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The week it all changed
By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

This past week will be 

remembered for years to 

come, the week the panic 

hit, the toilet paper ran out, 

the schools and local gov-

ernment shut down, many 

businesses closed, stocks 

tanked, emergency orders 

were issued and bad news 

dropped like a hard rain in 

every newsfeed.  

All for the invisible men-

ace — coronavirus, or 

COVID-19.

The global pandemic is 

altering life across earth for 

millions of people. 

Handshakes and hugs are 

discouraged. Social distanc-

ing is encouraged. The goal 

of the moment is to “flatten 

the curve,” so that hospitals 

aren’t overwhelmed with an 

influx of sick patients who 

need respirators and treat-

ment in limited intensive 

care units. 

As of press time, there 

were no confirmed cases 

in Madison County. But 

the Georgia Department of 

Health reported 146 cases 

in the state as of Tuesday, 

including three in Clarke 

County.

According to the World 

Health Organization 

(WHO), there were 167,515 

cases of the virus and 6,606 

deaths globally as of March 

16.

But getting a handle on 

exactly how many cases 

exist in the United States has 

been difficult due to limited 

testing.

Meanwhile, everyday life 

in Madison County and else-

where has been brought to an 

abrupt and disorienting stop 

for many. People are uncer-

tain. And the future is unclear. 

When will life get back to 

some normalcy? That’s 

unclear.

Amid this unfolding emer-

gency, MainStreet Newspa-

pers, a five-newspaper chain 

that includes The Madison 

County Journal has lifted its 

paywall on all of its web-

sites. This paper is providing 

updates at MadisonJournal-

TODAY.com and then linking 

those stories to our Facebook 

page as quickly as possible 

with the aim of providing 

local residents with as much 

information as possible about 

this crisis and other matters. 

If you have information to 

share, contact zach@main-

streetnews.com.

And we wish you the best 

during this difficult time.

GLOBAL PANDEMIC
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Coronavirus grinds everday life to a halt in Madison Co. and beyond
Opinion: ‘Welcome to Surrealville, Page 4A

The spread of the coronavirus has been declared a global pandemic. Emergency measures are being taken 
across the world.
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Mainstreet Newspapers’ 

offices will be closed to the 

public until further notice.

Offices in Jefferson, 

Danielsville, Winder and 

Homer are closed in response 

to the coronavirus crisis.

Those needing to contact 

the newspapers may do so 

via email, telephone or the 

papers’ websites. Drop boxes 

are also available at each 

location.

Many of the newspapers’ 

reporters and editors are 

working from home when 

possible.

The papers will be pub-

lished on their regular week-

ly schedule and available at 

newsstands and subscriptions 

via the USPS.

To check on subscriptions 

and other services, call 706-

367-5233.

Contact Journal editor 

Zach Mitcham at zach@

mainstreetnews.com.
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Ingles in Hull implemented a limit on the purchase of sanitizing and paper products this week after anxious shoppers cleared aisles of 
toilet paper and other items

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

It was Friday the 13th — and perhaps 

the strangest one ever for many.

That day was a whirlwind for the Mad-

ison County School System as teachers 

worked to prepare what they could for the 

system’s students for the next two weeks, 

since schools were shut down through at 

least March 30 due to the coronavirus. 

Superintendent Michael Williams spoke 

by phone Friday as he traveled between 

all seven schools. He said teachers were 

preparing instructional packets and Google 

classroom documents for students. 

School lunches and breakfasts are still 

being provided out of the high school caf-

eteria for students in need during the break 

in class. (See the route schedule on 8A)

Williams said the process of disinfecting 

schools would begin in earnest Wednes-

day, with everything being cleaned as well 

as possible with products deemed appro-

priate for killing COVID-19.

 “There are a lot of unknown factors and 

things you just don’t know,” said Williams 

Friday. “And that heightens fear. But we 

want to make sure our students and staff 

are safe. The decision to close for 10 days 

was not easy at all. It’s been weighing 

on me, and I worry about the students 

and parents who may not have childcare. 

Those thoughts are taken into consider-

ation. But the focus is to be safe. And 

we’re not worried about what the state 

determines on the testing window and 

Georgia Milestones. Those are secondary 

considerations…Our hope and prayer is 

for this to be only 10 days and for us to be 

able to resume on March 30.”

The state has announced that it will 

eliminate requirements on testing due to 

the crisis. 

Madison County schools 
close for at least two weeks By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County Commission Chairman John Scarborough 

announced Monday that county government offices will be 

closed until April 13.

He released the following statement:

“Effective March 17, 2020, the Madison County Gov-

ernment Complex and associated government facilities will 

be closed until April 13, 2020. Services provided by offices 

within these facilities will continue to be available on a lim-

ited or modified basis via online access and telephone. This 

measure is being implemented in response to a combined 

effort to limit the spread and exposure of COVID-19. As 

circumstances change, information regarding government 

closure will be updated. Please refer to the county website for 

more information.”

Scarborough said the county is trying to limit unnecessary 

exposure during the coronavirus outbreak. He said the county 

website (madisoncountyga.us) is being updated with specifics 

about what services will be available by phone or online.

“We are in uncharted territory,” he said. “This is not some-

thing we’ve dealt with as a county, state or nation.”

County offices shut 
down until April 13


