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By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

Around 460 new homes 

could start going up in the 

West Jackson area after two 

rezonings got the green light 

from the Jackson County 

Board of Commissioners on 

Nov. 18.

The largest project is 

slated for 308 single-fam-

ily houses on 130 acres on 

Gum Springs Church Rd. 

The project was rezoned 

from A-2 to R-2 and a spe-

cial use for a master plan 

subdivision was also ap-

proved for the project.

Developer Barry Lord 

said the project would be 

done in phases over several 

years.

One person spoke in op-

position to the rezoning, 

citing concerns about traf-

fic and population increase. 

The development is across 

the road from the large 

Traditions community and 

not far from West Jackson 

Middle School and Gum 

Springs Elementary School.

The second major resi-

dential rezoning approved 

by the BOC on Nov. 18 

was for 89 acres at 8308 

Hwy. 53 Braselton for 151 

single-family houses. The 

project is being done by 

McKinley Homes.

The BOC amended one 

condition for the project 

that would allow developers 

to have 70 percent contigu-

ous greenspace rather than 

75 percent. When McKinley 

filed for the rezoning, the 

county didn’t have the 75 

percent regulation in place.

OTHER  

REZONING ACTION

In other rezonings, the 

BOC approved:

• rezoning 2.3 acres at 

5799 Maysville Rd. Com-

merce from A-2 to CRC 

(commercial) as requested 

by Nelson Merlos.

• rezoning .8 acres at 8188 

Hwy. 53 Braselton from 

NRC to HRC (both com-

mercial uses) for Stovall & 

Company, Inc.

• rezoning 3.66 acres 

at the corner of Thyati-

ra-Brockton Rd. and Wilhite 

Rd. Jefferson from A-2 to 

M-H to subdivide the prop-

erty into two lots as request-

ed by Christina Blalock.

460 new houses OK’ed for West Jackson

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

The Supreme Court of Georgia 

has denied an appeal by Hoschton 

mayor Theresa Kenerly, challeng-

ing a decision made in a local 

court that allowed the recall effort 

against her to move forward.

Kenerly came under fire in May 

for reportedly not including a 

candidate for city administrator 

because he is black and she didn’t 

think the city was “ready for that.” 

In a news story, mayor pro tem 

Jim Cleveland defended Kenerly 

and expressed his views against 

interracial relationships.

The backlash against the two 

public officials was swift, with 

citizens filing numerous ethics 

complaints and calling for their 

resignations. When that didn’t 

happen, a group of citizens began 

pursuing a recall.

Both Kenerly and Cleveland 

challenged the effort in the Supe-

rior Court of Jackson County, but 

visiting Judge David Sweat ruled 

they could both move forward. In 

response, Kenerly’s attorney filed 

an appeal with the Supreme Court 

of Georgia in October, but the re-

quest was denied.

RECALL  

MOVING FORWARD

Meanwhile, the recall effort 

Kenerly 

appeal denied

Early voting is coming up for 

the Dec. 3 Braselton Town Coun-

cil District 1 runoff election. In-

cumbent Becky Richardson faces 

challenger Richard Mayberry in 

that election.

Early voting will be held Nov. 

25-27 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

On Election Day, Dec. 3, polls 

will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Both early and Election Day 

voting will be held in the Bra-

selton Police and Municipal 

Court building at 5040 Hwy. 53, 

Braselton.

Early voting 

nears for 

Braselton runoff

Submitted by Joel Logan

The new Jackson County Agricultural Facility is starting to take shape. The 
facility is slated to open in 2020 and will be used for a variety of community 
events and ag shows. The Jackson County Board of Commissioners is in the 
process of naming an oversight committee for the venue.

AG FACILITY MAKING PROGRESS

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Jefferson leaders will soon make a decision 

on automated speed cameras in school zones, 

an issue on which opinion continues to be di-

vided.

The city council will vote on the matter 

Nov. 25. The devices, using lasers, would de-

tect speeding infractions in these areas and 

automatically cite violators. The state recently 

passed a law allowing such automated technol-

ogy to be placed in school zones.

After another lengthy discussion over the 

matter Nov.18, the council agreed to wait a 

week before voting to allow more time for a 

decision.

“I’m trying to figure out what my constitu-

ents want, and I’m for the (police) chief and 

I’m for our police department,” councilman Jon 

Howell said. “I am torn right now, so I want 

some time to pray about it, to research it and 

come back with an informed decision.”

The issue has been debated since city police 

chief Joe Wirthman asked last month that the 

city contract with Blue Line Solutions for the 

cameras to curb speeding in school zones. He 

said he met with other companies, but chose 

Blue Line because he found it to be the sole 

provider of laser technology to detect speeds, 

which he believes to be a higher-quality system.

Under the agreement, the city would retain 

65 percent of the revenue from paid fines with 

the remaining 35 percent going to Blue Line. A 

minimum two-year contract with the company 

is required. A motorist would not receive a tick-

et unless speeding at 11 mph or faster through 

a school zone during school hours on school 

days. Fines would be considered civil fines and 

not count towards points on a motorist’s driv-

ing record. Every ticket must first be approved 

by the Jefferson Police Department. A digital 

display would be placed 500 feet before the 

school zone, alerting motorists of their speed. 

Additionally, signs would alert motorists of all 

speed camera zones. The department will also 

provide a 30-45 day educational period before 

citations begin.

According to city attorney Ronnie Hopkins, 

who is also the Jefferson Board of Education 

chairman, the school system “has no objection” 

to the speed cameras.

The council heard from the public on the is-

sue Nov. 18 as 10 city residents addressed the 

council. More citizens spoke against the tech-

nology rather than for it.

Decision on school 

zone speed cameras 

slated for next week

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

An oversight board has been created to 

oversee the operations of the county’s new 

agriculture facility when construction is 

completed in 2020.

The Jackson County Board of Commis-

sioners approved creating the board at its 

Nov. 18 meeting.

Named to the oversight board were: Mar-

ty Clark as chairman (Clark has overseen 

the construction planning for the project 

and led a group to raise private funds to 

help pay for it); Josh Whitworth, Young 

Farmer coordinator for Jackson County; 

Robin Wilson of Rocking W Angus Farm 

in Commerce; David Callaway, agricultural 

instructor at Jefferson City School System; 

Michael Cronic, member of the Jackson 

County Board of Education; Denise Tem-

ple, officer manager of the Jackson County 

Farm Bureau; Phil Page, cattle and swine 

producer in West Jackson; April Davis, 

Commerce City School System agricultural 

teacher; and the Jackson County Coopera-

tive Extension Agent as an ex-officio mem-

ber of the board.

In a related action, the BOC approved a 

$40,000 change order to the construction of 

the ag facility to upgrade 270 small animal 

gates for easier use.

 

OTHER ACTION

In other action on Nov. 18, the BOC vot-

ed to:

• terminate its misdemeanor probation 

services contract with C.S.R.A. Probation 

Services and move the contract to South-

east Corrections. The move comes at the 

request of judges in the Piedmont Judicial 

Circuit and is supported by the Jackson 

County and Barrow County sheriffs’ offic-

es. If approved, the move will change on 

Jan. 1, 2020.

• approve a list of roads totaling 10 miles 

of roads to be repaved in 2020 with a com-

bination of local and state funding. Jackson 

County plans to use SPLOST proceeds for 

its share of the cost.

• approve transfering the right-of-way 

for Bana Rd. to the City of Commerce. The 

road is a planned industrial development 

road that has not been built by the coun-

ty, but is now needed for the large Band 

85 (Rooker) project near the I-85 and the 

Commerce-Maysville interchange. The 

project is in the City of Commerce and the 

city needs the county-owned right-of-way 

to build the road for that project.

• approve the annual state funding assis-

tance application for the county’s transit 

system and a routine update to the system’s 

Title VI plan.

• name Brad Morris to another six-year 

term on the Jackson County Board of 

Health.

• approve updating the county’s alcohol 

ordinance to match the state code. The vote 

was 4-1 with commissioner Marty Sea-

graves dissenting.

BOC creates ag oversight board

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

Commerce may create an ordinance regulating the use 

of golf carts.

That was the focus of a town hall meeting Wednesday, 

Nov. 13, that attracted more than 20 people, including 

all the city council members and the mayor.

Mayor Clark Hill said a number of city residents have 

asked him about the use of carts.

Police chief Zach Ardis said the state requires local 

governments to pass an ordinance and until that is done, 

use of golf carts locally is illegal.

One woman who attended quarreled with his inter-

pretation, saying the state ordinance allows the use of 

the carts now, but allows a local ordinance to further 

regulate their use.

Golf cart use  

discussed in 

Commerce
The Commerce City 

Council unanimously 

agreed on street paving for 

2020 and heard from one 

woman who complained 

about the paving in Brent-

wood subdivision.

The council approved 13 

road projects that total about 

2.8 miles to be paved.

The roads selected for 

paving in 2020 are from all 

five city wards.

The council appoved:

Ward I: West Cordes 

Place from Homer Rd. to 

Ridgeway Rd., Cedar Dr. 

from Homer Rd. to Pine 

Ave. and a street between 

Connie’s Pawn Shop and 

Mitchell’s Auto Repair.

Ward II: Stark St. from 

Hwy. 98 to a dirt road and 

Oak St. from Hwy. 98 to 

Clayton St.

Ward III: Clayton St. from 

Central Ave. to Scott St., 

Hood St. from Washington 

St. to Hwy. 98 and Popular 

St. from Smallwood Dr. to 

the four-way stop at Chest-

nut St.

Ward IV: Westwood Dr. 

from Westwood Rd. to a 

dead end and Roosevelt 

Blvd. from Hwy. 15 to the 

four-way stop at Andrew 

Jackson

Ward V: Bishop Ct. from 

Arlington Lane to Oliver 

Ridge Dr. and Arlington 

Ln. from Brentwood Dr. to 

Bishop Ct.

Wascher said the city is 

using SPLOST – special 

purpose local option sale 

tax – VI money and a review 

committee was established 

with the county referendum 

to put an extra step in the 

process.

Renee Brown, who lives 

on Bishop Court, com-

plained that no one in the 

Brentwood subdivision was 

notified when the paving 

was to start, that the pav-

ing was done in September 

and should have been done 

sooner and that paving was 

not completed on streets in 

the subdivision.

City manager James 

Wascher said the streets 

were selected through a 

computerized “map” of the 

city’s streets and that pav-

ing was delayed because 

the contractor for Jackson 

Streets approved for paving
Brentwood 

resident 

complains 

about process
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