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By Mike & Alex Buffington
After months of wrangling, the Braselton 

Town Council approved Chateau Elan’s con-

troversial plans to build 68 townhomes and 

55 single-family homes. The action came at 

the council’s meeting Sept. 9.

The town’s planning board had previously 

twice recommended denial of Chateau Elan’s 

request to amend its master plan and for vari-

ances from several town development codes.

The proposed development also faced vo-

cal opposition from some Chateau Elan resi-

dents who didn’t want the company to turn its 

Par 3 golf course into housing, or to remove 

some vineyards in front of the resort’s winery 

for townhouses.

The unanimous town council vote to ap-

prove the projects came with an additional 

six conditions on top of around 20 conditions 

recommended earlier by the town’s planning 

director.

“We’ll have to look at the (new) condi-

tions and the impact and figure out what it 

all means,” said attorney Julie Sellers, who 

represents Chateau Elan.

Council member Peggy Slappey made 

the motion for the approval and outlined 

the additional conditions. Among those are 

additional vegetative buffer areas, a council 

review of the facade plans before the final 

plat is approved, and that no more than 25 

residences can be occupied before April 30, 

2021.

“It is evident that the Par 3 golf course 

cannot, and will not, remain a golf course, 

as much as all of us might like it to,” Slap-

pey said about one of the areas Chateau Elan 

plans to convert into housing. “Development 

of some nature will take place.”

Slappey also acknowledged that if the 

housing projects weren’t approved, Chateau 

Elan could potentially build additional hotels 

or other projects on the property without any 

approval by the town council.

“There are many potential types of uses 

that Chateau Elan Resorts could proceed 

with, potentially without coming before the 

mayor and council,” she said. “My prefer-

ence is always going to be to lean toward res-

idential homeownership.”

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Two Hoschton leaders at the center 

of a potential recall election are chal-

lenging the effort in court.

Hoschton mayor Theresa Kenerly 

and mayor pro tem Jim Cleveland 

filed petitions Sept. 6 to have a judge 

review the sufficiency of the grounds 

for the recall in the Superior Court 

of Jackson County. That action halts 

any progress on the recall movement 

until a court decision is made.

BACKGROUND

Kenerly allegedly removed the ap-

plication of a candidate for city ad-

ministrator because he is “black” and 

said the city wasn’t “ready for that.” 

In a news story, Cleveland defended 

Kenerly and added his views against 

interracial relationships.

The two have been heavily criti-

cized in the months following, with 

citizens coming to council meetings 

each month calling for their resigna-

tions.

Over 40 ethics complaints were 

also recently filed against both Ken-

erly and Cleveland, but the city has 

failed to take action on a revised 

ethics commission ordinance after 

the changes were proposed several 

months ago.

RECALL MOVEMENT

Meanwhile, several community 

members have begun to seek a recall 

election.

The group — led by chairperson 

Mary Morrison — recently crossed 

the first hurdle of the recall process, 

submitting applications for official 

recall petitions Sept. 3, with each 

application having over the required 

100 signatures.

The Jackson County Board of Elec-

tions met Sept. 6, voting unanimous-

ly to approve the legal sufficiency of 

the applications for the recall peti-

tions. There were 131 signatures on 

the application against Kenerly, and 

125 signatures against Cleveland.

That action started a 30-day clock 

for the recall movement to get signa-

tures from 30-percent of registered 

voters (about 430 signatures). But 

that clock was quickly stopped when 

Kenerly and Cleveland filed their pe-

titions in superior court later in the 

day on Sept. 6.

The filings have stopped the clock 

on the gathering of signatures to pe-

tition for a recall vote until a judge 

rules on the merits of the accusations 

on which the recall is based.

“It’s a very narrow challenge to 

look at the sufficiency of what is 

alleged in each application as to the 

malfeasance with reason for recall,” 

said elections board chair Eric Craw-

ford.

CITIZENS CONTINUE PUSH 

FOR RESIGNATION

Continued calls persist for Kenerly 

and Cleveland’s resignations, with 

multiple citizens speaking out at the 

Hoschton City Council meeting on 

Sept. 5.

Joe Vogt argued the two should 

have already resigned and criticized 

the council members’ silence in the 

months since the issue began.

Vogt specifically mentioned Ken-

erly’s failure to voice an opinion on 

Cleveland’s comments and wheth-

er she thought he should resign. (In 

the May 8 issue of this newspaper, 

Kenerly said she doesn’t agree with 

Cleveland’s comment. When asked 

whether she thought he should re-

sign, Kenerly said that he “will have 

to lead his own heart and figure this 

out, just like I’m going to have to.”)

There’s also been growing crit-

icism of council member Mindi 

Kiewert, who has been silent since 

the story broke. Residents Scott But-

ler and Erma Denney strongly criti-

cized Kiewert, who recently quali-

fied for re-election.

“Mindi, it would be delusional to 

think this community wants you to 

serve again when you failed us in 

such a miserable fashion,” said Den-

ney, adding Kiewert should be walk-

ing away in shame for her inaction.

Denney has been an active critic 

of Kenerly and Cleveland and has 

called for their resignation multiple 

times.

“…do us a favor and don’t ever ut-

ter the words, ‘I love my city,’” Den-

ney said to Cleveland and Kenerly 

on Sept. 5. “Because it is abundantly 

clear you do not because if you did, 

you wouldn’t still be sitting here 

keeping an open, gaping wound in 

our community.”

Denney is also a member of the 

elections board. The day after criti-

cizing Kenerly and Cleveland during 

public comment at the city council 

meeting, Denney made the motion to 

approve the application against Ken-

erly and seconded the motion against 

Cleveland.

At times during the Sept. 6 elec-

tions board meeting, Denney ap-

peared to be a champion of the recall 

effort rather than a neutral board 

member. She quizzed elections staff 

on rejected signatures and asked 

who had collected those signatures; 

confirmed the paperwork was ready 

immediately for recall sponsors; 

Kenerly, Cleveland challenge recall

Jackson County Board of Elections member Erma Denney looks over the details of a rejected signa-

ture on the recall petition application.

LongHorn Steakhouse 

will open in Braselton on 

Tuesday, Sept. 17.

The restaurant will hold a 

“lasso cutting” at 2 p.m. to 

celebrate its opening day.

The 5,465-square-foot 

restaurant is located at 2700 

Hwy. 211. It will seat more 

than 180 guests and is led 

by managing partner Todd 

Haskell.

LongHorn to open Sept. 17

Braselton is seeking input for its upcoming comprehen-

sive plan update.

“The Town of Braselton, Georgia has hired a consultant 

team to develop the Town’s 20-year Comprehensive Plan 

Update,” according to a news release. “The goal is to up-

date the existing 2030 Comprehensive Plan to create a 20-

year policy document that guides the future growth of the 

town and promotes the needs, goals, and objectives of the 

community.”

An online survey is available at https://tsw-design.type 

form.com/to/FhsjDZ.

The town also plans a visioning workshop on Sept. 17 at 

6 p.m. in the community room.

For more information, visit braseltoncompplan.com

Braselton seeks input 

on comprehensive plan

Get up close and personal with creatures that slither and 

crawl at Elachee’s 27th annual Snake Day.

This seasonal nature education festival is a family-friend-

ly event. Attendees can visit with nearly two dozen region-

al herpetological experts who entertain audiences with live 

demonstrations of exotic species of snakes, alligators, liz-

ards, turtles, tortoises, toads and frogs.

The 2019 Snake Day will be Saturday, Sept. 14, from 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Admission is $10 per person (2 years old and older) and 

$5 per person for Elachee members. Free shuttles are avail-

able from the designated parking area.

Elachee Nature Science Center is located at 2125 Elachee 

Dr., Gainesville.

For more information, call 770-535-1976.

Additional details on Snake Day — including exhibitors, 

vendors and other highlights — can be found at elachee.

org/public-programs/special-events/snake-day/

Snake Day coming up 

Sept. 14 at Elachee

A family fantasy-adventure movie, Dumbo, will be pre-

sented by the Braselton Visitors Bureau on Saturday, Sept. 

14, at dusk.

Shown on the big screen at Town Green and free to the 

public, the 2019-released movie runs two hours and is rat-

ed PG.

“Fans will love the storyline,” organizers state. “A new-

born elephant, whose oversized ears enable him to fly, 

helps save a struggling Medici Brothers Circus. But when 

the circus plans a new venture, Dumbo and his friends 

learn of dark secrets beneath its shining veneer. It’s an in-

credibly warm story about a mother’s love for her child 

starring Colin Farrell, Michael Keaton, Danny Devito and 

Eva Green.”

Patrons are encouraged to bring chairs or blankets and 

use the free parking at the town’s new parking deck. Con-

cessions will be available.

‘Dumbo’ to screen 

on Town Green

See Recall, page 5A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Hoschton residents are 

fed up with continued de-

lays on a trash pickup con-

tract.

Several citizens spoke 

about the issue at the 

Hoschton City Council 

meeting Sept. 5. The city’s 

garbage pickup contract 

has been left unresolved 

since April. (An inter-

im company was brought 

in for trash pickup in the 

meantime.)

City administrator Dale 

Hall said they’re still work-

ing on a new request for 

proposals (RFP) for the 

city’s trash pickup.

“It’s a lot deeper than 

you might consider this be-

cause the financial implica-

tions of this are a concern,” 

Hall said.

He added there are cost 

implications for a number 

of details, from the color of 

the bins and pickup date, to 

the ownership of the cans 

(city vs. garbage compa-

ny). Hall said the original 

RFP did not address those 

issues.

“And the bids that came 

back were apples and 

oranges,” he said. “We 

couldn’t justify that.”

He said the new bid re-

quests will be “locked-

down tight” and anticipates 

having the information 

ready for the council in the 

next week or two.

But residents questioned 

why there’s been such a 

Residents fed up with trash delays

See Hoschton, page 5A

Braselton approves Chateau Elan plans

See Braselton, page 5A


