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By Morgan Ervin

Two applications seeking to 

rezone roughly 12 acres from 

residential into two separate 

zoning districts to accomodate 

a proposed mixed-use devel-

opment at the corner of Atlanta 

Highway and the west side of 

Mulberry Street returned to the 

Statham City Council this month 

after both applications were ta-

bled Nov. 16 due to significant 

pushback from nearby property 

owners.

The applicant, Presidential 

Oaks Properties, LLC., and 

property owner Margaret Ann 

Hamway seek to rezone nine 

out of roughly 12 acres into 

multi-family residential (MFR) 

to allow for 56 fee-simple town-

homes and rezone the remaining 

2.6 acres into highway business 

(HB) to allow for commercial 

use.

After both applications re-

ceived significant pushback from 

neighboring property owners on 

Mulberry Street concerned about 

traffic conditions in November, 

the applicant returned to the 

council’s work session Dec. 9 

with a revised plan meeting the 

recommendations of the city’s 

consulting planner, Jerry Weitz.

The revisions to the site plan 

removed the entrance on Mul-

berry Street so the only access to 

the development is from Atlanta 

Highway. In a memorandum to 

the city, Weitz concluded ac-

cess should be limited to Atlanta 

Highway due to the “substandard 

condition” of Mulberry Street, 

which he said is “inappropriate” 

for additional traffic.

In addition to changing the ac-

cess location, the applicant also 

agreed to donate a right of way 

to the city, a 20-foot landscape 

buffer around the entire perime-

ter of the development and along 

the border at Mulberry Street, a 

privacy fence along the southern 

portion of the site and reduce the 

total units from 62 to 56.

The 2.6 acres being proposed 

as highway business zoning for 

commercial use consists of three 

tracts fronting Atlanta Highway. 

After the previous meeting, the 

applicant requested to rezone 

one of the three tracts into of-

fice-institutional zoning per the 

recommendation of Weitz.

Still, those opposed to the de-

velopment weren’t satisfied with 

the revisions presented by the 

applicant’s legal council Adam 

Rosen. Lingering concerns over 

the development’s impact on 

water use and traffic on Atlanta 

Highway were brought up by 

property owners who don’t be-

lieve the city has the infrastruc-

ture to accommodate another 

development.

“I just don’t think it makes 

sense for Statham right now,” 

said Phyllis Wells. “It’s just too 

The Supreme Court of Georgia has 

upheld a murder conviction and life sen-

tence for a man who shot and killed his 

neighbor and his dog in July 2017.

Larry Bates, an Auburn man, was con-

victed of malice murder in 2019 and sen-

tenced to life in prison plus 10 years.

Bates, then 46, shot and killed his 

neighbor from across the street, Paul 

Wilson, 44, a little after 1 a.m. on July 

2, 2017, while Wilson was walking one 

of the family dogs, Scooter, on Crest 

Pointe Court in Auburn. Wilson had just 

returned home, where he and his wife, 

Beth, lived with her parents, from work-

ing at a restaurant in Lawrenceville. Beth 

heard the gunshots and ran from their 

home and found her husband and the 

dog shot to death. Bates walked past her 

during the incident and was yelling at her, 

Beth Wilson said at the time.

The murder followed a weeks-long 

dispute between Bates and the Wilsons as 

Bates repeatedly alleged that Scooter and 

the Wilsons’ other dog, which escaped 

and ran home during the shooting, were 

defecating in his yard.

The Wilsons denied that allegation, but 

Paul had offered to pick up any dog feces 

in the yard in an attempt to ease tensions.

Bates later confessed to Auburn police 

that he shot Wilson and the dog because 

he believed the dogs were defecating in 

his yard.

Murder 
conviction, 
life sentence 
upheld for 
Auburn man

Statham residents 
continue to push back on 
multi-use development 

Infrastructure 

State Supreme Court

Zoning issue

By Morgan Ervin

Statham’s journey toward 

water independence has prov-

en that when it comes to water 

matters in a growing city, noth-

ing worth doing is ever easy — 

or cheap.

As the Hillman Park well 

development project moves 

forward, Ground-Water Ser-

vices, Inc. has requested an ad-

ditional $50,000 to $70,000 to 

cover unexpected costs. That’s 

in addition to the $425,000 the 

city already allocated for the 

project in its approved 2022 

budget. Moving forward, the 

city plans to use American 

Rescue Plan Act funds to cover 

additional costs.

Statham’s current ground-

water exploration project 

was revisited by the Statham 

City Council during a special 

called meeting prior to its reg-

ular work session Dec. 9. The 

council called the meeting 

to vote on a change of order 

proposal received Dec. 3 from 

Ground-Water Services pro-

posing additional funds to cov-

er nearly a dozen unexpected 

tasks necessary for completion 

of the well project at Hill-

man-Rainwater Park.

According to the proposal, 

each task is contingent upon fa-

vorable results of the pumping 

sampling and each subsequent 

task thereafter. As of Dec. 9, 

the water quality and overall 

viability of the Hillman-Rain-

water park location as a water 

source remains unknown.

Some skepticism exists 

among council members over 

the viability of the site who be-

lieve more testing seems like 

a gamble. However, the only 

other option would be to move 

to a new location, which could 

potentially be more costly 

given the possibility the same 

problems could happen.

Despite some hesitancy, the 

council voted in favor of the 

change order in a narrow 3-2 

vote. Dissenting voters were 

councilwoman Hattie Thrash-

er and councilman Bill Mc-

Cormic.
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Barrow County School’s Department of Transportation won Mayor David Maynard’s “Mayor’s 
Choice Award” at the 73rd-annual Winder Christmas parade. 

WINDER CHRISTMAS PARADE HELD

See Development, page 3A

By Mike Buffington

Barrow County leaders got a first look 

at one of their big projects this week with 

a presentation of plans for updating the 

county courthouse and jail.

Silling Architects presented prelimi-

nary plans to expand both facilities to the 

Barrow County Board of Commissioners 

on Dec. 13.

Once completed, the project will add 

three more courtrooms to the judicial cen-

ter bringing the total to nine. That project 

will require some remodeling of existing 

facilities as well as an addition to the cen-

ter.

The project will also add 188 beds to 

the county jail and other necessary sup-

port service areas to accommodate addi-

tional inmates.

Both projects are being driven by the 

county’s rapid population growth and 

pressure on existing jail and judicial infra-

structure.

The cost of the projects will be around 

$38 million and paid for from SPLOST 

funds approved in November by county 

voters.

In a related move, the BOC approved a 

$13,000 budget amendment from the jail 

fund to cover part of the cost of that study.

ZONING ACTIONS

In zoning business, the BOC:

• denied a rezoning from R-1 to AG 

BOC gets 
look at jail, 
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Board of Commissioners

See BOC, page 1A

By Scott Thompson

Isaiah Berry, the Barrow County 

commissioner representing District 4, 

has died. He was 74.

Berry, who passed away late 

Wednesday night/early Thursday 

morning, was a native of Sarasota, 

Florida, and moved to Barrow County 

in 1974. He spent years as an educa-

tor and coach in the Barrow County 

School System, including with the 

football and track and field programs 

at Winder-Barrow High School.

Berry was elected to the county 

board of commissioners in 2004 and 

had served on the board since being 

sworn-in in January 2005. He fended 

off a Republican primary challenge for 

his seat in May 2018 and won re-elec-

tion without opposition to a fifth term 

that November. His current term was 

set to expire at the end of 2022.

“After living here for 30 years, my 

heart and love for the citizens of this 

county grew, which increased my de-

sire to serve the district in which I live,” 

Berry told the Barrow News-Journal 

in 2018, recalling why he first decided 

to get involved in local politics. “By 

seeking the office of county commis-

sioner, I felt that I could help the cit-

izens by listening and following up 

on their concerns, by helping them to 

understand the policies of the county, 

and then presenting the concerns of the 

citizens to the commission.”

BOC chairman Pat Graham on 

Thursday described Berry as a “truly 

remarkable individual and a beloved 

member of our community.”

“As a commissioner, he was always 

focused on how the decisions he made 

would impact the citizens of our com-

munity,” Graham said. “Policies, pro-

grams, and projects that touched the 

lives of children were always quick to 

gain his interest and his support. It was 

a pleasure to serve alongside Isaiah. 

His knowledge, his kind nature and his 

genuine caring for people were gifts 

he generously shared with all of us. He 

will be greatly missed.”

Barrow Co. commissioner Isaiah Berry dies

ISAIAH BERRYSee Berry, page 3A


