’s items are im-

ported from India, Indonesia, 
Pakistan and more.

Stella Purcell, 8, received a deco-

rative broom for Halloween at Bra-

selton’s 18th annual antique and 
artisan festival. The broom was 
purchased from Stephanie Kit, 
owner of The Herb and Rock Shop 
in Pickens, South Carolina.

Antique, artisan festival

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

The City of Hoschton is 

mulling the addition of a po-

lice department, but if pop-

ulation projections come to 

fruition one might be inev-

itable.

Hoschton mayor Shannon 

Sell told a crowd of 30-40 

citizens who gathered Tues-

day (Oct. 20) for an outdoor 

town hall meeting that the 

city could have 10,000 res-

idents between the next four 

to seven years.

“From our research, and 

talking to law enforcement, 

I doubt there is a city in the 

state of Georgia, maybe not 

in the country, with 10,000 

people in it that doesn’t 

have a police department,” 

Sell said.

The need for a department 

will be unavoidable, accord-

ing to Snell.

“I don’t think it’s a matter 

of whether we should, it’s 

a matter of when,” he said. 

“As the city grows, we’re 

going to need a police de-

partment.”

Nevertheless, most of 

those on hand at the meet-

ing didn’t feel the city of 

around 2,000 residents cur-

rently warranted a police 

department.

Sell took a show of hands 

of how many wanted a po-

lice department now, and 

only two residents raised 

their hands.

More hands went up, 

however, when he asked if 

Hoschton with 5,000 resi-

dents should have a depart-

ment and almost all hands 

were raised when he moved 

the population figure to 

10,000.

Hoschton is current-

ly served by the Jackson 

Hoschton mayor: City growth  

will generate need for police department
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Hoschton residents listen to a discussion of po-

lice service for the city during an outdoor town hall 
meeting Tuesday (Oct. 20).

See Hoschton, page 2A

Halloween festivities may look a lit-

tle different this year due to the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic.

The Braselton News would like to see 

the unique ways the community is cele-

brating Halloween this year.

Those who would like to sub-

mit a photo for an upcoming issue 

of the paper may do so by emailing  

alex@mainstreetnews.com. Include the 

name(s) of people in the photographs.

The deadline is noon on Monday, Nov. 

2.

Submit your 

Halloween photos

Northeast Georgia Health System re-

cently released COVID-19 safety guide-

lines for this year’s Halloween festivi-

ties.

The recommendations were devel-

oped by the Centers for Disease Control 

(CDC).

“Many traditional Halloween activi-

ties can be high-risk for spreading virus-

es,” according to the recommendations. 

CDC offers 

Halloween 

safety tips

See Halloween, page 2A

No decision yet in Kolter suit

See Kolter, page 2A

The City of Hoschton 

delayed action Oct. 26 

to give what is usual-

ly a routine approval 

for a preliminary plat 

for Phase 4 in the Twin 

Lakes development.

The city is locked in a 

legal tangle with Kolter, 

the developer of Twin 

Lakes, over the town’s 

recent decision to im-

Hoschton delays 

action on Kolter plat

See Plat, page 2A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

The total number of COVID-19 pa-

tients being treated at Northeast Georgia 

Health System again rose slightly this 

week.

COVID numbers 

again up 

slightly at NGHS

See COVID, page 2A

The 2020 voting season is nearing its end 

as Election Day approaches next week for 

the Nov. 3 General Election.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

on Election Day in Braselton’s four-county 

area.

Ballots and polling locations will depend 

on the county you live in.

Find your sample ballot and your polling 

location at www.mvp.sos.ga.gov.

EARLY VOTING CONTINUES 

THROUGH FRIDAY

Early in-person voting continues this week 

through Oct. 30. Details include:

Jackson County

Early in-person voting in Jackson County 

Election Day 

coming up Nov. 3

See Election, page 2A


