JULY 1, 2021

Madison County Journal
MadisonJournalTODAY.com

Merged with The Comer News and The Danielsville Monitor, 2006

$1.00
Vol. 38 No. 22• Publication No. 1074-987• Danielsville, Madison County, Georgia 30633 • A Publication of MainStreet Newspapers Inc. • 12 Pages, 1 Section Plus Supplements

Saturday Parade
Colbert will celebrate Independence Day with a parade at 9 a.m., Saturday, July 3, with the theme,
“Brought to You by the Red, White and Blue.” The parade will begin at the Colbert Municipal Building (located at the old Colbert Elementary School).

ELECTIONS
FATALITY

Carlton
man dies
in fire
Johnny Dispain, Sr.,
78, of Carlton, was
killed in a residential
fire at 248 Osley Mill
Road June 24.
He was found in
the
22-year-old,
1,100-square-foot
mobile home that was
completely destroyed
by the fire.
“Tragically, the first
responders on scene
found Mr. Dispain’s
body inside the residence during their firefighting,” said Georgia
Insurance and Safety
Fire
Commissioner
John F. Commissioner
King. “The body was
sent to the GBI Crime
Lab for identification and autopsy by
the Madison County
Coroner’s
Office.
The cause of this fire
remains under investigation.”
This
marks
the
75th death from a
Georgia fire in 2021.
Commissioner King’s
Fire Investigations Unit
is assisting the Madison
County Sheriff’s Office,
the Madison County
Coroner’s Office, and
the Carlton Volunteer
Department on this
case.

COUNTY GOV’T

BOC upholds beer, wine denial
By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

With a court reporter
on hand, arguments were
presented Monday in the
county
commissioners’
meeting room, regarding a
long-standing denial of a
beer-and-wine license for
the Kwik Chek convenience
store at the intersection of
Hwy. 29 and Glenn Carrie
Road.
The issue may now move

to Superior Court after
county
commissioners
unanimously stood by their
decision to reject a license
for Johnny Betts and Dogsboro LLC, the owner of the
business, who leases the
building from Hull-Jackson
Properties, which is run by
former store owner Mohammad Shafiq.
At issue: who’s really in
charge?
See “License” on 2A

By Zach Mitcham

County commissioners voted 4-0 Monday to stand
by their rejection of a beer-and-wine license for
Dogsboro LLC for Kwik Chek at Hwy. 29 and Glenn
Carrie Road.

Madison County commissioners
voted 4-0 Monday to deny a man’s
request to rezone his property on
Neese-Commerce Road from A-1 to B
to expand his poultry-spraying business.
That action followed a long discussion at the board table with commissioners expressing mixed feelings about
the matter. The applicant has to wait six
months to reapply, but the board might
consider rezoning the property on its
own if the group amends its zoning

ordinance with a new agribusiness designation.
Zachery Hightower sought to rezone
his 3.53 acres property on Neese Commerce Road from A-1 (intensive agriculture) to B (business) in order to
expand his poultry house spraying business. The property was grandfathered
in for business use before zoning laws
were adopted in the county and an older
business previously operated there.
Hightower currently runs his poultry
house-spraying business on that grandfathered status, but wants to expand
the business with more area and more

buildings.
Hightower explained that he went
to the county planning office before
spending any money on the property to
make sure he was doing things right. He
said he was assured that he was. And he
said he’s invested considerable money
in his business, which supplies poultry
farms with chemicals. But the planning
office recently denied his permitting
for expansion, saying that he needs to
rezone his property to business before
See “Zoning” on 3A
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Leaders to seek options on renovating old church
By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com
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The old Presbyterian Church in Danielsville is
a county landmark that commissioners would
like to see restored.

Feds sue
Georgia
over new
election law

The old, county-owned Presbyterian Church off Hwy. 29 in
front of the county government
complex is in disrepair, but
county commissioners aren’t
ready to give up on it.
Board members talked about
the church and the adjoining
old cemetery Monday evening.
Commissioner Terry Chandler said the old church is a
county landmark, along with
the old courthouse, the covered
bridge at Watson Mill and the
Strickland House on Hwy. 98.
Chandler told the board that
he has had conversations with
someone who might be interested in renovating the structure

and using it as an office space.
And the group agreed to postpone any actions on the property until potential renovation
options can be examined.
The discussion followed the
BOC’s talk of deeding the old
cemetery and church to the City
of Danielsville, which oversees
a trust willed to the city by a
local resident for the maintenance of the cemetery. Having
one government agency oversee the cemetery would simplify matters, said commission
chairman Todd Higdon.
But commissioner Derek
Doster voiced reservations
about deeding the property to
the city without any written
agreement spelling out the
intent to preserve the building.

The Justice Department
sued the state of Georgia
Friday over passage of an
election reform law it claims
violates the 1965 Voting
Rights Act by intentionally
discriminating against Black
voters.
The Republican-controlled General Assembly
passed the controversial
legislation in March, voting
along party lines, and Gov.
Brian Kemp signed it into
law that same day.
“Recent changes in Georgia’s election laws were
enacted with the purpose
of denying or abridging the
right of Black Georgians to
vote on account of their race
or color,” Attorney General
Merrick Garland said during
a news conference.
Garland and Kristen
Clarke, the assistant attorney general overseeing the
department’s Civil Rights
Division, said the law was
passed in the aftermath of a
record voter turnout in last
year’s elections in Georgia,
particularly among absentee
voters.
Senate Bill 202 replaces
the signature-match verification process for absentee
ballots with an ID requirement. It also restricts the
location of ballot drop boxes
and prohibits non-poll workers from handing out food
and drinks within 150 feet of
voters standing in line.
Georgia
Republican
leaders came to the law’s
defense and called the lawsuit politically motivated.
“This lawsuit is born out of
the lies and misinformation
the Biden administration has
pushed against Georgia’s
Election Integrity Act from
the start,” Kemp said. “They
are weaponizing the U.S.
Department of Justice to
carry out their far-left agenda that undermines election
integrity and empowers federal government overreach
in our democracy.”

IDA

Top county needs: leaders voice differing views
By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

What tops the list of critical Madison County
needs: broadband availability or expanding
water/sewer infrastructure?
County leaders voiced differing views on the
topic at the county industrial authority meeting
June 23. And those differences hold significance
with $5.8 million in federal money on the table
through the American Rescue Plan (ARP). The
Madison County government has received $2.9
million from the ARP and will receive another
$2.9 million in 12 months.
IDA chairman Josh Chandler opened the
discussion noting that the authority received
an email from county commissioners seeking a
top-five list from the IDA of water/sewer needs
for the county.
“I assume that’s related to the stimulus money
coming out,” he said.
County commission chairman Todd Higdon
said the BOC sought an update on what projects are in the works. He was adamant that

broadband access for county residents is the top
priority with federal stimulus money.
“I know right now pretty much all of our
discussion is about water and sewer lines, but
broadband has surpassed water (as a priority),”
he said.
Higdon said covid highlighted the need for
county broadband for education and for business. He said most all businesses are now reliant
on high-speed internet access, and he said he
feels the industrial authority will have a role in
bringing broadband to the county.
Chandler disagreed with Higdon’s assessment
that broadband should be the top priority. He
said the IDA’s duty is to increase the county’s
commercial tax digest, which will help offset
the tax burden on homeowners. And he said
water/sewer infrastructure improvements are the
most direct way to make that happen.
“I’m being completely transparent with you,”
said Chandler. “I feel like broadband is number
three on that list of things it takes. Because it
doesn’t matter if you go out to the middle of

Pocataligo and they have internet service. If
they don’t have water and sewer, you’re still not
going to get a business there.”
IDA executive director Frank Ginn said
countywide broadband would be very helpful
for home-based businesses. But he said water/
sewer infrastructure helps build the commercial tax base. He said a big business that wants
internet service will find a willing provider, but
growth is not going to happen without water/
sewer infrastructure.
“The internet service providers in the county
will build to an industry if there’s enough usage
to them,” he said. “But they (internet providers)
are not going to cast a blanket to the whole
county without a big incentive. So for me, that’s
the difficulty we face. Our role is to get more on
the tax digest and more jobs.”
Ginn added that expanding water and infrastructure not only improves the commercial tax
base but also fire protection for the county.
See “IDA” on 2A

