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History lessons 

in Braselton 

By Morgan Ervin

The Braselton Zoning Board of Ap-

peals on Monday (Nov. 15) upheld plan-

ning director Kevin Keller’s interpretation 

of the town’s conditional use regulations 

as it pertains to a senior living community 

and the application of a conditional use 

permit granted several years ago.

In 2009, Oaks Senior Living, LLC. 

received a conditional use permit to de-

velop a restricted use senior living com-

munity off Thompson Mill Road near its 

intersection with Spout Springs Road. 

Along with an assisted living and mem-

ory care component, an independent liv-

ing component consisting of a two-story 

multi-family building and three detached 

quadruplex cottages, was also included 

in the two-phase development plan. The 

independent living would be connected 

to the assisted living building and the two 

would share certain services, primarily 

the dining room and other meal services.

However, after the Oaks Senior Liv-

ing received conditional use approval, 

they moved forward with plans for the 

assisted living building, which was con-

structed and has been occupied for over 

ten years, but the independent living 

component was never built. According to 

Keller, the developer later subdivided the 

five-acre property to create a standalone 

parcel, which it planned to sell, and is the 

subject part of the implementation of the 

conditional use.

Although the five-acre tract is still 

owned by Oaks Senior Living, the prop-

erty is currently under contract and devel-

opment with Atlanta-based Landbridge 

Development, LLC, who subsequently 

submitted an application to rezone the 

property from general commercial to 

multi-family residential use, which re-

mains pending before the Braselton Town 

Council.

In addition to the rezoning application, 

principal of Landbridge Development 

Gary Hammond also requested an inter-

pretation by planning staff to see if the 

original conditional use approval grant-
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Proposed development 

Zoning appeal 

Braselton appeals board upholds 

denial for senior living community

Another request to annex 

and rezone a large tract of 

land on Josh Pirkle Rd. for a 

major project will be present-

ed publicly next month.

Pirkle Farms Development, 

LLC, requests that the City of 

Hoschton annex and rezone an 

aggregate 400 acres along the 

road for both light industrial 

and residential development. 

The Hoschton City Council 

will hold a public hearing 

over the requests on Dec. 20 

at 5:30 p.m. at Hoschton City 

Hall, 79 City Square.

A request to annex this 

property into nearby Bra-

selton for warehouses was 

made by a different develop-

er in 2018, but the Braselton 

Town Council rejected it fol-

lowing public pushback.

In this latest request, Pirkle 

Farms asks that 219 acres 

fronting the west side of Josh 

Pirkle Rd. and the Mulberry 

River be annexed and rezoned 

from agricultural rural farm 

district in Jackson County to 

light industrial to allow for 

1.36 million square feet of 

light industrial space.

Additionally, Pirkle Farms 

requests an annexation and 

rezoning for nearly 181 acres 

fronting the south side of Josh 

Pirkle Rd. from agricultural 

rural farm district in Jackson 

County and agricultural in 

Hoschton to a planned unit 

development (PUD) district 

zoning in Hoschton. The de-

velopment would consist of 

175 townhomes and 363 de-

tached single-family homes.

The parcels identified for 

this project are 120/001, 

120/001D, 120/001B and 

Large-scale project proposed again for Josh Pirkle Rd. property

See Appeal, page 2A

See Project, page 2A

•Public hearing, Hoschton 

City Hall, Dec. 20, 5:30 p.m., 79 

City Square
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A lineup of tractors were part of this year’s Christmas parade in downtown Braselton on Satur-

day (Nov. 20). See page 7A for more Braselton holiday celebration photos.

Christmas on parade 

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

The past will again 

come alive in Braselton, 

offering local history lov-

ers another reason to flock 

to the town’s green.

Braselton hosted a Me-

dieval faire last month and 

will continue with its his-

torically-themed festivals 

with a Renaissance fair 

this weekend (Nov. 27-28, 

10 a.m.-4 p.m.). A larg-

er-scale Medieval faire is 

already in the works for 

October 2022.

Spearheading this line 

of period-specific fes-

tivals is recently-hired 

Braselton Civic Center 

director Sloane Meyer, a 

self-described history en-

thusiast.

“I am a history geek in 

the biggest way and I love 

costumes, I love fairs, fes-

tivals that kind of thing, 

and there are a lot of peo-

ple that are interested in 

all of those things,” Meyer 

said.

Meyer said the popu-

lar Renaissance Faire in 

Atlanta is an “amazing 

event” but wanted to offer 

a closer, more economical 

option for local history 

enthusiasts. She saw that 

Braselton hosted many 

well-attended festivals 

throughout the year but 

•Renaissance faire, 

Braselton town green, Nov. 

27-28, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily 

Town continuing its historic-themed festivals 

with Renaissance faire this weekend

See Festival, page 3A

Braselton hosted a Medieval faire last month fea-

turing the Battle of Hastings. This weekend (Nov. 

27-28) the town will hold a Renaissance faire on the 

town green. 

Jackson 

County 

High 

School 

assistant 

principal 

Kendra 

Phillips is 

“slimed” 

by a 

group of 

students 

Friday 

(Nov. 19) 

as part of 

a JCHS 

pep rally. 

See more 

photos on 

Page 10A. 
Photo by Ben 

Munro
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