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Gov. Brian Kemp said Monday, April 13, 

he is “ready for” the day when Georgia’s 

economy can be fully restarted without re-

strictions. But he added that his adminis-

tration right now is focusing its efforts on 

continuing to ramp up the state’s corona-

virus testing capacity and preparing for an 

anticipated surge in COVID-19 patients as 

the projected statewide peak inches closer.

Georgia remains under a mandatory shel-

ter-in-place order, which it has been under 

since April 3, through April 30. Kemp ex-

tended the order last week from the original 

expiration date of April 13, aligning with 

the Trump administration’s current “stop 

the spread” guidelines date.

President Trump has spoken about “re-

opening” the country as early as May 1, 

while governors around the country have 

talked about coordinated regional ap-

proaches for reopening some businesses.

Kemp said during a press conference at 

the state Capitol that there are too many 

moving parts to determine a firm date right 

now.

“I think a lot of people are thinking about 

that,” Kemp said when asked about the 

state’s plans for easing restrictions in com-

parison to other states. “I would tell people 

right now our focus is on surge capacity 

and our ability to test more people. I think 

we’re going to need that when we go back 

to work. When you look at other states, 

we’re a little behind the curve for when our 

peak is going to be. We need to focus on the 

mission at hand.”

As of 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 14, there were 

14,578 confirmed cases and 524 deaths in 

the state, according to latest figures from 

the Georgia Department of Public Health. 

Those numbers included 65 confirmed 

cases and three deaths in Barrow County. 

More than 900 newly-confirmed cases and 

44 additional deaths were confirmed Tues-

day, and eight more cases in Barrow were 

confirmed. 

The DPH also reported an additional 156 

hospitalizations around the state Tuesday, 

bringing the statewide total to 2,858 (19.6 

percent of confirmed cases). The depart-

ment has not released any data on the num-

ber of patients who have recovered from the 

virus or the number of hospitalizations by 

county.

The numbers are expected to get worse 

with the state not projected now to hit its 

peak in cases, demand on hospital resourc-

es and daily death totals until some time be-

tween April 26 and May 3. That could very 

well lead to an extension of the stay-at-

home order as well as the statewide emer-

gency declaration that is currently in effect 

through May 13.

And Barrow County and the broader 

northeast Georgia region could see a later 

peak than May 3. Supriya Mannepalli, chair 

of Northeast Georgia Medical Center’s In-

fection Prevention and Control Committee, 

said the Northeast Georgia Health System’s 

current modeling suggests a mid-May peak 

Kemp prioritizes focus on surge capacity, more testing

65 confirmed cases 
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statewide death toll 
surpasses 500
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Georgia’s primary elec-

tion, including the presiden-

tial preference primary, has 

been postponed three weeks 

to June 9 amid the corona-

virus pandemic, Secretary 

of State Brad Raffensperger 

announced April 9.

The general primary elec-

tion had been scheduled for 

May 19 and the presidential 

primary originally sched-

uled for March 24 had been 

pushed back to that date as 

well as the virus began its 

spread across Georgia.

But Raffensperger said 

the primary needed to be 

delayed again out of health 

concerns for voters and poll 

workers if early voting had 

begun April 27 as planned. 

Early voting is now sched-

uled to begin May 18 and 

the voter registration dead-

line is May 11.

The announcement came 

a day after Gov. Brian Kemp 

extended the statewide pub-

lic health emergency dec-

laration until May 13 and 

extended the statewide shel-

ter-in-place order through 

the end of April.

Primary 
postponed 
to June 9
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The Barrow County 

Board of Commission-

ers approved a hazard pay 

plan for its frontline first 

responders Tuesday, April 

14, amid the coronavirus 

pandemic, along with a pan-

demic illness personnel pol-

icy that outlines procedures 

for those workers who be-

come sick or are potentially 

exposed to the virus.

Under the hazard pay 

plan, 182 eligible Barrow 

County Emergency Ser-

vices employees and sher-

iff’s deputies will receive an 

additional $250 per month 

per pay period during the 

duration of the statewide 

emergency period (which 

currently runs through 

May 13) and any other lo-

cal emergency declaration. 

They will also receive an ad-

ditional 25 hours per month 

of paid time off during the 

emergency period in the 

event they become sick and 

are not able to work.

The plan is expected 

to cost over $45,500 per 

month with a three-month 

projected cost of more than 

$136,500. The first pay-

ments will be made April 

22, county manager Mike 

Renshaw said.

The plan will be paid for 

primarily through the coun-

ty’s General Fund contin-

gency funds, which current-

ly total $273,400.

“The intent of those 

funds is to address any un-

anticipated expenses we 

may have,” Renshaw told 

the board, “and I think you 

would all would agree this 

pandemic is certainly one of 

those (situations).”

Renshaw said that as of 

April 8, at least four BCES 

first responders and four 

sheriff’s deputies had been 

required to undergo test-

ing after possible recent 

exposures to COVID-19, 

and all the test results had 

returned negative. Those 

numbers did not account 

for a Barrow County De-

tention Center corrections 

officer, who told The Bar-

row News-Journal she test-

ed positive for COVID-19 

last month and spent three 

days in an Athens hospital. 

She has been isolated at her 
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‘The worst is still to come’
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Northeast Georgia Medical 

Center Barrow, along with the 

four-hospital Northeast Georgia 

Health System in general, is man-

aging its capacity “well” currently 

amid the coronavirus pandemic, 

hospital officials said this week. 

But they cautioned that could 

change “very quickly” as hospitals 

around Georgia prepare for a surge 

of patients with the virus projected 

to peak in the state over the next 

month.

“The big concern we all have is 

the uncertainty of what’s to come 

in the weeks ahead,” said Dr. Su-

priya Mannepalli, chair of NG-

MC’s Infection Prevention and 

Control Committee.

As of 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 14, 

there were 14,578 confirmed cas-

es in the state and 524 deaths had 

been reported from COVID-19, 

the disease the novel coronavirus 

causes. 

In Barrow County, 65 cases had 

been confirmed and three deaths 

had been reported as of the latest 

update by the Georgia Department 

of Public Health. 

During a press conference Mon-

day, April 13, Gov. Brian Kemp 

said the latest projected peak dates 

for cases, demand on hospital re-

sources and daily deaths statewide, 

according to the models most often 

cited by state officials, range be-

tween April 26 and May 3. 

But as different parts of the 

country hit their peaks at different 

times, it’s also likely different parts 

of Georgia will as well. NGMC of-

ficials are not expecting the virus 

to reach its peak in the northeast 

Georgia region until mid-May.

“That means the worst of this 

pandemic is still to come in our 

communities,” Mannepalli said, 

“and it reinforces why it’s so im-

portant for people to continue to 

stay home as much as possible and 

wear masks while they’re out in 

public. 

“That’s the only way to try to re-

duce the threat.”

Sunita Singh, public relations 

manager for NGMC Barrow, said 

the Northeast Georgia Health Sys-

tem’s projection model takes into 

account “the specific demograph-

ics and current case trends” of the 

system’s 5,000-square-mile ser-

vice area in determining when the 

virus may peak in the region.

“We have a team that consistent-

ly revisits our projections to help 

us adjust resources and staffing to 

meet the need,” Singh said.

IMPACT ON THE SYSTEM

Several NGMC officials re-

sponded Monday to written ques-

tions from The Barrow News-Jour-

nal about the impact of the virus on 

the hospital system.

While he didn’t specify total 

numbers at each hospital and cau-

tioned that “the numbers change 

hour-to-hour,” NGMC Barrow 

president Chad Hatfield said that 

over the last two weeks the Bar-

row, Braselton, Gainesville and 

Dahlonega branches have seen and 

been treating in the range of 140-

160 patients who have either been 

confirmed to have or were suspect-

ed of having COVID-19.

Last month, the health system 

opened mobile units in Gaines-

ville and Braselton to prepare for a 

surge in patients. And the hospitals 

have delayed elective procedures 

and urged the public to take advan-

tage of remote video doctors’ visits 

and appointments in non-emergen-

cy situations.

Hatfield said NGMC Barrow has 

seen its volume of patients in the 

emergency department and hospi-

tal beds cut roughly in half since 

those measures were implemented 

and the other hospitals in the sys-

tem are seeing a similar dip.

NGMC Barrow officials say hospital managing capacity 
well, but prepare for mid-May virus peak in region
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Northeast Georgia Medical Center Barrow employees are asking people to “stay at home” amid the 
coronavirus pandemic as the Northeast Georgia Health System and hospitals around the state prepare 
for an expected surge in patients as the projected peak inches closer.
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