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The Jackson County 

School System is making 

plans to “phase-in” middle 

and high school students to 

in-person classes following 

the Christmas break.

During a meeting of the 

Jackson County Board of 

Education last week, school 

leaders outlined plans for 

a phased-in return to class 

due to an anticipated high 

rate of Covid spread during 

the holidays.

The plan revolves around 

alternating in-person learn-

ing days with middle and 

high school students with 

two days a week being 

in-person and three days a 

week attending class by re-

mote learning.

How long the alternat-

ing plan would be in effect 

will depend on updated 

data about the virus’ spread 

during January.

The large December 

uptick in overall commu-

nity spread of Covid led 

the school system to stop 

in-person classes last week 

and move to remote learn-

ing until the holiday break 

begins on Dec. 21.

Superintendent April 

Howard said the virus had 

hit a large number of teach-

ers, substitutes, bus drivers 

and other school personnel 

making in-person classes 

almost impossible.

“There’s been a signifi-

cant increase in the spread 

rate and the unfortunate 

thing is, the spread rate has 

hit our adults in our build-

ings more than students,” 

she said.

Howard said one of the 

problems is a declining 

lack of compliance with the 

wearing of masks by middle 

and high school students. 

While the system doesn’t 

mandate mask-wearing 

at this point, Howard said 

school leaders are “gong to 

have to tighten-up on stu-

dents wearing a mask.”

She said that based on 

experience from Halloween 

and Thanksgiving, school 

leaders expect the rate of 

community spread of the vi-

rus to be exacerbated during 

the Christmas break from 

travel and other kinds of 

out-of-school holiday con-

tact.

System leaders will eval-

uate updated Covid data 

on Dec. 31 to make a final 

announcement about the 

phase-in, she said.

THE PLAN

The idea behind the alter-

nating in-person class plan 

is to lower the number of 

students in school buildings, 

Howard said.

Social distancing in 

Jackson schools planning for phased-in return after holidays

See Schools, page 7A

The rate of confirmed 

Covid cases continues 

to spiral up in Jackson 

County with new highs 

set over the last week.

As of Dec. 14, the 

county had a two-week 

case rate of 969 cases per 

100,000 people, the sec-

ond highest rate in North-

east Georgia.

On Dec. 11, the county 

set a new one-day high 

with 73 confirmed cases.

The county’s positive 

rate over the last two 

weeks also remains high 

at 18.1% of tests proving 

to be positive, a rate high-

er than the overall state 

rate of 12.5%.

Covid rates 

set new highs 

in county

A Jefferson company 

will have a part to play in 

the upcoming distribution 

of a vaccine for the Coro-

navirus.

Foam Fabricators, 

which has a plant in Jef-

ferson, will be making 

expanded polystyrene 

(EPS) shipping containers 

to transport doses of the 

virus. The national com-

pany also manufactured 

distribution support in 

County 

firm part 

of vaccine 

distribution 

logistics
Arcade city councilman 

and fireman Shane Cox 

was killed in the early 

morning hours of Dec. 9 in 

a wreck on Hwy. 129 by-

pass.

Services were held at 

Woodbine Cemetery in Jef-

ferson at 11 a.m. Saturday, 

Dec. 12.

According to the Geor-

gia State Patrol, Cox was 

killed around 4:45 a.m. 

while traveling north on 

Hwy. 129 and ran into the 

back of a log truck near the 

intersection with Galilee 

Church Rd. The truck had 

reportedly just turned on 

the bypass off of Galilee 

Church Rd.

Cox was driving a 2012 

SuperDuty Ford F-150. 

The log truck was driven 

by Dwayne Isaac Ballard, 

39, of Winder.

“The driver of the trac-

tor-trailer complained of 

minor injuries, but was 

not transported from the 

scene,” said a GSP report. 

No charges are expected to 

be filed.

According to the Arcade 

City Council website, Cox 

and his family had lived in 

Arcade for over six years. 

He was the founder and 

Arcade city councilman, 

fireman killed in wreck

Photos courtesy Arcade Fire

Services were held for Arcade city councilman and fireman Shane Cox at 
Woodbine Cemetery in Jefferson at 11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 12.

FIREMAN COX

See Cox, page 7A

A decision from the 

International Trade Com-

mission between SK Bat-

tery and competitor LG 

Chem has again been de-

layed.

According to the Ko-

rean Herald, the ITC re-

scheduled its ruling until 

Feb. 10 from Dec. 10. It’s 

the third time a decision 

has been delayed by the 

ITC, the first one being in 

October.

According to the news-

paper report, SK viewed 

the move as being positive 

for its case.

“As the lawsuit drags on 

to the next year, it is our 

hope that both companies 

make wise decisions to 

end this dispute as soon as 

possible to address uncer-

tainties and focus on each 

other’s businesses,” an SK 

Innovation official said.

The ITC is reviewing 

ITC delays ruling on 

SK suit until Feb.

Balloting in Georgia’s 

two high-profile U.S. 

Senate races began this 

week with early voting 

in Jackson County.

Some 1,202 people 

voted the first day, said 

elections director Jenni-

fer Logan.

Early voting is being 

held at the county’s elec-

tion’s office on Gordon 

Street in Jefferson.

Early voting will 

be from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

weekdays Dec. 14-18; 

Dec. 21-23; and Dec. 

28-31.

Saturday early vot-

ing will be held Dec. 19 

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

There are three races 

on the ballot: Incumbent 

Republican Sen. David 

Perdue faces Democrat 

Jon Ossoff; incumbent 

GOP Sen. Kelly Loeffler 

faces Democrat Raphael 

Warnock; and incumbent 

Republican PSC mem-

ber Lauren “Bubba” Mc-

Donald faces Democrat 

Early voting opens

After a delay of several 

months due to the Covid 

virus, operation of speed-

ing cameras around Jef-

ferson City Schools will 

begin Dec. 16.

According to the Jeffer-

son Police Department, 

vehicles traveling 11 mph 

over the speed limit in the 

school zones will receive 

a warning citation in the 

mail.

Starting Feb. 1, citations 

will carry a fine of $100 to 

$150.

The Jefferson City 

Council approved the au-

tomated speeding cameras 

last year following a sur-

vey that showed a large 

number of people were 

speeding in area school 

zones.

Jefferson school speed 

cameras to start this week

David and Shirley White’s house is decorat-
ed for Christmas on Waterwheel Dr., Commerce. 
Submit your Christmas decoration photos to  
mike@mainstreetnews.com.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS IN COMMERCE

A proposed gas sta-

tion, store and restau-

rant in South Jackson is 

getting pushback from 

some area residents.

The proposed project 

is slated to come be-

fore the Jackson County 

Planning Commission 

Dec. 17.

The commercial proj-

ect is slated to be lo-

cated on Hwy. 129 at 

Brock Rd.

A restaurant project 

for the property was 

turned down by the 

Jackson County Board 

of Commissioners last 

year.

South Jackson com-

munity activist Babs 

McDonald has issued a 

call to area residents to 

oppose the project. Babs 

is a leader in the activist 

group Citizens for South 

Jackson which has long 

opposed commercial 

development in the area.

Babs said in a recent 

email to area residents 

that the proposed de-

velopment lies outside 

four commercial nodes 

established by the coun-

ty along Hwy. 129 in 

South Jackson during 

the recent comprehen-

sive plan update.

She also said the proj-

ect would create danger-

ous traffic conditions in 

the area due to the lack 

of a median cut-through 

at the location.

“Increased traffic on 

Lebanon Church, Bel-

lamy, and Brock Roads 

will destroy the rural 

feel of that neighbor-

hood and decrease the 

safety of those rural 

roads,” she said. “This 

proposed development 

would set up a situation 

where commercial traf-

fic must U-turn on Rt. 

129 cut-throughs, which 

is an unsafe option.”

Group opposed to SJ 

commercial project
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